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1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
Psalm 148
Colossians 3:12-17
Luke 2:41-52

What links the texts this week?
 
Repurposing the words of YK Hong, “...We are all kids that just got bigger or taller or wrinklier. But 
we are all still kids in an enormous world. We want to find community and be loved. We want to be 
silly and rest. We get upset, sad, and sleepy. We want to make our little selves proud. we are trying to 
make our way through. In a liberatory world, we will be better at caring for each other because we will 
understand all of this. We just want to live...”
Our texts portray the vast beauty of life through the impassioned perspective of young people. Too 
vulnerable to be but so harmful, it is the love of children that may show us the way to peace shared 
amongst even the most marginalized members of our communities.

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship 

	 after Colossians 3

As Beloveds of the Cosmos,
alive at this time of sorrow & possibility, 
we will clothe ourselves in:

Compassion
(for our hearts are bound up with all living things)

Kindness
(that moves the way liberation moves;
it is kind to keep one another safe)

Humility
(as in, humus, rich soil—
we all come from the earth and will return to the earth)

Gentleness
(We bend down to be face to face with children.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BOWF_myMzBEs0I5bp1SHYfXXeNrwfXoX6Op2scyzCaM/edit?usp=sharing


We witness in each other the children we once were.)

and patience
(Doesn’t the tending of New Worlds take time?)

As beloveds of the Cosmos,
alive in this time of sorrow & possibility,
we gather today praising the work of Holy Love.

Opening Prayer

Love is as love does. Love is an act of will…We do not have to love. We choose to love.
― M. Scott Peck

Above all things, you ask us to clothe ourselves in love, Living God. And so we pray fervently for the 
will to be devoted to the work of Love. Accompany us in the daily practices required for nurturing 
relationships with people, more-than-humans, and lands. Your Radical Love in-breaks through dedication to 
compassionate living. Come, Holiness-Here-With-Us, come. 

Invitation to Offering

Through our offerings we choose to love one another. We acknowledge that our desire is not for personal 
wealth but for collective thriving. We delight because when we let resources flow to where they are 
needed, we all have abundance. Let us practice love and solidarity, bringing what is ours to give.

Prayer of Dedication

Dwell among us richly, oh wisdom of the Living Christ, that our lives may be rooted in care for one another. 
That we may shake systems of power that need to be shaken. Let us lift up one another through poems, 
songs, and dance. Thank you, God, for blessing our offerings this day. Thank you for guiding us as we cultivate 
your Kin-dom of Care. Amen.

Benediction

May the God of Great Love
accompany our hearts today,
beckoning us towards paths of vibrant possibility.
Go with compassion and kindness,
practicing Love.
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SERMON PREP

Questions:

•	 How can you strengthen your forgiveness practice in a way that centers those who experience harm, 
especially if that harm is connected to their identity? What, if anything, does boundary-setting, protective 
forgiveness entail for those who are unrepentant?

•	 In what ways could your fiath institution have deprioritized a peace that can be shared among all? What 
areas are peace-deficient, and how can that be equitably addressed as part of your faith practice?

•	 How have you seen savior complexes interfere with the co-creation of beloved community? How do you 
quiet savior impulse within yourself, and how can you compassionately invite others to do the same?

Application

This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Grey Oletsa (they/she).
 
Cosmic - Forgiveness is a messy affair, as many interactions involving love are. When the writer of Colossians 
ushers the church into the divine practice of forgiveness, it is an invitation to enter bravely into the complexity 
of the exercise. God’s capacity for forgiveness is beyond imagination, thus it welcomes curiosity. After all, 
They’ve had since before time began to practice, to prepare. In an attempt to achieve a divinity separate from 
their humanity, people often try to literally forget the harm they’ve experienced at the hands of others and 
label that effort as forgiveness. But God, who is with us, has seen the preconception, the beginning, the middle, 
the end, and the aftermath of every harmful action that has been committed. Here, I wonder what it means to 
forgive the way God forgives and how Their expertise can mentor our practice.

Empathy is the fuel behind forgiveness. God understands humanity intimately, so They forgive with abundant 
grace. People, ourselves included, are prone to make mistakes and cause harm. This recognition creates space 
to offer this healing gift to one another, yet forgiveness gets commodified as a cost we measure and offer only 
to those who fit the bill. When I think about empathy, I feel that it is a quality that has been demeaned, even 
within progressive circles, due to the tenderness held therein.

In her book, On Lies, Secrets, and Silence, poet Adrienne Rich speaks to a hollowed-out experience, a longing 
for love which she names as a profound inner emptiness. She describes how this emptiness in men exploits 
women in heterosexual relationships. “The ‘need for a woman’ can be the man’s need for a receptacle for his 
own fear, vulnerability, tears, uncertainty for which he has made no psychic room.” As with other aspects of 
domination culture, any quality that makes people vulnerable results in them being demoted in oppressive 
hierarchies. Forgiveness becomes a passive signaling of defeat and empathy translates to naivete, rooted in 
the domain of being nice and people-pleasing. To forgive, as it has been cordoned-off by this context, initiates 
an experience of oppression. And I believe this applies beyond gendered roles: we approach the necessity of 
forgiveness as a means to an end within hierarchy, rather than for deep relating. 
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But, when we examine closely God’s forgiveness, it becomes apparent that it is not a practice motivated 
by this kind of hierarchical thinking. If it were, the ways we have caused or endured harm would stack up 
- we would have no hope to approach God or even one another with any kind of effort to reconcile; our 
harm would become sunken into an abyss of inner emptiness. Forgiveness, given and received, is a radical 
door-opening to allow new ways of relating to one another to emerge. In the Bible, we see God actively 
participating in humanity, using a variety of strategies, to embody a path to navigate our way out of this 
suffering.

God’s forgiveness is not predicated on metrics of worth, such as wealth, social capital, or intelligence; 
it requires only a heart that is open to and willing to pursue truth, even when that truth results in 
overwhelming discomfort and shattering of the ego. It seeks a heart that is tender enough to ask God, 
“Why have you forsaken me?” When God invites us to engage in Their forgiveness, They are saying that 
They are willing to begin a journey with us from wherever we have chosen to recognize or address the 
separation brought about by the pursuit of unsustainable ways of living between us and Them. This is why, 
earlier in the chapter, Colossians 3 urges us to strip ourselves of these practices.   

When we find ourselves in the process of stripping, we can trust that we have the safety of time to adorn 
ourselves with a new approach to forgiveness. God engages us within time and beyond it to work out 
forgiveness step-by-step. God is patient with time, to allow us to come to a greater grasp of forgiveness.

Structural - Lately, I’ve been thinking about privilege. After listening to this podcast episode, I understood 
that my loyalty to my privilege has been one of the greatest hindrances to taking the opportunity to resist 
institutional oppression. In conversation with Dr. Atiera Coleman, Dr. Nicole Truesdell talks about impostor 
syndrome as a tool of whiteness to urge people to remain loyal to its structures, and further, hostile to 
anyone who threatens this illusion. When people understand that their riches and status are as a result of 
their level of access, not through “pulling themselves up by the bootstraps,” it can cause their self-image 
to crumble. No one enjoys ego death; people with high privilege fight violently to maintain their sense of 
entitlement to the access they have. 

With the world in turmoil around us, and with worlds within us facing the same tribulation, the distance 
between peace and discord yawns. When it comes to institutions, Colossians 3 points to the tactic of 
lying: the written word is used to wage warfare against one another without human relation, saying one 
seemingly sterile thing on paper and using this word to enact violence on people. States, corporations, and 
other institutions carry out brutal attacks while keeping their respective images polished through deceit. 
And even in basic relationships, making peace is a tender practice, volatile in a world where the violence of 
colonialism has voided shared values.

When Colossians speaks of peace, it is a community undertaking, vital to Christ’s body, vital to the 
institution of the church. Here, peace isn’t something we manufacture within ourselves. It is a space we 
enter simultaneously in our hearts and with one another. With mindfulness becoming a buzzword, it’s as if 
the individualistic nature of society has driven us to seek out personal vistas of peace. Poet Emma Lazarus 
said, “Until all of us are free, none of us are free.” It is easy to leave community behind when individual 

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/season-3-episode-22-dei-hires-w-dr-atiera-coleman/id1697977992?i=1000676274229
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escape seems like the most efficient solution. Yet, we are reminded in Colossians that peaceful hearts are a 
blessing we share together as part of one body.

For people with a low level of access to privilege, dreaming of a life where their needs are met becomes an 
exercise in discouragement, inspiring low self-worth. Due to the hoarding of resources, capitalistic society 
unknowingly robs itself of the sweetest sharing of peace. And while the marginalized remain focused on their 
liberation, we often forget that our liberation means the liberation of our community at large. It is a freedom 
that will overflow its banks and reach even those shackled by the enormity of their own privilege.

If institutions prioritized the sharing of peaceful hearts, the gathering of people in community would take 
place regularly. I imagine churches would gather around the suffering in their midst to carry one another into 
the space of sharing peace. It would be a divine consolation shared through human flesh if we recognized the 
ways that our world’s systems conjure turmoil in our lived experiences. If sharing peace was a priority for 
institutions, our popular markers of success would shift: we would celebrate spaces where care informs the 
way we relate to one another instead of seeking to out-perform.

Christ’s peace is one that he liberally shared with the people around him. I find that this is a role I am often 
called to as a doula: inviting people in labor or in the pregnancy journey towards a space of peace. Engaging 
with Christ’s example, institutions would be enriched for the ways sharing peace allows there to be greater 
conversation about the things causing a lack of peace. It would be possible for us to find better solutions 
once we allow the conversations, these turnings towards one another, to happen at all.

Interpersonal - How wonderful it is that Colossians introduces complex relational practices like 
forgiveness and peace, reconciling them with the powerful connector that is love. It phrases it perfectly, calling 
it “love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.” When we struggle to arrive at forgiveness 
and peace, we find our way through love. Conflict arises in following love when we don’t know what love 
is. Definitions of love have been distorted such that arriving at the same destination is made even more 
challenging. So what is this “love”, the capacity that holds everything in harmony?

For me, it is unthinkable to speak about love without referencing bell hooks. Drawing from Erich Fromm, she 
defines it as “the will to extend oneself for the purpose of nurturing one’s own or another’s spiritual growth.” 
Love is what allows us to reach outside of our isolation to practice the rituals inviting us to be adorned in 
the spiritual values laid out in verse 12. Recognizing that spiritual growth is not imparted from one person to 
another, but instead, worked out from within our collective and individual access to spiritual abundance, our 
intention is not to bring about salvation, but nurturance. Here, we partner with Life, trusting Them to deliver 
what is needed. 

Going back to Adrienne Rich, she says, “A woman can pour herself, for a lifetime, into such emptiness, 
believing herself the redemptive [feminine] whose mission it is to ‘save’ the man, humanize him, forgive him 
when he cannot forgive himself.” This kind of effort is futile, often performative, and ultimately, extractive. Our 
aim with love is not to become saviors to one another; it is to be in relationship with one another. “Bear with 
one another,” verse 13 says, not “transform one another,” not “be one another’s spiritual source.” No, simply, 

© 2024 enfleshed 



© 2024 enfleshed © 2024 enfleshed 

bear with one another: recognize and celebrate one another’s humanity, have faith in one another’s capacity 
for the divine, and be gentle with one another when you fail at this endeavor.

Right relationship is a powerful environment for greater liberation and healing. It moves beyond emotion 
(which waxes and wanes) and allows people to be supported in and out of season. It refuses the fixed 
normative strategy where one person occupies a specific role and someone else another. It says that, in one 
context, you will need to receive kindness, and in another, you will be required to be kind. Right relationship 
is a recognition of the cyclical nature of life and love, allowing growth and breathing space for the in-
betweens.

When long-held loyalties are stripped away from privilege and hardened hearts enter into tenderness 
together, love is the force that reconciles contradictions. It is not easy to reorient our instincts towards 
spiritual realities and the subsequent material impact. Our efforts are directed towards maintaining our 
lives within a vicious network of oppression. Thus, the spiritual reality of God as Love is suppressed, held 
away from the suffering, and denied by those who oppress them. Love bursts onto the scene to eradicate 
the intricate ways we refuse to acknowledge it.

Love interrupted is spiritually harmful. This break holds people and the world in discordant suspension. It 
is fascinating to me that love is what allows us to grow. Without love, children don’t become mature; they 
find themselves struggling with the harm, developed in the physical sense, and hampered in every other 
way. Love is the context that takes two realities–my perspective and yours, humanity and divinity, harm and 
forgiveness, peace and discord–and orchestrates them into a symphony of truth.

 
 
 

Words for inspiration:

“When peoples care for you and cry for you, they can straighten out your soul.”

- Langston Hughes
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Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Takeaways from AP’s reporting on a child sex abuse crisis inside a secretive Christian sect

Australia denies Israel soldiers entry, asks about potential role in war crimes

West African bloc approves historic exit of military-run states

‘Thankless job’ - why trainee Kenyan doctors are taking their own lives

More jobs and no ‘nuisance taxes’ - Ghanaians’ great expectations

[enfleshed doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought 
partners]

Commentaries Author 

“Hailing from Nairobi, Kenya, Gracia Oletsa is a living work of art, or 
perhaps, at work in living art. Embracing the principles of creativity as 
work-in-progress and innovation as failing forward, Grey (they/she) uses 
writing as a primary form of connection and world-building. Writing is a 
North Star guiding them into community organizing and artist peer 
support. Through their work as a labor support specialist, they facilitate 
spaces where birth can be a site of liberative collaboration between body, 
mind, spirit, and environment. Grey is part mysterious cryptid, so feel free 
to catch them outside if you dare; she loves laughter, food you can eat 
with your fingers, and purchasing art supplies that will taunt her until 
they’re put to good use.

Liturgy Author 
 

Rev. Molly Bolton (she/they) is a spiritual director, hospital chaplain, and 
poet who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina with her 
partner, baby, and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool for liberative 
spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community settings. Molly holds 
a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of Divinity and a Diploma 
in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San Francisco Theological Seminary. 
She was trained as a chaplain at Cleveland Clinic and is ordained in the 
United Church of Christ.
Hikes with stream crossings, feminist romance novels, and porch-sits with 
beloveds are a few of their favorite things. Find them at revmollybolton.
com and on insta @mjbolton.

https://apnews.com/article/christian-sect-child-sex-abuse-scandal-398b68475c2eab693e40e35552030e87?utm_campaign=TrueAnthem&utm_medium=AP&utm_source=Twitter
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20241215-australia-denies-israel-soldiers-entry-asks-about-potential-role-in-war-crimes/
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cp31lny4jweo?xtor=AL-99999-%5Bpartner%5D-%5Bbbc.news.twitter%5D-%5Bheadline%5D-%5Bnews%5D-%5Bbizdev%5D-%5Bisapi%5D&at_campaign=Social_Flow&at_ptr_name=twitter&at_format=link&at_campaign_type=owned&at_bbc_team=editorial&at_link_id=0EDBB32E-BBB4-11EF-B6B0-F614B7883AF7&at_link_origin=BBCWorld&at_link_type=web_link&at_medium=social
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cre7z8w080qo?xtor=AL-99999-%5Bpartner%5D-%5Bbbc.news.twitter%5D-%5Bheadline%5D-%5Bnews%5D-%5Bbizdev%5D-%5Bisapi%5D&at_format=link&at_campaign_type=owned&at_campaign=Social_Flow&at_ptr_name=twitter&at_medium=social&at_link_id=2DD63722-BBB4-11EF-B476-84B53A005419&at_bbc_team=editorial&at_link_type=web_link&at_link_origin=BBCWorld
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c9vkyk3v02xo?xtor=AL-99999-%5Bpartner%5D-%5Bbbc.news.twitter%5D-%5Bheadline%5D-%5Bnews%5D-%5Bbizdev%5D-%5Bisapi%5D&at_format=link&at_campaign_type=owned&at_campaign=Social_Flow&at_ptr_name=twitter&at_medium=social&at_link_id=2DAE3132-BBB4-11EF-927C-E65F51018243&at_bbc_team=editorial&at_link_type=web_link&at_link_origin=BBCWorld
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Editor 
 
Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters”. 

Copyright 
 
A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use these 

materials for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the subscription and 

hinders the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing capacities.  

Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or verbally 

when enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by ____] should be included in 

the attribution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using these resources. 

Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.


