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spiritual nourishment for collective liberation
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TEXTS

February 9, 2025

Isaiah 6:1-8, (9-13)
Psalm 138

| Corinthians I5:1-11
Luke 5:1-11

What links the texts this week?

God always wants to be closer to us than we might think.VWe may have sinned, and that doesn’t matter.
We may feel too average to approach the holy, but that doesn’t matter.VWe may not believe we are
worthy to approach Them, but they want us to come.When we still are not sure that we can, God
comes down from the high place and says,“Don’t be sacred.” Because She has flesh just like us. She
eats just like us. She gets tired just like us.VVe see it every day. Incarnation is proof that the power

of God is not just in the wonders and miracles.What if the power is being in community with one
another.What if, before it is even spilled, there can be power in the blood?

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to Worship

Come!
Pursue intimacy with the Animator of Life!

Rippling oceans

Rustling Trees
Shimmering stones
Wriggling newts

Sweeping clouds

Burning stars

Widening galaxies

and you, you, you—
Dancing forth

from the same Breath of Life.

Come!

Pursue intimacy with the Animator of Life,
the One who awakens your heart.
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The Holy brims forth all around us,
flows through us,
awaits our affection.

Opening Prayer

Holy Well of Ancient Wisdom, plant us in love that is older than empire, borders, profit margins, and the
sad lie that humans are separate from nature. Grasp with us at the root of things. Meet us in the possibility
of ordinary days.Tend with us paths of radical hope. Guide us to what is ours to do today. Deepen our
spiritual fortitude, that we may organize effectively and live compassionately.

For, as much as the wealth hoarders want us to believe it— we are not alone.VWe are woven into a web of
cosmic wonder.The salamanders under our feet are 100 million years old. The oceans, 3 billion.We have
much to learn. Thanks be to God.Amen.

Invitation to Offering
Young environmental activist of Aztec heritage, Xiuhtezcatl (pronounced Shoe-Tez-Caht) Martinez, says
“The biggest issue we face is shifting human consciousness, not saving the planet. The planet does not need

saving, we do.”

Humbly we collect our offerings; we are but a young species in the history of our planet. Come, let us lean
into our interdependence with love.

Prayer of Dedication

Save us, change us, shift our consciousness towards your consciousness, oh God, whose body is the
Cosmos. Steady our purpose, ground us in humility, awaken us to the wisdom of the planet. Bless our
resources to the thriving of all being everywhere. Amen.

Benediction

When the grief of the world feels too much to bear, witness the face of a child, the face of a flower, the face
of the moon.We belong to one another.Ancient Love unfolds within and around us, even now. Go forth in

wonder. Go forth in stubborn, stubborn hope.
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SERMON PREP

Questions:

* Does your faith practice remind your of your ability to collaborate with God? How can you embrace this
empowerment and distance your faith from fear?

*  What type of power do you spend the most time pursuing? How do you feel about this? Does this feel
aligned with your faith?

* How can we begin elevating those of us most at risk of being abandoned by the text and ensuring our min-
istry moves compassionately?

Application
This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Casey Overton (she/they).

Cosmic - 365 times. Some of y’all remember the unhelpful platitude- it’s said that “do not be afraid” or “be
not afraid” appears in scripture 365 times - “Once for every day of the year,” as it goes.

And so, some uncomfy Christianity has enjoyed generations of ammunition against a biologically necessary
response. It’s also a handy phrase in Jesus’ repertoire since he gives plenty of folks the heebie jeebies. But these
holy heebie jeebies seem to bother him a bit given that he’s always trying to get ahead of the fear.

The fear response in scripture has a complexity that feels quite fertile. God or Their messengers’ appearance
alone scares people.Frightened witnesses could think they’re in danger, but no one pleads for their life. Threat
of danger isn’t the only fear we experience though.

Some people are afraid of the ocean or large bodies of water because the ocean is so vast and powerful
beyond our comprehension. Some people are afraid of horses regardless of their docility because of their size
and power. I'm afraid of spiders because why do they look like that. Imagine how much more disturbed | would
be by the infamous biblically accurate angel that is described like an animal-bug.Yet Jesus and other divine
appearances don’t evoke the grotesque that spiders and angels could share. Peter’s plea in this episode could
provide us with revelation as he exclaims,“Go away from me, Lord. | am a sinful man.” His introduction of his
own sinful state is telling - This is a fear I've known before.

There’s a TV program that follows a comfortingly predictable formula. Near the episode’s end, working class
laborers are seated in front of a well-dressed professional (usually a man) who they slowly begin to recognize,
some quicker than others.As their minds struggle to make sense of the moment, the rouse is revealed- the
bumbling new laborer they trained weeks before was actually the CEO of the company.This is when we see it.
Of course, many laugh or gasp in astonishment... But the shock is often accompanied by obvious signs of fear -
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That was the undercover BOSS all along!

These emerging disciples already acknowledged Jesus’ status as a Rabbi, but this is a common human role.
In this exchange, they all discover that the man is more than just a Rabbi.This man is the cosmic CEO. He
holds a larger-than-life position that can dismantle your entire ego - both reverence and intimidation at
their finest. The seas and the fish answer to him! Their sense of self is being dissolved by the presence of
The Ultimate - Peter went from being a fisherman to a sinner.That’s power.

“Be not afraid” functions here as a call to not be paralyzed or stunned by our own perceived inferiority.
Instead of drawing back or bowing low, we can raise our heads confident that our call from the Divine will
not be rescinded - our qualifications or lack thereof were taken well into consideration.

This miracle is peculiar due to the ambiguity in who performs it. Of course, Jesus told them to cast nets
again, so our high Christologies compel us to presume Jesus has called a massive school of fish over.
However, Jesus doesn’t reveal them alone.As we find with his first miracle, it is completed thanks to the
actions those willing to collaborate. Divine “omnipotence,’ if we even care to consider it that way, could be
an outgrowth of our limitless capacity for collaboration with Them.

We love our songs and expressions of awe in the presence of God.We expect no less than to fall to our
knees just as Peter does when confronted with omnipotence. Here, Jesus invites us to see God as one
of us, to share in Their power, and to gather others who will further empower The Way. Perhaps it is this
decentralization of Power to which we are called as believers.

Structural - It feels safe to assume that the fishermen’s boats are designed to hold whatever would be
considered a profitable, “big” catch. Same with the nets. Do you know how much weight it takes to sink a
boat! The emphasis on how this catch overwhelmed the equipment designed for the job is a sign that this
catch was above their station. They might've had the capacity for 3k fish, for example, but certainly not 30k.
Not only that, we're given an ironic result of this success by industry standards - they can hardly continue
their nautical exploits if the nets and boats are compromised. It’s like when a product gains popularity so
quickly, the site gets overwhelmed and crashes - Telfar in 2020, healthcare.gov in 2013, Milwaukee Grindr
during the RNC 2024, etc. It’s the business equivalent of flying a bit too cloose to the sun. BUT it’s also a
pinnacle of success- the newfound interest resources every enterprise’s crowning achievement - It’s time to
scale.

The narrative is compelling because we already know to expect what would normally be an unexpected
outcome. It would be completely normal for the disciples to use this miraculous catch to replace their
boats and nets with bigger, stronger ones. In this conventional version, Jesus becomes their consulting
director and they make it big as fishermen until they can crush their competition, monopolize the Sea of
Galilee, and/or obliterate the local ecosystem.This is business done RIGHT.This is what success looks like.

This isn’t what they choose.
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Jesus, probably still glowing in the magnitude of the miracle he’s just pulled off, interrupts their now-tangible
dreams of becoming fishermoguls with a professional pivot proffered in their most profitable hour. Fish are
out - we're launching a new product: people. Such is the disruptive nature of “the call” as the Harper Collins
Study Bible explains,

“This story echoes earlier scriptural accounts of the calls of Moses while tending sheep (Ex3), Gideon
while beating wheat (Judg 6), and Isaiah in the temple (Isa 6).These biblical call stories take mortals from
their usual tasks and direct them towards God’s mission to the people.”

In a lot of these call stories, the soon-to-be minister is working - dedicated to whatever craft of theirs has
rewarded them with financial security. In the midst of their subsistence work, they’re being called into the
Lord’s work - a different mission which may require them to leave some of their security behind. In the
case of our fishermen, they turn down an unimaginable bonus - The absurdity of the number of fish after

a lousy night suggests an almost sardonic or dismissive attitude toward their business. In it, | feel a sort of
compassionate mocking as if to say,“okay you got your little fishies.You can take some time away from your
failing business now.”

The nets have split, the boat’s sinking, and they’re calling for reinforcements from their neighboring captains.
The miracle wasn’t about blessing the business which was effectively kneecapped. It seems, instead, to ask
what you do when two types of power are yours for the taking. Do you pursue endless accumulation that
was offered in the miracle? Do you acquire wealth until it begins to sink you and tear you apart? Do you
completely lose sense of how many fish is enough? To what end are we accumulating capital? How will our
“generational wealth” solve systematic economic exploitation?

We can choose something different. Even before the boat is sinking and the net is splitting - which each of
these eventually do, we can place the weight of our aspiration elsewhere. God is with us to disrupt whatever
capital accumulation we think will keep us secure. Ministry might involve some precarity or at least a drastic
transformation of our routines, but the crowd of poor folks struggling to survive like those at the shore of
the sea - They’re deserving of transformation, too.

..from now on you will be catching people.

Interpersonal CW: discussion on suicide - Let me kiss my mother and father first. Young Elisha just
wanted to kiss his parents goodbye before following the prophet Elijah in | Kings 19. He ultimately decided
to not only leave with no notice, but he cooks up |2 pairs of the oxen used to plow the fields.

This is among the first examples communicating that the life of the disciple is a completely new life. Scriptural
callings to discipleship follow similar patterns, including our focus text.There is a sense that new disciples
drop whatever they may be doing in the moment and leave their former lives behind to become followers
with nothing but the clothes on their backs.

We like to read this as decisive and cavalier - “masculine” even - with little consideration for not-so-
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“masculine” people obscured in the subtext.There are children wondering why their daddy went to work
and never came back.There are wives wondering why their partner ran out on the marriage they seemed to
want so bad at a different time.There are young adults questioning the motives of the nonprofit that served
their needs as its mission creeps away from stated community-driven priorities.

This is the gutting realization that the core commitments you thought you shared with someone have

all been suddenly eclipsed by some all-consuming obsession you never saw coming. It is among the most
morally dubious forms of abandonment.We conclude only for our comfort that none of the disciples was a
doting husband with a newborn at home or had promised their young heir that they could begin learning to
fish or fed orphans and widows or promised to cover a colleague’s shift. The disciples are good guys.They
wouldn’t do something like that, right?

And suddenly they’re gone?!

The cruelty of death can somehow be gentler because it is often not chosen. But this is a choice, and radical
choices can make us uncomfortable. Huey P. Newton confronted this as he penned Revolutionary Suicide. In
it, he stigmatizes suicide in a familiar, problematic fashion that decenters the people most affected. Instead of
his biased, false dichotomy between reactionary and revolutionary suicide, we can consider the two similar
with an awareness that each elicits a distinct experiences of grief. Some may decide to leave all that provides
them security while others may leave their body altogether. In either case, radical refusal metabolizes
manmade calamity in a form of raw agency used to opt out of life as they know it:

It’s Benedict leaving the city for that holy cave where he became a monk. It’s captive West Africans hurling
themselves overboard the moment traffickers turned their backs. It’s Aaron Bushnell and countless other
martyrs self-immolating in public squares. It’s the prisoners who stop eating. The environmentalists who
chain themselves to trees. It’s Rev. Dr. King still leading the movement after his house got bombed with his
wife and two-month-old inside.

Do they know what they put us through?

Do they know how much we love them?

Do they know how badly we need them here?
Is the “movement” even worth it?

Do they realize we didn’t sign up for this?!

Perhaps the most infuriating awareness we arrive to is that it wasn’t about us. It’'s not personal. Anything
existing between them and their call might have been cast aside. It doesn’t matter if we cooked their meals
and birthed their kid and remembered their allergies and washed their drawers - the “call”’ clearly has no
feelings. Neither the universe nor our liberation revolves around us. Sometimes for the collective to win, the
individual loses. Sometimes.

We may feel forced to unquestioningly accept the cold reality the text places in front of us.... Unless the
text isn’t inerrant. Because when we find uncanny patterns in the text, those are usually the moments
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where authors are more committed to their agendas than historicity. If we allow the authors to be more
ambassadors than historians, then our initial bond-shattering read has alternate endings in real life. This
empowers us to hold the possibility that the disciples’ families could have been accompanying them in some
way or that there may have been visits home. Nobody is forcing or even asking us to consider this exact
course of scriptural events as exemplary. Robert L. Brawley notes in the Fortress Commentary that,

“This incident culminates in a dramatic change ‘leaving everything’ entails striking changes personally
(e.g. Peter), economically (the fish are not marketed), socially (relationships are fundamentally altered),
and decisively (commitment to mission to the poor/crowds) (4:18, 5:1).The disciples have a special
status in Luke and are hardly models for every reader, but the call for change, commitment, and ministry
are unavoidable”

“Change, commitment, and ministry” are unavoidable themes, but maybe abandonment and heartbreak are
often avoidable. Our justice movements have nothing to gain by crushing hearts and moving on as though
our interpersonal politics don’t have communal implications. Discipleship can be much kinder than what’s
offered in the text, especially as we accept that the Word isn’t WikiHow. May our faith in a Loving God
outweigh our fidelity to anonymous authors’ artistic liberties.

Words for inspiration:

Listen to or read “The Promise* performed by Andre Crouch and penned in the loving voice
of a God who will never leave you nor forsake you.

Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Indigenous Political Prisoner Leonard Peltier Granted Clemency

Haitian Migrants In Springfield, Ohio, Turn To Faith Amid Deportation Fears

411 Nigerians died scooping fuel from fallen tankers in 2024: FRSC

Monopoly Round-Up: China Embarrasses U.S. Big Tech

Despite Pardons, Many Formerly Incarcerated Black People Still Face Uncertainty

[enfleshed doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought
partners]
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Commentaries Author

Casey Overton (she/they) is a radical communications strategist and
spiritual activist who is deeply vested in the development of healing
cultures.They are the editor of “Liturgy that Matters”, an enfleshed
publication. She also serves as the associate director of communica-
tions for an organization that supports organizing and advocacy for
housing justice.As a multispiritual worker, they love being immersed in
cooperative interfaith dialogue while creating restorative space for
those marginalized within or beyond faith institutions. She’s also an
amateur poet, nap-taker, and time-bender. She resides in the stolen
Powhatan lands now called Richmond,VA. Follow her on Facebook and
Twitter for more content and updates!

Rev. Molly Bolton (she/they) is a spiritual director, hospital chaplain, and
poet who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina with
her partner, baby, and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool for
liberative spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community settings.
Molly holds a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of Divinity
and a Diploma in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San Francisco
Theological Seminary. She was trained as a chaplain at Cleveland Clinic
and is ordained in the United Church of Christ.

Hikes with stream crossings, feminist romance novels, and porch-

sits with beloveds are a few of their favorite things. Find them at
revmollybolton.com and on insta @mijbolton.

Editor

Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters.”
Copyright

A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use these materials for
worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the subscription and hinders the well-being
of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing capacities.

Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or verbally when enfleshed
liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by _ ] should be included in the attribution. No further
permissions are needed to livestream worship using these resources.

Email inffo@enfleshed.com with any further questions.
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