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2 Samuel 23:1-7
Psalm 132:1-12, (13-18)
Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14
Psalm 93
Revelation 1:4b-8
John 18:33-37

What links the texts this week?

Our scriptures are futurist texts, leaning into the calling-forth of prefiguration and faith that our fortune 
will be restored. We are allowed to lament the unimaginable magnitude of our collective losses - of home, 
kinship, security, daydreams, aspirations. We are allowed to cry out to God when it seems that preventing 
destruction is beyond the capacity of a Creator. But a God who is good and true responds with com-
forting promises of otherwise - something decolonial, something reindigenized, something land back, and 
something prosperous. Even if it costs Them everything, the Divine is One Who Restores.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship 

Thank you Oak Trees
Thank you Children
Thank you Land Protectors
Thank you Storytellers
Thank you Salamanders 
Thank you Neighbors
Thank you Friends
Thank you Co-Dreamers
Thank you Moss
Thank you Organizers
Thank you Poets
Thank you Dusk
Thank you Wisdom
Thank you Rebellion 
Thank you Chaos
Thank you Anger
Thank you Hope
Thank you Moonbeams 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BOWF_myMzBEs0I5bp1SHYfXXeNrwfXoX6Op2scyzCaM/edit?usp=sharing
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Thank you Mountains
Thank you Swamplands
Thank you Crickets
Thank you Pulse 
Thank you God
Thank you God
Thank you
Thank you

Opening Prayer

Gratitude—a disposition, a practice, a welling-up of the soul. Gratitude—never bypassing all that has been 
lost, rather holding it & saying thank you, anyways, for the chance to love again. Gratitude—never glorifying 
the struggle of survival under oppression, always looking for the Sacred Ordinary, always relishing the 
unlikely wonder of being alive. Come, Gracious Spirit, accompany us in our heartbreak and joy today. Amen.

Invitation to Offering

There is a Lakota phrase which translates to “all my relations” —offering language to the reality that 
each individual’s life is interwoven with every other life form. The Lakota give thanks not only for human 
relationships but also for their kinship with animals, plants, and the cosmos itself. With this deep wisdom, 
we gather our offerings today—grateful for ALL our relations. 

Prayer of Dedication

Relational God, thank you for the elders of all species—those who have gone before us, showing us the way 
to survive apocalypse big and small. We are not the first people or species to make a way when habitats 
unravel. We have guides, and we ask their wisdom to bless our offerings, that resources may flow to exactly 
where they are needed. That wellbeing may bloom. Amen.

Benediction

The land belongs to those who are in tender relationship with it,
those who bow in reverence to the interconnectedness of life,
those who do not seek to possess, but to co-thrive,
understanding that the land only belongs to us
as we belong to the riverbeds and birds—
an interwoven Web of Life.
So go forth in unbreakable connection.
Go forth in gratitude. 
Go forth in reverent care. 
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SERMON PREP

Questions:
•	 How do you go about redeeming phrases like “Jesus is Lord” that have often been used for spiritual harm? How can 

you encourage your community to nuance common spiritual sayings with their original revolutionary undertones?

•	 What is your religious institution’s equivalent of the House Committee on Un-American Activities that wasted public 

funds to enforce hegemony or other colonial conventions? How can you weaken the strength and influence of these 

entities?

•	 Who are your “followers” who can back you up in the face of intimidation or enforcement of unjust policy? Who can 

you call on to come to your defense should you be targeted for your truth-telling?

Application

This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Min. Candace Simpson (she/her). 

Cosmic - Jesus answered, “My kingdom does not belong to this world. If my kingdom belonged to this world, my 
followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.”

At the time of this writing, the news has gone forth that Donald J. Trump has been announced as the winner of 
the 2024 U.S. Presidential election. You, as subscribers to an intentionally anti-racist, queer and trans affirming, 
feminist and womanist Biblical commentary may be feeling a host of things in response. Confusion. Rage. 
Fear. Vindication. “I knew it.” Helplessness. Resolve. A reinvigorated call to pull the curtain. The whole world 
is making sense of the news. We do not watch the news in a vacuum. Instead, our spiritual and theological 
worldviews are coming up and presenting themselves. You may be feeling that these worldviews are insufficient.

No matter what, God is still on the throne. 

We’re going to be okay.

We’ve been here before and we survived. 

Now is the time to return to God.

We can still come together as siblings-in-Christ. 

Given what we know about the Empire, should we add Christ’s comments to Pilate to this list? 

My kingdom does not belong to this world.

What does Jesus mean by this? Diana Raab writes for Psychology Today.

“This practice might feel as if it’s more and more prominent these days—at a time when there seems to 
be a great deal of unrest and uncertainty in our internal and external worlds. The foundation of spiritual 
bypassing is basically avoidance and repression; and for some individuals, spirituality serves as a way to rise 
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above or handle the shaky ground beneath.”

Of course, such a response is an expected one when our religious infrastructure teaches us to avert our 
eyes up to God, rather than seeking God among us. Even then, what does God mean in this world? Can 
God be all knowing, all powerful, and all good at the same time? Did God enfleshed pick up and leave us? 
Why is Jesus talking about his kingdom being out of this world? 

Today is Christ the King Sunday, a Feast celebrated by many Christians globally. Instituted by Pope Pius 
XI in 1925, it is an opportunity to remember that “while governments come and go, Christ reigns as King 
forever.” As Rev. Elle Dowd writes, 

“At the time, authoritarian leaders of fascist regimes were being lifted up as all powerful demigods, 
and the Roman Catholic Church created this holy day in an attempt to reclaim power for the church 
as opposed to the secular nation-state. Unfortunately, a Christian message of anti-fascism and anti-
nationalism continues to be more and more relevant as fascist leaders gain power in many countries 
around the world.”

Taking such a history into consideration, it helps us to understand the unique context (and catalyst) 
for instituting such a feast. At its best, Christ the King Sunday is not about the supremacy of Christ and 
Christianity. Allison Connelly-Vetter writes, 

“When I think about Christ the King in relation to my own sources of authority and wisdom, this 
feast becomes meaningful, affirming, and even freeing. I do not rely on myself alone, nor on the 
imperfect systems of politics and society, to find my ethical and moral grounding. If Christ is King, 
and the ultimate moral authority, then I am not, and neither are people who ban books, or gender-
affirming healthcare, or honest conversations about sexuality and identity. Today and every day, may we 
remember that the guiding forces of our universe are not fascism, nationalism, or hatred, but rather 
love, care, and justice— and may we act accordingly.”	

Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice. 

It would be quite disappointing if Jesus believed that his voice was necessarily The Truth because it’s his 
voice. We can hope that Christ intends to say that he is in a tradition of many other voices who advocate 
for a just world and dignified life for all living beings. If Christ is King, then anyone pretending to be King 
(and signing executive orders to squash the people) is not. 

In this context, to say “Jesus is Lord” is not spiritual bypassing, but a counter-empire protest song. It is on 
all of us who know this Christ to refuse the defanging of this phrase. On Christ the King Sunday, “Jesus is 
Lord” is a call for each of us to make it true. It is always a timely task. 

Structural - Dr. Sherri Brown, professor of Theology at Creighton University, writes in the SBL Study 
Bible:  “[The evidence] suggests that the gospel was written for a community in crisis at the end of the first 
century that included Jewish believers in Christ who were open to Gentiles.”

This is important to note for this passage because Jesus’ Jewishness is up for discussion. This is the 
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first time that Pilate interviews Jesus.  As the Roman governor of Judea, Pilate wants to know what Jesus’ 
relationship is to the Jews. His mission is to establish a relationship of suspicion between his prisoner and 
the community Pilate is called to govern. Who keeps telling the people that dignity can be theirs? Who keeps 
healing the people who we prefer to hide away and warehouse? Who keeps passing around fish sandwiches 
to people we’d prefer to be hungry and desperate? This Jesus guy is ruining our bottom line.

Then Pilate entered the headquarters again…

Pilate asks Jesus, “Are you King of the Jews” to which Jesus responds, “Do you ask this on your own, or did 
others tell you about me?”

Jesus presses Pilate and maintains his dignity while being interrogated. He answers the question with a 
question:  Did you get these orders from your boss? This irritates Pilate. 

Psalm 20:7-8 may have been in Jesus’ ears when he was being persecuted. 

	 Some take pride in chariots and some in horses,

    but our pride is in the name of the Lord our God.

A deeply faithful Jew, Jesus was known to recite the scriptures he studied since childhood. Perhaps he thought 
about the principles of his faith that required him to think of God’s ways being contradictory to the ways of 
“chariots and horses.” Jesus, at the scene of his interrogation, stands firm to say, “as it is, my kingdom is not 
from here… I came to the world to testify the truth.” 

Speaking in riddles (as always), Jesus makes himself a frustrating target to interrogate. 

Born in 1898, Paul Robeson was a singer, actor and activist with a distinctly deep voice. At the invitaion of 
communists at the Paris Peace Congress, Robeson offered comments of solidarity for all oppressed peoples 
globally. 

“We in America do not forget that it is on the backs of the poor whites of Europe…and on the backs 
of millions of black people the wealth of America has been acquired. And we are resolved that it shall be 
distributed in an equitable manner among all of our children and we don’t want any hysterical stupidity 
about our participating in a war against anybody no matter whom. We are determined to fight for peace. 
We do not wish to fight the Soviet Union. ”

Almost immediately, the Press united to demonize Robeson. Even Black organizations (like the NAACP) and 
leaders (like Jackie Robinson, who would come to regret his abandonment of Robeson) spoke out against 
Robeson. They could not understand why he would take the side of people that supposedly had nothing 
to do with him. They considered his views immature. Eventually Robeson found himself at the center of a 
political circus of political persecution. Subpoenaed to testify at the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities, Robeson testified:

“My father was a slave, and I have cousins who are sharecroppers, and I do not see my success in terms 
of myself. That is the reason my own success has not meant what it should mean: I have sacrificed literally 
hundreds of thousands, if not millions, of dollars for what I believe in.”
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When asked a question designed to trap him, he refused the question and turned it on those interrogating.

“Whatever has happened to Stalin, gentlemen, is a question for the Soviet Union, and I would not argue 
with a representative of the people who, in building America, wasted sixty to a hundred million lives of 
my people, black people drawn from Africa on the plantations. You are responsible, and your forebears, 
for sixty million to one hundred million black people dying in the slave ships and on the plantations, 
and don’t ask me about anybody, please.”

Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king.”

Can you imagine the scene? Pilate getting angrier and angrier at each of Jesus’ non-answers. In the verse 
not included in this passage, Pilate asks, “what is truth?” He, like the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities, is the embodiment of resources wasted. Consider what could have been done with the time, 
energy and resources spent on such a sham of an interrogation. 

Interpersonal - For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth.

What is your purpose in life? You may have seen life coaches and self-help books promise that they could 
help you find such a purpose. In the 19th century, these books would have been called “success manuals.” 
Critics of the self-help genre are cautious to note,

“Ever since its emergence out of Victorian working-class associations, self-help has operated as an 
alternative pedagogic space to the academy—one whose breezy, instrumental reading methods 
contrasted with the close, disinterested paradigms promoted by the modern research university.”

Self-help books fill a void that the academy (and perhaps even the church) have abandoned. They create 
an opportunity for people to reflect on the gap between the life they have and the life they want, often in 
language that is easy to understand and read on a train commute. 

Referencing Svend Brinkmann,  Alexandra Schwartz writes in The New Yorker,

“Go for a walk in the woods, he says, and think about the vastness of the cosmos. Go to a museum and 
look at art, secure in the knowledge that it will not improve you in any measurable way. Things don’t 
need to be of concrete use in order to have value. Put away your self-help guides, and read a novel 
instead. Don’t mind if I do.” 

Jesus went for walks in the woods. He certainly considered the vastness of the cosmos. He spent time with 
friends, comrades and strangers and all of this helped him develop a worldview. 

The word that Jesus used to describe the condition of his birth is less about “purpose,” as the NRSV would 
translate. Instead, it might be fair to say that this is a statement about Christ’s sense of his “end.” It is in this 
sentence that one might make the argument that Christ came to “die a death.” He was aware of the end 
before him, because he knew his role was to tell the truth. Even when that could mean his own death. 
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What happens when you tell the truth? Have you lost friends or connections to the family of origin? Have 
you felt the blowback in your body in the form of pain flares or insomnia? Perhaps you have found yourself 
conveniently missing from professional opportunities and invitations are drying up? Such is a consequence 
of telling the truth. We can insist that it is our role to tell the truth, and powers and principalities will echo 
what Pilate says– What is truth? Such a word is illegible to them. 

Jesus can say what he needs to say before the Roman government because he knows that the movement 
does not just belong to him. He’s aware that he has “followers.” As it is translated, it is also used to describe 
“officers.” In John, the word “followers” often refers to the henchmen of the Roman Empire.  To Pilate’s face, 
Jesus insists that he has an army, too. 

If this imagery is too harsh, consider the ways that oppressed people have had to respond to one army with 
their own. The Deacons for Defense and Justice were a group of Black veterans who organized to defend 
Civil Rights activists and loved ones. Several chapters were organized in the U.S. South to serve as a hedge 
of protection between Black activists and the Ku Klux Klan. In this context, Jesus says that he has people, 
too. They are ready to protect and carry forth the mission of The Way. 

You may not need “henchmen” or even “followers.” But each of us needs people. In the spoken monologue 
of her song New Apartment, Ari Lennox sings about the delight in finally having her own place. But 
eventually she realizes that it’s empty and it is missing something.

“All the furniture you get does not keep you warm at night

Your furniture is not gonna… have sex with you

Your furniture is not gonna…teach you how to Dougie

It’s not gonna teach you how to swim

It’s not gonna teach you how to roller-skate

And then I realized, oh my God, I need people”

Christ’s journey to Earth isn’t just about Christ. It’s about the people he met and loved. People came to love 
him and change him. Without the bold witness of the unnamed Syrophoenician woman, Christ does not 
understand the power of an inclusive ministry. Without his disciples (named and unnamed), he cannot meet 
the needs of thousands of people who are hungry for a liberating word and meal. It is Jesus’ mother who 
pushes him to perform his first miracle during the wedding at Cana. Each of us needs people. We may feel 
the temptation to tap out and isolate, but it is through other people that we are fortified to do the right 
thing. It is so much easier to be courageous when we have someone’s couch to cry on afterwards. 
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Sources

SBL Study Bible
https://www.archives.gov/research/african-americans/black-power/deacons#:~:text=The%20Deacons%20for%20
Defense%20provided,Case%20Files%20on%20Civil%20Unrest.
https://elledowd.com/2018/11/25/an-anti-fascist-sermon-for-reign-of-christ-sunday/
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/glossary/christ-the-king-sunday/
https://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6440BA
https://lithub.com/when-did-self-help-books-become-literary/
https://mississippitoday.org/2023/07/10/on-this-day-in-1964-deacons-for-defense-formed-protect-civil-rights-
workers/
https://www.newwaysministry.org/2023/11/26/the-anti-facist-feast-of-christ-the-king/
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2018/01/15/improving-ourselves-to-death
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/the-empowerment-diary/201901/what-is-spiritual-bypassing
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/what-paul-robeson-said-77742433/
https://www.usccb.org/committees/religious-liberty/solemnity-christ-king-background

Words for inspiration:

While it does contain sensitive content, the Deacons for Defense movie is available online. 

 “The Black Panther Party were not revenge nationalists.” - Bobby Seale 

in.

 
Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

The Contracting Gold Mine That Hurts Veterans

MBS condemns Israeli genocide against Palestinians in Gaza, operations in Lebanon

Alliance sounds alarm on new uranium enrichment facility in Oak Ridge

How Cornell University Is Quietly Quelling Gaza Dissent on Campus

Against racist blackmail on US campuses
[enfleshed doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought 
partners]

https://www.archives.gov/research/african-americans/black-power/deacons#:~:text=The%20Deacons%20for%20Defense%20provided,Case%20Files%20on%20Civil%20Unrest.
https://www.archives.gov/research/african-americans/black-power/deacons#:~:text=The%20Deacons%20for%20Defense%20provided,Case%20Files%20on%20Civil%20Unrest.
https://elledowd.com/2018/11/25/an-anti-fascist-sermon-for-reign-of-christ-sunday/
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/glossary/christ-the-king-sunday/
https://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6440BA
https://lithub.com/when-did-self-help-books-become-literary/
https://mississippitoday.org/2023/07/10/on-this-day-in-1964-deacons-for-defense-formed-protect-civil-rights-workers/
https://mississippitoday.org/2023/07/10/on-this-day-in-1964-deacons-for-defense-formed-protect-civil-rights-workers/
https://www.newwaysministry.org/2023/11/26/the-anti-facist-feast-of-christ-the-king/
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2018/01/15/improving-ourselves-to-death
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/the-empowerment-diary/201901/what-is-spiritual-bypassing
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/what-paul-robeson-said-77742433/
https://www.usccb.org/committees/religious-liberty/solemnity-christ-king-background
https://youtu.be/MQoI9NCPVlk?si=uhOULIDAS1jD87le
https://prospect.org/health/2024-11-11-contracting-gold-mine-hurts-veterans/
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/saudi-arabia/2024/11/11/arab-muslim-leaders-arrive-in-saudi-arabia-for-summit-on-gaza-lebanon-
https://www.publicnewsservice.org/2024-11-11/environment/alliance-sounds-alarm-on-new-uranium-enrichment-facility-in-oak-ridge/a93442-1
https://www.thenation.com/article/society/cornell-university-gaza-dissent/
https://allegralaboratory.net/against-racist-blackmail-on-us-campuses/
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Commentaries Author

Minister Candace Simpson (she/her/hers) is a sister, preacher, and 
educator. She is a graduate of Trinity College and Union Theological 
Seminary. She is an associate minister at Concord Baptist Church of 
Christ in Brooklyn, New York. Minister Simpson is especially drawn to 
Christian education as a political education tool for Black liberation. It 
is Candace’s philosophy that Heaven is a Revolution that can happen 
right here on Earth. She is the lead writer and curriculum designer at 
Fish Sandwich Heaven, an online resource for dreaming a freer world.”

Liturgy Author
 

Rev. Molly Bolton (she/they) is a spiritual director, hospital chaplain, 
and poet who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina 
with her partner, baby, and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool 
for liberative spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community 
settings. Molly holds a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of 
Divinity and a Diploma in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San 
Francisco Theological Seminary. She was trained as a chaplain at 
Cleveland Clinic and is ordained in the United Church of Christ.
Hikes with stream crossings, feminist romance novels, and porch-
sits with beloveds are a few of their favorite things. Find them at 
revmollybolton.com and on insta @mjbolton.

Editor 
Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of  “Liturgy that Matters.” 

Copyright 
A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use 
these materials for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of 
the subscription and hinders the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing 
capacities.  
Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or 
verbally when enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by ____] 
should be included in the attribution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using 
these resources.
Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.

https://www.fishsandwichheaven.com/

