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What links the texts this week?
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There is abundance in God’s house.The resources may be immaterial. The vessels for greatness may rest
empty. The people may have endured a despoiling and dispossession. Even then, there is abundance in
God’s house.Take one last inventory, because Love sees the potential in what convention may call useless.

Take one last inventory because Deliverance may depend on a discerning eye and diligent workers who

will act before they know why.As a marriage shifts resource distributions for generations to come, our

commitment to God means that our enemies can never have the final control over our material condition.
Even if oppressors leave us with nothing, we call on Abundance to carry us through.

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship

Praise be to the caregivers—

the hair combers, the bath-givers,
the grocery-list makers,

the clothing menders,

the household organizers.

Praise be to the cleaning staff,
the food harvesters,

the early childhood educators,
the home health aides.

Praise be those artful in their hospitality,
compassionate in their caring,

warm in their welcome,

expansive in their invites.

Do you remember when Mary
told her son and the serving staff
to turn water into wine—
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the story of God’s generous love,
from the back of the house.

Opening Prayer

Washing the dishes
is like bathing a baby Buddha.
The profane is the sacred. — Thich Nh&t Hanh

Christ Child, through our mindful living, may we practice caregiving as a foundational art of our holy
interdependence. Create with us communities centered around compassionate caregiving. Structure with
us societies where no caregiver is exploited, overworked, and underpaid. May every elder, child, disabled
person, neighbor, more-than-human, household, body of water, and swath of land receive the tender care of
which they are inherently worthy. Amen.

Invitation to Offering

We protest systems where profit is prized and violence is currency by co-creating a kinder world. By
keeping one another safe.We gather our offerings, honoring the example of Jesus’ ministry—sharing meals,
healing one another, respecting children, cultivating friendships. Come.

Prayer of Dedication

To a safe world, oh God of Justice; to a gentle world, oh Christ Child; to a world where the wisdom of
caregiving is revered—this is how we dedicated our offerings. May it be so. Amen.

Benediction
Weave your life through with tenderness
and create with one another dignity,

for the Ordinary is Sacred
and the Holy Shows up in our compassionate care.
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SERMON PREP

Questions:

* How are divine seers like Mary honored in your congregation? In what ways are the given opportunities to share

their wisdom and participate in decision-making?

*  What resources of yours are empty or underutilized? Is there an area of your spiritual practice that is an empty

vessel for abundance if something were to be put to unconventional use?

*  Who and what are celebrated most in your community? Who could help plan a celebration of events, people, etc.

that you all have never celebrated before?
Application

This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Rev.Aria Kirkland-Harris (she/they).

Cosmiic - As He conversed with His mother, | wonder what Jesus could have been wrestling with internally
when He says,“My hour has not yet come.” In the early days of His ministry, the gospel writers tell stories
about Jesus performing a miracle and then saying to the recipient,“Tell no one.” Jesus didn’t like a lot of
attention, and that idea resonates with me as an introvert. Ministry can be draining. Church folk take energy.
Family interactions require energy. Large-scale gatherings require energy. And maybe, for Jesus, performing
miracles required energy that He was not inclined to expend. In this moment, we get to see a Jesus who
wrestles with His gifts and His call to serve the collective wellbeing. Maybe Jesus wanted to be regular, to be
normal, to stay hidden in the crowd. Perhaps Jesus knew the work that He had been called to do but was not
quite ready to step into the public sphere.

| like interpretations of this text that portray Mary as the all-knowing mother who has always known and still
believes that her Son is the Messiah who possesses wonder-working power. Mary already knew about her
Son’s not-yet-public gifts for ministry, and was unmoved and unbothered by His protest. Mary, in her motherly
wisdom and exhortation, is pushing her child to step into the next phase of His public life even though He
claims not to be ready.While it takes Jesus’ twelve disciples several miracles, lessons, and miles to understand
who Jesus really is, Mary is the one who understands Jesus’ divine nature from the beginning and does not
doubt. But | wonder if Mary was expecting a miracle.

We know that Mary expects Jesus to do something about the wine problem when she says to the servants,
“Whatever He tells you, do it,” but we don’t know if she expected something miraculous. Could this just be
Mary sending her child on an errand? Like,*“Hey, we're out of ice. Go run to the store and get some more.”
While scriptural hindsight lets us know what Jesus is destined to do and become, Jesus does have some
autonomy in this moment. Jesus, in His full humanity, has free will. He can choose to reveal (or even expose)
His divine self, or He can keep His gifts hidden. He chooses to step out. He decides to take a risk, forsakes His
introverted preference for privacy, and makes His abilities known in the public sphere.

The exchange between Mary and Jesus is a reminder for us not to miss the Marys in our lives.They may not
be our biological mothers, but there are divine seers in the community of faith—the discerners of spirit, the
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spiritually eccentric intercessors—who are gifted with the ability to accurately perceive the true nature of a
person.They are the ones who speak to our souls and push us to try a new way forward. In this moment, in
this season, what are the communal problems you are equipped to solve? If you feel like your time has not
yet come, get with the Marys of the world. They may have a few ideas about how you can start testing your
gifts and abilities. If you are unsure about the nature of your call, talk to someone who can help you identify
the first step, and say ‘yes’ to the invitation when it comes.

Structural - We don’t know why the wine runs out in this story. Maybe there were a lot of heavy
drinkers that overindulged during the seven-day wedding feast. Maybe the family was on a tight budget and
could not afford to provide as much wine as would normally be needed. Or, maybe in their joyful reverie,
wine vats were knocked over and the wine spilled out. Maybe there were lots of unexpected or uninvited
guests that threw off their planned numbers. Since it is still early in Jesus’ ministry and the gospel writer
says this is His first miracle, Jesus may not yet have thousands of people following Him around, but if you do
the Biblical footnote math regarding the size of the six stone waterpots, Jesus miraculously comes through
with a conservative estimate of 600+ bottles of wine.

Given the nature of addiction, it can be hard to think of wine as a source, or at least critical element, of
celebration. Since scripture repeatedly warns against drunkenness, we might be inclined to assume Jesus
would not contribute to it. Why can’t the wedding party continue without wine? Maybe the wine running
out symbolizes another form of spiritual depletion.When church life, family life, or life in general drains

us, what do we do when our compassion runs out? What do we do when our love runs out? When our
patience runs out? When our hope runs out? When our joy runs out? When our peace runs out? We go to
the Savior for healing and restoration.

The wine has run out and, at Mary’s prompting, Jesus directs the servants to fill six stone water pots that
were there for the Jewish rites of purification. A quick blueletterbible.org search reveals that the Greek
word for purification used in verse 6 is katharismos'. Scripture uses Katharismos to describe the ritual
washing of hands before meals, the Levitical purification of women after childbirth, and a cleansing from the
guilt of sins made possible by the atoning sacrifice of Christ. Katharismos is also the word from which we
get catharsis?, which Merriam-Webster defines as purification or purgation of the emotions (such as pity
and fear) that brings about spiritual renewal or release from tension.

The ritual stone pots that hold the waters of religious purification are empty. The spiritual waters have run
dry.There is no vehicle for cleansing or cathartic release. Nobody is attending to the community’s need for
healing and restoration. Nobody but Jesus.

Jesus was not hindered by ritual or tradition as He repurposed existing religious resources and sacred
supplies to meet an immediate need for His community. | come from a full immersion tradition, and | can
only imagine the uproar that might occur if someone tried to fill our church’s baptismal pool with wine—
no matter how long it has been empty or gone unused.When the tools of tradition and religious ritual
are empty and no longer serving or benefitting the people—if no one is coming forward to be baptized

I https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g25 | 2/kjv/tr/0-1/
2 https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/catharsis
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and the pool stays empty, if no one is coming to Sunday school and the classrooms in the vast Christian
education wings of our buildings stay empty, if our church vans stay empty because no one wants to lead the
transportation ministry—could it be that God is inviting us to repurpose our religious resources and try a
new thing? The Bible does not record any objection to Jesus’ strategy, so it is worth a try.

Interpersonal - | believe the Christian experience should be celebratory, loud, vivacious, joyful, and

fun. Celebration is one of the ways we encourage one another in love and good deeds, never abandoning
our own meeting together, but encouraging one another (Hebrews 10:24-25). | take seriously the import

of the fellowship of believers described in Acts 2:42 where we find members of the early church devoting
themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and to prayer. Celebration is
an essential part of our collective wellbeing, and the fact that Jesus chooses to keep the wedding celebration
going with this first miracle of turning water into wine means something. Celebration is important.

In my church tradition, we rely more on the weekly Advent themes of hope, peace, joy, and love to shape our
holiday sermons than we do lectionary. But this Advent season, | was not in the celebratory Christmas spirit.
This last election cycle wore me out. | was angry, frustrated, hurt, and baffled by the outcome. Fear of what
the next four years might hold left me spiritually depleted and | did not feel like preaching joy. | was mad
that God did not intervene in our favor and had no good news to share with the people. | did not have the
energy or desire to celebrate anything, not even Jesus. But —and we—had to preach anyhow. Celebration is
a choice, and the choice does not always come easy.

The wedding celebration at Cana required money, planning time, physical labor, and spiritual energy. At first
Jesus resisted Mary’s request to replenish the wine so the wedding celebration could continue. He could have
held his position in verse 4-- “What business do you have with Me, woman?”VWhat do you expect me to do
about this problem that | did not create? Why are you coming for me right now? Why should | risk exposing
myself for the benefit of others? Why do | have to use my time and energy to fix this? But Jesus—our
exemplar preacher, teacher, healer, and pastor—chooses the wellbeing of the community over Himself. Jesus
makes an active choice to share His divine gifts with the wedding guests once He realizes that their material
and spiritual resources are depleted, and the celebration continues.

This miracle demonstrating God’s divine provision and abundance required a collaborative effort. Jesus

did not complete the miracle on His own. Mary had to recognize and give voice to a sensitive, potentially
embarrassing need. Servants helped Jesus move heavy stone pots and manually filled them with some 120+
gallons of water.The head waiter was there to witness and verify the high quality of the wine Jesus produced.
Jesus sought no praise or thanks for the good work He had done, but rather, He allowed credit for the
quality wine to go to the bridegroom.This miracle benefitted the entire wedding community, even though
many never knew the source that enabled their celebration.

Celebration is essential to our health and survival. As war and rumors of war continue, as our news feeds are
filled with violent acts of hate, as spiritual wickedness in high places seems to go unchecked, as immigrants
and those who have been kissed by nature’s sun continue to be demonized, as those born with wombs lose
autonomy over their own bodies, the community of faith must harness enough collective strength and will to
keep celebrating. Let our celebration be an act of resistance until freedom comes.
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“Though we have all encountered our share of grief and troubles, we can still hold the line
of beauty, form, and beat — no small accomplishment in a world as challenging as this one.
Hard times require furious dancing. Each of us is the proof.”

Words for inspiration:

- Alice Walker in Hard Times Require Furious Dancing

Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Editors at Science Journal Resign En Masse Over Bad Use of Al, High Fees
The Whitney tells the American story through the genius of Alvin Ailey
The can-do spirit that undermines American workers

New York becomes first US city to introduce congestion charging

Trees of Life and Knowledge: Jamaica Kincaid on Colonialism, Gardening, and Worshipping Her Plants
[enfleshed doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought
partners]

Commentaries Author

The Reverend Aria Kirkland-Harris (she/they) is an ordained Baptist
clergywoman, fundraising consultant, and community development
strategist who is committed to the survival, stability, and wholeness of
African American churches and communities. She lives out this call
through her ministry in and with local churches, denominations, nonprof-
its, and academic institutions that are working to transform communities
through affordable housing, education, and health equity initiatives. Rev.
Aria received her undergraduate education at Columbia University in the
City of New York where she earned a Bachelor of Arts in Political Sci-

ence and Psychology. Rev.Aria also holds a Master of Education from

George Mason University and a Master of Divinity from the Samuel
DeWitt Proctor School of Theology at Virginia Union University where she received The David Shannon/
Richard N. Soulen award for demonstrated excellence in biblical studies. Keep in contact via IG @reverend.
aria or https://www.facebook.com/aria.kirklandharris/
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Liturgy Author

Rev. Molly Bolton (she/they) is a spiritual director, hospital chaplain, and
poet who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina with her
partner, baby, and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool for liberative
spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community settings. Molly holds
a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of Divinity and a Diploma
in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San Francisco Theological Seminary.
She was trained as a chaplain at Cleveland Clinic and is ordained in the
United Church of Christ.

Hikes with stream crossings, feminist romance novels, and porch-sits with

beloveds are a few of their favorite things. Find them at revmollybolton.
com and on insta @mijbolton.

Editor

Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters.”

Copyright

A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use
these materials for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the
subscription and hinders the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing capaci-
ties.

Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or ver-
bally when enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by _ ] should be
included in the attribution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using these resources.
Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.
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