
Liturgy that Matters
- February 2,  2025 - 

Jeremiah 1:4-10 enfleshed
spiritual nourishment for collective liberation



February 2,  2025

TEXTS
 
February 2,  2025
 
Jeremiah 1:4-10
Psalm 71:1-6
1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Luke 4:21-30

What links the texts this week? 

Prophecy is only as good as the likelihood that we will respond with change. The words of the prophet 
are a loving intervention just before it’s too late. We are not obligated to the prophet or fancy words, 
our commitment is to one another. Our commitment is to Creator who knows us as intimately as a 
mother knows the cry of her child. Without our deep love for one another - the love that enspires us 
to rebuild worlds anew - we can hope for nothing more than disaster. Our love will be our deliverance 
from evil. Our love will lead us out of the apocalypse.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship 

The prophets, past and present, guide us towards the emerging world to come
in the here and now.
They show us what’s required for collective liberation,
beckoning us to co-create beauty—
a world where deep freedom abounds:
Freedom of diverse gender expression,
Freedom of movement for those with disabilities,
Freedom from the trauma of poverty,
Freedom from the threat of violence,
Freedom found in the web of community support,
Freedom to rest, create, and play. 
Praise be to God,
who makes Herself known through the wisdom of the prophets!
She does not leave us without guides.
She does not leave us without hope.

Opening Prayer

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BOWF_myMzBEs0I5bp1SHYfXXeNrwfXoX6Op2scyzCaM/edit?usp=sharing
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Ancient God of Transformation, open our hearts to receive the wisdom of the prophets among us—those 
who are tuned into the risky path of love for the sake of liberation. Guide us in protecting their wellbeing 
and their wisdom.  Align us with the callings of those acquainted with systems that require uprooting. 
During seasons of upheaval we desire deep wisdom and we call upon radical creativity. Amen.

Invitation to Offering

It is good and right and holy to share our resources among each other!—to make sure that all beings have 
what they need, to open our hands to the flow of interdependence. Come, the ordinary path of collective 
liberation awaits!

Prayer of Dedication

Take a moment to hold in your heart the names and faces of the prophets—past and present—who have 
opened up understanding within you, who have guided you towards deeper solidarity and love. [pause]. Wily 
Spirit, thank you for your wisdom and love poured out through these wise and radical people. May our 
offerings honor their teachings and lives. Amen.

Benediction

The artists,
The wailers,
The teachers,
The community organizers,
The land protectors,
The prayerful,
The researchers,
The caregivers,
The table-turners,
The reality-benders
The liberation-beckoners—

Go forth on the wave of wisdom among us!
The Holy dances among us.
Thanks be to God.
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SERMON PREP

Questions:

•	 How How close is your faith community to those God would be close to? In what ways can you increase 
your proximity and solidarity with the underside?

•	 How can you center your spiritual practice more around the testimony of those targeted first by white 
supremacist imperialism?

•	 What happens when we resist viewing success and failure of our movements in a bianry? How can we 
become more prepared to win some and lose some?

Application

This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Nichola Torbett (she/her). 
 
Cosmic - How close must you get to put your own words into someone else’s mouth? Really. Imagine it.

That is how intimate God is with us. This opening of the book of Jeremiah describes the intimacy between 
creation and Creator.

In these first weeks of a second Trump presidency, this passage’s appearance in the lectionary is risky, conve-
nient for those who want to deprive us of reproductive freedom.”See,” the anti-abortion crowd shouts, citing 
verse 5, “God knows and already has a purpose for that collection of cells in your uterus!” Therefore, they 
argue, ending a pregnancy is murder and violates God’s will. Yikes. 

But, as journalist Lindsay Schnell reports in a USA TODAY article from July 24, 2019, this reading of the text ig-
nores its Jewishness, conveniently disregarding the belief within Judaism that fetuses do not have souls until the 
head appears from the mother’s body. In short, this passage is not about restricting abortion.

Instead, it sings of a sweet and supportive intimacy between God and the one(s) who bring a difficult message 
to a world that doesn’t want to receive it. In this historical moment, this includes people with uteruses who 
insist on the sacredness of their decisions regarding their own bodies. 

When people think of prophecy, they tend to think of big, sweeping, national issues, but because creation is 
fractal, prophecy happens also at the most personal level, between a pregnant person and their doctor, or 
between a transgender child and their teacher, for example. Prophecy signifies at multiple levels simultaneously. 
The personal is political.

Pregnant people seeking abortions are not the only people who prophesy by their very existence. People in ra-
cialized bodies, trans people, and people with disabilities all prophesy against the norms used to control, dom-
inate, and exploit human beings for profit. Transgender poet and performance artist Alok frequently explains 
that trans people are endangered because they remind cisgender people, in particular cis men, of all they have 
had to kill off within themselves in order to reap the benefits of patriarchy.
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This role of prophet is not a job that most of us would sign up for. Apparently, Jeremiah didn’t sign up for 
it, either. This dangerous role was thrust upon him when he was only a child. Did God insist upon it? If so, I 
wonder about this God’s respect for consent.

It seems to me that it is not God but a world that works against the love of God that demands such proph-
ecy, and so God comes into an intimate relationship of solidarity with those who bear that risk: “Do not be 
afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you….” (8).

God’s intimate proximity to those who prophesy suggests that if we —those of us who are not prophesy-
ing in any given moment— want to be intimate with God, then the way to do that is to come into solidarity 
with those who are prophesying. We could be with, protect, and rescue them when they are in danger. This 
will entail taking on risk ourselves. Intimacy with God can be risky.

Who are the prophets in your midst—not just those who speak prophecy but those who embody it by 
who they are? What would it mean for you to come into solidarity with them? Could you accompany or as-
sist those seeking reproductive care? How might your community work locally or more broadly for a world 
that is safe for diverse gender expression? How can you advocate for more respect and access for people 
with disabilities?

Structural - The ego loves main character energy, but let’s be honest about where we are positioned 
relative to Jeremiah’s prophetic ministry. 

Different people in your congregation may be positioned differently one from another. Some may be like 
Jeremiah of Anathoth—from the wrong side of the tracks, associated with the underside of history, rarely if 
ever taken seriously by those in power. (Wil Gafney’s sermon “Jesus, Jeremiah, and Joan of Arc” gives some 
fascinating background on Jeremiah and his family.) Others may be positioned more like officials in King Jo-
siah’s court—some high ranking, some low, all dependent on the successes of the king for security and thus 
reluctant to listen to anyone prophesying his demise. We empowered citizens of the wealthy West should 
probably consider our likeness to Assyria or Babylon, one of the mighty empires breathing down Judah’s 
neck, powers that seemed eternal but were destined eventually to fall.

The people most qualified to prophesy are those on the underside—by birth or through embodied solidar-
ity—because, within a structure that privileges profit and power over love and life, the underside is where 
God dwells. That is where God has been relegated, and that is where God is calling prophets. 

In today’s context, that means many of the prophets we need are likely at odds with or outside the United 
States. They are likely to be highly critical of the American empire and their own leaders’ relationship to it.

Colonized peoples within the United States are positioned in such a way that they, too, can speak a pro-
phetic message In 2003, Rev. Jeremiah Wright famously and controversially preached,

“The government gives [Black people]…drugs, builds bigger prisons, passes a three-strike law and then 
wants us to sing ‘God Bless America.’ No, no, no, God damn America, that’s in the Bible for killing inno-
cent people. God damn America for treating our citizens as less than human. God damn America for as 
long as she acts like she is God and she is supreme.”
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Rev. Wright also drew criticism for a sermon he preached on September 16, 2001, about the reasons behind 
the terrorist attacks on September 11.

The United States has a long history of supporting oppressive foreign governments (Israel, South Africa) 
and overthrowing democratically elected ones that do not comply with American interests, from Iran to 
Egypt to Guatemala to Haiti to Congo…the list goes on. Along with a handful of other nations in the Global 
North, it also effectively controls development in the rest of the world through the International Monetary 
Fund and the World Bank; a quick layperson’s overview of those mechanisms can be found in this 10-minute 
interview with economist Jason Hickel.

These would be difficult truths to tell in many United States congregations today, yet they provide import-
ant context for the current political crisis within the US, pointing toward potential places of solidarity as we 
witness the rise of fascism here within a global context.

Jeremiah is preaching on international affairs from the underside of his own relatively powerless nation. 
What might he say about the United States today?

What are the messages from the underside that your congregants would struggle to hear? Is there a way to 
challenge them to listen to those whose messages they find unsettling? It’s not that every person claiming 
to be a prophet is a true one, but it might be worthwhile to give extra attention to those whose messages 
from the underside we find most hard to swallow.

Interpersonal - Jeremiah was called to deliver a message that was neither encouraging nor optimistic: 
Babylon was going to sack Jerusalem, destroy the Temple, and conquer Judah. It was little wonder that no 
one wanted to listen to him. As commentator Richard Nysse put it, “An optimistic culture will vehemently 
resist any suggestion that its projects will be shut down and disassembled.”

More recently, Lynice Pinkard said something similar on a panel called “Spiritual Openings in Dead End 
Times” at the Spiritual Roots of Protest retreat in December 2024,

“The spiritual opening in dead-end times requires a dying to the old hope that we can fix this thing, 
tinker around the edges and make it go. Such release is heresy, for middle, upper middle, and owning 
class liberals and progressives—Black, white, across the board. We are so sophisticated and we are so 
smart!….When people are satisfied with what they get from this world system, there is no incentive 
for surrender, and you don’t see gifts of the Holy Spirit working dramatically among us because that is 
not where our hope is. We are not desperate and do not even realize we are in a desperate situation. 
Resurrection hope requires first that the false hope die.”

In 2018, Jem Bendell, a professor of sustainability at the University of Cumbria, released a paper called “Deep 
Adaptation: A Map for Navigating Climate Tragedy.” In that paper, Bendell asserted that mass climate-related 
collapse of social structures was likely inevitable within a decade and that readers should reorient their lives 
toward adapting to this reality. The paper is controversial and has not received much mainstream attention, 
and of course, his projections are not certain. Is this paper prophetic?

Deeply troubling in Bendell’s analysis is his relative lack of attention to the ways that such collapse would 
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https://www.salon.com/2015/11/18/this_is_why_they_hate_us_the_real_american_history_neither_ted_cruz_nor_the_new_york_times_will_tell_you/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IigLoIPMPkM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IigLoIPMPkM
https://www.lifeworth.com/deepadaptation.pdf
https://www.lifeworth.com/deepadaptation.pdf
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disproportionately harm communities that are already on the underside—communities of color and com-
munities systemically impoverished and disadvantaged.

Another recent publication argues that we are better served by imagining ways that we can both slow cli-
mate change and adapt in ways that are more sustainable. Ayana Elizabeth Johnson’s book, What If We Get It 
Right? argues for sane policy choices as well as sustainable innovations among ordinary people. Is Johnson’s 
book prophetic?

Personally, I find it so tempting to decide in one direction or the other: either “We got this if we work for 
it,” or “We’re doomed.” The uncertainty is a hard place to linger, and, at the same time, a both/and stance is 
helpful here. We probably are going to need both solutions that slow or even reverse climate change as well 
as strategies for adaptation to those losses that cannot be reversed. These two approaches are not actually 
opposed to one another.

Who are the prophetic voices that are resonating for your community as you grapple with climate futures? 
Could you host a forum where people can talk honestly about their grief and fear? Maybe you can work 
through Novo Leno’s workbook designed to accompany Ayana Elizabeth Johnson’s book? Or organize a 
reading group focused on solar punk fiction that imagines futures where, in her words, “we get it right”?

Words for inspiration:

“Over the bleached bones and jumbled residues of numerous civilizations are written the 
pathetic words: Too late.”

- Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Trump’s Inauguration Set to Bring in $250M from Billionaires & Corporations

Gaza Will Forever Haunt Joe Biden

Pope welcomes Cuba’s prisoner release as part of long-standing dialogue

BRICS expands to 54.6% of world population by adding Nigeria, Africa’s most populous country

EXCLUSIVE: Trump’s Day One Executive Order on ‘Male and Female’

[enfleshed doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought 

partners]
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