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Zephaniah 3:14-20
Isaiah 12:2-6
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18

What links the texts this week? 

The ones who have the most to lose will lose the most. The ones who have the most to lose will lose the 
most. The ones who have owe much to the ones who have not. We have not sought revenge, for we know 
that God is our deliverer. Advent is a despoiling. Advent is the right to return. Advent is your ancestral 
home and its ancient olive trees. Advent is the bison population recovering. We do not dance for anyone’s 
misfortune, we dance counter-clockwise because time has turned back in our favor now. We dance be-
cause we remember what it was like before trail of tears, middle passage, and nakba. We smell grandma-
ma’s cooking. God must be here.

© 2024 enfleshed 

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to Worship 

Rejoice!
for the inbreaking of the Holy is found in humble places;
it meets those who are weary and in need of wonder.

Rejoice!
for the Holy guides us when we feel lost;
it is a bright star in a directionless night.

Rejoice!
Holiness is found for those who seek Her—
thanks be to babies and children who remind us
that the Holy is found in the present moment.
  
Rejoice!
for we are casting out, discarding, crumbling old ways
that keep us from the Kin-dom of heaven in the here and now.

God is near! 
Let us rejoice!

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BOWF_myMzBEs0I5bp1SHYfXXeNrwfXoX6Op2scyzCaM/edit?usp=sharing
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Opening Prayer

As John the Baptist prepared the way for the inbreaking of the Holy found in Jesus, may we too prepare the 
way for the inbreaking of the Holy found in future generations. Young people, flora, and fauna to come—
may each decision we make be guided by their wellness.

Mysterious and Powerful Love—shake up our old ways! Make vivid a path! Radicalize our spirits towards 
compassion! Align us with your anger and hope! Change our Lives! What joy, what delight to be found in 
co-creating beauty. What wonder to be found in open-hearted living. Amen.

Invitation to Offering

Warrior-poet, Audre Lorde, says “The sharing of joy… forms a bridge between the sharers which can be 
the basis for understanding much of what is not shared between them, and lessens the threat of their 
difference.” Let us bring forth our gifts with joyful spirits this Advent season. For we are alike, my friends, in 
our desires—love, liberation, and peace. Come.

Prayer of Dedication
To our shared joy we dedicate our offerings, oh God of Delight. To those looking for a sign, a star, a way, a 
place to stay—may everyone one of their needs be met. May we all take pleasure in the abundance that is 
found in mutuality. God of Wonderful Enoughness, God of Laugher and Dance—bless our shared resources 
to your Kin-dom of Beautiful Interdependence. Amen.

Benediction

Go forth—yes, even amidst the sorrow of the world—making a way for joy.
For the Holy lives in the deep blue of the night and the shimmering of the star.
Go with God—our Accomplice, our Delight, our Hope.

SERMON PREP

Questions:

•	 What does your tradition have to say about the “good guy” and “bad guy” binary? Who are the compli-
cated figures from your history that call us to reconsider who is remembered in honor or infamy?

•	 What percentage of your faith community’s activities are focused on mutual aid, community care, or 
solidarity? How easily can someone who isn’t a member access care?

•	 What is your care plan for when your care work goes unnoticed, undervalued, or exploited? How can 
you compassionately invite those not yet doing their fair share into caring for community?
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Application

This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Damon Garcia (he/him). 

Cosmic -John the Baptist had harsh words for the crowds that sought a baptism of repentance. John’s 
movement certainly didn’t start with crowds. He and his first followers made their base in the wilderness 
to get away from the crowds. John, and Jesus after him, attracted the poor, the sick, and the outcasts who 
were desperate for freedom from the constraints of the oppressive Roman empire. Then John started getting 
popular and caught the attention of people who were from privileged positions with a little more comfort 
and convenience. Tax collectors, soldiers, and others who owned more than their neighbors stood out in the 
wilderness with John’s ragged and radical community. John calls them out, “You brood of vipers! Who warned 
you to flee from the coming wrath?” In his commentary on Luke, Biblical scholar, Justo Gonzalez, explains the 
vipers metaphor:

“When vipers are hatched, they remain together, perhaps under a rock, until they begin to mature. But if 
something threatens them, they spread out and flee. This is what is happening with these people who are 
fleeing into the wilderness to be baptized by John. Something has warned them of the wrath to come, and 
they are leaving the comfort and security of their daily lives.”1

John warned the crowds to avoid the excuse “we have Abraham as our ancestor”, claiming “God is able from 
these stones to raise up children to Abraham.” Their ancestry tells them where they’re from but their fruit 
exposes where they’re headed. John prophesied the destruction of the performative, preaching, “every tree that 
does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.”

John made sure people understood that this baptism shouldn’t be another inauthentic ritual that God despises. 
As Amos prophesied in the voice of God:

I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. … Take away from me the noise of 
your songs; I will not listen to the melody of your harps. But let justice roll down like water and righteousness like an 
ever-flowing stream. [Amos 4:18, 23-24]

God cares about the fruit, but that’s what really matters to all of us too. It doesn’t matter if you have all the 
right beliefs, or identity markers, or labels if your actions don’t match the values you claim. Many people’s 
stories of religious trauma are based on the betrayal experienced when their community, who claim to be 
good, act in evil ways. Their fruit exposes them. Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel said, “Hypocrisy rather than 
heresy is the cause of spiritual decay.”2 Many fundamentalist Christians have an explosive paradigm shift when 
they realize that a lot of the people they thought were the “good guys” end up being the “bad guys.” And a lot 
of the people they were told were the “bad guys” end up being the “good guys”. The truth is revealed in the 

1	 Justo L. Gonzalez, Luke (Belief: A Theological Commentary on the Bible (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2010), 49.
2	 Abraham Joshua Heschel, God in Search of Man (New York: Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 1955), 10–11.
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actions–in the fruit.

Structural- The crowds responded to John the Baptist’s warning about bearing bad fruit, asking, “What, 
then, should we do?” John answers, “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none, and 
whoever has food must do likewise.” To the tax collectors, he says, “Collect no more than the amount 
prescribed for you.” And to the soldiers, he says, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false 
accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.”

I wonder if these answers disappointed them. They came all the way out to the wilderness to participate 
in a potentially militant movement as they pondered if John was the Messiah sent by God to free them 
from oppression. And when they ask that revolutionary question, “What is to be done?” John directs their 
attention back home to the way they treat others in their everyday lives.

Taking care of others may sound like a nice thing to do, but John’s point is that it’s actually the thing to do. 
And it’s not about being nice, or loving, or even morally good. It’s about giving to people what’s owed to 
them. The world and everything in it belongs to God, and God gives us the world to share with each other. 
Many of the early church fathers preached against private property for this reason. In the 4th century, St. 
Basil said:

“That bread which you keep, belongs to the hungry; that coat which you preserve in your wardrobe, to 
the naked; those shoes which are rotting in your possession, to the shoeless; that gold which you have 
hidden in the ground, to the needy. Wherefore, as often as you were able to help others, and refused, 
so often did you do them wrong.”3

This spirit of radical generosity is based on simply giving people back the resources that were stolen from 
them through privatization. So throughout history any movement that made this work a central part of 
their community were deemed as a threat to the social order. This is why John the Baptist, Jesus, and the 
apostles were killed. And this type of government suppression continues to this day.

In 1969 at St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church in West Oakland, California the Black Panther Party launched 
their “Free Breakfast for School Children Program” as a core program of more than 60 “Survival Programs”, 
dedicated to serving Black communities. The free breakfast program allowed Black families to feed their 
children, free from stigma and isolation. Serving people’s material needs created a ripe space for political 
education and mobilization for radical change. 

The impact of the breakfast programs was so significant that it became one of the primary targets when 
the FBI began sabotaging the Black Panther Party in an attempt to tear apart the whole movement. FBI 
director J. Edgar Hoover wrote in a 1969 memo, “the BCP [Breakfast for Children Program] represents 
the best and most influential activity going for the BPP [Black Panther Party] and, as such, is potentially 

3	 Charles Avila, Ownership: Early Christian Teaching (Maryknoll: Orbis Books, 1983), 50.
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the greatest threat to efforts by authorities to neutralize the BPP and destroy what it stands for.” The night 
before a breakfast program was supposed to open in a church in Chicago, local police broke into the church 
and mashed up all the food and urinated on it.4

There’s a type of generosity that’s so radical and extensive that it’ll get you in trouble. This is the type of 
radical faith we’re called to. When the apostle Paul talks about suffering as Christ suffered it’s referring to the 
type of suffering that the government can put you through for living this kind of liberation-oriented life. This is 
what it takes to embody the kin-dom of God in the middle of the kingdom of Caesar. 

Personal - In his book, Mutual Aid, activist Dean Spade explains that “The charity model we live with today 
has origins in Christian European practices of the wealthy giving alms to the poor to buy their own way into 
heaven.”5 To this day, many Christians, and people influenced by Christian culture, maintain this perspective, 
even if they believe that charity simply makes them a good person. Within the charity model the proposed 
solution to poverty is that we need more rich people to provide more to poor people so that they suffer 
less. However, the charity model often neglects to consider the exploitative capitalist system that causes 
wealth inequality in the first place. The charity model is also used to justify inequality. Spade explains, “It 
is based on a moral hierarchy of wealth-the idea that rich people are inherently better and more moral 
than poor people, which is why they deserve to be on top.”6 What we need is networks of solidarity. Social 
movements based on a solidarity model create “vibrant social networks in which we not only do work in a 
group, but also have friendships, make art, have sex, mentor and parent kids, feed ourselves and each other, 
build radical land and housing experiments, and inspire each other about how we can cultivate liberation in all 
aspects of our lives.”7

When we put solidarity, mutual aid, and care work at the center of our spiritual communities we embody the 
kin-dom of God that John the Baptist and Jesus preached about. The kin-dom of God is among us and within 
us when we practice solidarity. We build a new world within the midst of this one when we give support and 
care to one another. If you are part of a spiritual community, is this what yours looks like? If you’re a leader, 
how do you respond when people ask you, like they asked John the Baptist, “What, then, should we do?”

Unfortunately, many Christian churches undervalue the individuals who put in the most work in caring for 
the community, both within and outside the congregation. When the budget gets tight it’s often programs 
like food pantries, clothes drives, and child care that get cut first. And the salaries of people who care for the 
community usually get cut way before the pastor’s. When we undervalue those who care for the community, 
we are actively suppressing the kin-dom of God.

4	 Nik Heynen, 2009. “Bending the Bars of Empire from Every Ghetto for Survival: The Black Panther Party’s Radi-
cal Antihunger Politics of Social Reproduction and Scale.” Annals of the Association of American Geographers 99 (2): 414. 
doi:10.1080/00045600802683767.
5	 Dean Spade, Mutual Aid (London: Verso, 2020), 21.
6	 Spade, 21.
7	 Spade, 27.
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Consider what people would say are the primary roles of your spiritual community. If someone asked 
“What do we do here?”, what would you say? If the honest answer is that listening to sermons and 
worshipping are the primary roles, then that’s a very different kind of community than the kind that John 
the Baptist, Jesus, and the first Christians preached about and embodied.

If you’re someone who has put in a lot of work to care for your community, and it’s been overlooked, I 
hope you understand that God sees it. You are the embodiment of the kin-dom of God. You are putting 
God with flesh in ways that a sermon, or a song, or a prayer could never do. 

During this Advent season, as we yearn for the coming of Christ, let’s realize that the place we’ll find it is in 
the work of caring for one another. That’s where we must search first.

 

Words for inspiration:

Check out this interview with Katie Kamelamela about indigenous understandings of kinship and consider 
how indigenous worldsense can impact your solidarity practice.

Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

BBC hears of horror and hunger in Sudan massacre town

Opinion: Let’s stop the dangerous practice of arresting intoxicated people

Smile 2 Is a Smart Allegory for Dehumanizing Capitalism

‘SOAS Student Union is supposed to be independent, but it has been completely silenced’

Despite Trump’s Win, School Vouchers Were Again Rejected by Majorities of Voters

[enfleshed doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought 
partners]
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https://news.asu.edu/20230706-global-engagement-preserving-native-knowledge-kinship-nature
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cpdnllz54q0o?xtor=AL-72-%5Bpartner%5D-%5Bbbc.news.twitter%5D-%5Bheadline%5D-%5Bnews%5D-%5Bbizdev%5D-%5Bisapi%5D&at_campaign_type=owned&at_link_type=web_link&at_campaign=Social_Flow&at_link_id=7C74E3EE-B072-11EF-97C6-EE12FA0E0AB7&at_bbc_team=editorial&at_link_origin=BBCWorld&at_ptr_name=twitter&at_format=link&at_medium=social
https://edmontonjournal.com/opinion/columnists/opinion-lets-stop-the-dangerous-practice-of-arresting-intoxicated-people
https://jacobin.com/2024/12/smile-2-review-horror-capitalism
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20241201-soas-student-union-is-supposed-to-be-independent-but-it-has-been-completely-silenced/
https://www.propublica.org/article/school-vouchers-2024-election-trump?utm_campaign=propublica-sprout&utm_content=1733119200&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter
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Commentaries Author

Damon Garcia (he/him) is a writer, video essayist, and public theologian 
for a liberative Christianity. His work is inspired by liberation theology, 
decolonial theory, and anti-capitalist politics as he helps people unsettle 
and untangle the influence of Christian teachings developed to justify 
colonization. He is the author of The God Who Riots: Taking Back the 
Radical Jesus (Broadleaf Books, 2022). He lives in Santa Maria, California. 
Follow Damon’s work on Twitter @whoisdamon and at damongarcia.
com.

Liturgy Author
Rev. Molly Bolton (she/they) is a spiritual director, hospital chaplain, and
poet who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina with
her partner, baby, and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool for
liberative spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community settings.
Molly holds a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of Divinity
and a Diploma in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San Francisco
Theological Seminary. She was trained as a chaplain at Cleveland Clinic
and is ordained in the United Church of Christ.Hikes with stream 
crossings, feminist romance novels, and porch sits with beloveds are a few 
of their favorite things. Find them at revmollybolton.com and on insta @
mjbolton.
 

Editor 
 
Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters.”
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