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TEXTS 
February 23,  2025

Genesis 45:3-11, 15
Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40
1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50
Luke 6:27-38

What links the texts this week?

There is an unexpected Way about The Gospel. People aren’t in the places you think they should be. The 
inheritance doesn’t go to the people it usually does. Love goes to enemies and left cheeks offered to the 
people who slapped the right. Lenders are expected to forgive debts. It’s like the world turns… updside 
down. Our faith calls us to do things backwards from how they’re conventionally done. In order to do that 
successfully, we will need to resist the forces that want things to remain as they are. What if the status-quo 
is backwards? If we serve a God of resurrection, we can turn it right-side-up. 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship 

Do to others as you would have them do to you
For the other is you
One web of life in the fabric of the cosmos

Do to others as you would have them do to you
For the other is you
Oxygen, carbon, nitrogen ebbing and flowing from this life to that

Do to others as you would have them do to you
For the other is you
When we cultivate compassion for all living beings, ourselves are included

Do to others as you would have them do to you
For the other is you
Together, we are bound in our path of liberation

Opening Prayer

When we treat the Earth’s Sacred Body as a pit of resources to be consumed, when we write off our 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BOWF_myMzBEs0I5bp1SHYfXXeNrwfXoX6Op2scyzCaM/edit?usp=sharing
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neighbors, when we love only the convenient, when we believe only the story of the 24-hour news cycle—
we do the same to ourselves—treating ourselves as an object for consumption, as easily dismissed, as 
unworthy of the slow work of healing, as unrooted in a larger narrative. 

Cultivate within us attentive tenderness, oh Steady God. Bolster our creativity and deepen our 
interdependence that we may divest from mindless consumerism, that we may love solidarity with our 
neighbors, that we may practice the everyday work of compassion, that we may root our lives in the ancient 
story of Love. Amen.

Invitation to Offering

Hear these words from a children’s song by the Okee Dokee Brothers:

You and I are just one part of one big life with one beaten’ heart.
Cause the life that’s in you is the life that’s in me
and the life in a bird is the life in a tree.

Come Beloveds, let us teach our children how we share One Big Life, gathering our resources that all may 
thrive.

Prayer of Dedication

Ground of Being, eradicate within us the lie of separation. Loosen our anxiety so we do not hold on to 
more than we need. Open our hearts that we may learn from the generosity of the trees and the flock-
wisdom of the birds. Bless our offerings to mutual abundance. Amen.

Benediction

Go forth giving and receiving in a web of grace-filled reciprocity
for the Living God flows Love forth in our care for one another.
Thanks be to God.
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SERMON PREP

Questions:
•	 How How does your faith tradition view transactions within the cosmic economy? Is there a reward and punishment 

system? Does it favor cause and effect? How does this impact lived theology?

•	 What ways of resistance have you taken up in your faith community as part of your faith practice? How can spiritual 

leaders accompany others in their resistance efforts?

•	 How do leaders most proximate to you respond to critique? What about you? When was the last time you made a 

significant change after receiving a word of criticism?

Application

This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Min. Candace Simpson (she/her). 

Cosmic -“No it don’t cost very much well to place a gentle touch
To give a glass of water to a [person] in need of such
Well you may not be an angel and you may not go to church
But the good that you do, will come on back to you
And it don’t cost very much.”

Decades ago, Mahalia Jackson sang “It Don’t Cost Very Much,” written by Thomas A. Dorsey. Both Dorsey and 
Jackson had testimonies of perseverance, challenge and heartbreak. Dorsey sadly lost his wife in childbirth and 
his son. In his grief, he locked himself in his music room and after three days emerged with the now-classic 
“Precious Lord.” Mahalia lost her mother when she was just five years old, and later came to be raised by an 
Aunt. Both Dorsey and Jackson knew the sting of Jim Crow segregation and violence. 

Their lives were shaped by the nation deciding the limits of their movement, financial possibilities, daily dignity 
and so much more. They both, composer and singer, understood the power of small acts of kindness. Of 
course, they were both owed a world in which they and their families could expect a safe place to lay at night, 
quality healthcare, good food to eat, clean water, and room to be the freest versions of themselves. In the 
absence of this structural shift, they emphasized the power of “a glass of water.” 

The good that you do, will come on back to you. 

This is not a uniquely Christian concept. Dean T.L Steinwert, Dean of Religious and Spiritual Life at Stanford 
University, argues that the Buddhist concept of karma is “essentially about cause and effect.” Unfortunately, its 
translation into Western mouths is not as smooth or uninterrupted as one would imagine. Dean Steinwert 
later quotes Buddhist scholar Pema Chodron saying, 

“People get into a heavy-duty sin and guilt trip, feeling that if things are going wrong, that means that they 
did something bad and they are being punished. That’s not the idea at all. The idea of karma is that you 
continually get the teachings that you need to open your heart. To the degree that you didn’t understand 
in the past how to stop protecting your soft spot, how to stop armoring your heart, you’re given this gift 
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of teachings in the form of your life, to give you everything you need to open further.”

Given that we (even beyond people who call themselves Christian) understand a historical Jesus as a 
teacher, we may come to hear Christ’s words differently. 

The word for “reward” in this passage is less like the concept of “gift” or “treat,” and more accurately 
describes the fruit that naturally results from one’s work. Earlier in this chapter, verse 23 attaches the 
reward to something one may get in heaven.

Rejoice on that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven, for that is how their ancestors treated 
the prophets.

The challenge is clear. What’s the difference between reward as a “natural consequence” and reward as “a 
treat to be in heaven?” 

How do you imagine the cosmic balance works? 

Are people born wicked, or do they have wickedness thrust upon them?

In Wicked, Galinda asks this question. It’s a theological question. She’s trying to make sense of the cosmic 
economy. And if wickedness is thrust upon people, how do we live in a world where we might mitigate 
wickedness on the lives of the most vulnerable? One of Jesus’ teachings is about the cause-and-effect of 
how we live together. There will be times when the people we show love to are strangers. If we live in a 
world where we only give to people who can pay it back, how does that disrupt the exploitative economy 
we live in? There would be no room or place for mutual aid if we only “lend to those from whom you 
expect to receive payment.” And the reward, or the consequence, might be a world in which no one is 
keeping tally. In order for this to happen, no one would need to feel the need to keep tally. Abundance 
would flow, not just in the material sense, but relationally. 

Mahalia Jackson and Thomas Dorsey found a way to bring this concept to life sonically. 

But the good that you do, will come on back to you
And it don’t cost very much.

Does it cost you anything to do good when you can? To support causes that “have nothing to do with 
you?” (A false line of logic, as all things are connected). Does it cost you to share your resources with your 
neighbors? If the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic has taught us nothing else, it is that we are only as powerful 
as our neighbors are. We are as vulnerable as our neighbors are. As much as we are conditioned to believe 
that we live in individual units inside individual buildings, we have a shared stake in the world around us. 

Structural - In 2014, Eric Garner was killed with a fatal chokehold by Officer Daniel Pantaleo. Often, 
police brutality victims and their families are expected to forgive. If they live through the encounter, they 
are expected to move on with their lives. If they are killed in the encounter, their families are expected 
to forgive. But Esaw Garner, wife of Eric Garner, broke from this norm. When asked if she accepted the 
condolences of the officer who was responsible, she stood before a bouquet of microphones and said, 
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“Hell no…The time for remorse would have been when my husband was screaming to breathe. That 
would have been the time for him to show some type of remorse or some type of care for another 
human being’s life, when he was screaming 11 times that he can’t breathe.”

Hell no.

Of course, when Esaw Garner refused to perform as a sad, crestfallen widow and instead stood with her 
hands on her hips and neck rolling, she drew criticism. Both Esaw and her daughter Erica (who passed away in 
2017 due to an asthma attack which triggered a heart attack) defied the normal expectations of what a family 
should look like or how they ought to behave while they grieve. In saying “hell no,” they broke every code of 
decency for how families should respond. 

Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

For the Garner family, mercy looked like supporting other families in the same unfortunate position. 

“I spoke with Breonna Taylor’s mom and…she wanted to know what should she expect? And I told her, 
just don’t give up, you know? And just keep fighting.I just told him [George Floyd’s brother], you know, 
that I feel his pain. I felt his pain for six years. I can’t imagine what a person would be thinking them 
last few minutes of their life, knowing that the breath is being drained from their bodies. But, that, he 
mattered. And the world is showing him that he mattered.”

Even in these defiant responses, Esaw Garner shows the heart of this text.

Do to others as you would have them do to you.

No one chooses their fate. We may work toward having a particular life, including a life of activism and 
advocacy. Unfortunately, the truth is that there is evil and trouble in this land. It squashes so many of our 
possibilities. It should not be this way, and it doesn’t have to be this way. But yet, it is. In the midst of these 
heartbreaking circumstances and in this ball of confusion called Earth, one choice we can make is to extend 
to those near us the courtesy that we would want extended to us. We can also resist in creative ways.

Reflecting on the Matthew account of this text, Rev. Dr. Alison L. Boden wrote: 

“Jesus’ listeners would have understood it – the slap to the right cheek that he describes is a backhand 
slap. It couldn’t be a slap made with the palm of the hand. The right-handed slapper would have to twist 
him or herself around and would not get a good swing.  A backhand slap was a smack to a subordinate, 
to someone of lesser status. As if a slap to the face wasn’t demeaning enough, a backhanded slap added 
even greater insult. Jesus’ teaching is – when someone smacks your right cheek invite them also, while 
they’re in a smacking mood, to take a whack at your left cheek. To do that of course, would require the 
slapper to hit you with the palm of the hand, which is to say, to hit you as a person of equal status. Jesus’ 
listeners would have heard this instruction and laughed – what a great way to shame the person who 
hits you! The joke is on them – imagine the look on their face when you invite them to smack your 
other cheek! They’ll have to think about it! They won’t know what to do! Jesus’ first audience knew he 
wasn’t telling them to just be nice, but to shame the evildoer and insist on being treated as an honorable 
human being. ‘Go ahead – smack me again – I’ve got another cheek. Oh! What would it mean to slap me 
there?!’”
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Rev. Dr. Boden is thinking about the power in this text, named and unnamed. Who is likely to be doing the 
slapping? How do people reclaim dignity with limited resources and unlimited imagination and pride? It 
could be bricks peacefully (but annoyingly) laid across a protest scene, creating an obstacle course so that 
cars cannot pass through. It could be hand gestures and songs. It could be trickster behavior like work 
slowdowns or putting weights inside bags of cotton to be weighed. There are so many ways to resist. 

Interpersonal - “To err is human, to forgive is divine.”

There are many moments throughout the gospels when we remember that Christ is not just human, but 
divine. This passage is one of them. This is not to say that the capacity to forgive makes one better or bigger 
than human. Let us consider, first, that divinity is simply another category alongside humanity. But for so 
long, especially within the Christian context, people are pressured to live into their “divinity” as a measure 
of how they might become the bigger person. As if there is a reward for suffering with a smile.

Except, sometimes being a stick in the mud has its merits. Look no further than the critical acclaim and 
social virality of Kendrick Lamar’s “They Not Like Us.” Recently winning several Grammy awards, Lamar’s 
diss track to Drake has resonated with millions. There are TikTok videos of weddings all over the globe, 
Black elders doing line dances, children grooving to the clean version, and snippets of Beyoncé all dancing to 
the song. When asked if he harbors any resentment, Kendrick Lamar told Esquire Magazine, 

“I don’t believe I’m an angry person…But I do believe in love and war, and I believe they both need to 
exist. And my awareness of that allows me to react to things but not identify with them as who I am. 
Just allowing them to exist and allowing them to flow through me. That’s what I believe.”

Considered an “OG” in the field, Yasiin Bey shared comments about the commercialism within hip-hop. 
These comments were prophetic because they were shared even before Kendrick Lamar began to drop his 
series of diss tracks. 

“If I was in Target, in Houston, and I heard a Drake song...so it feels like a lot of his music is compatible 
with shopping. So many products! They have everything here! This is great. This is the new Drake, you 
hear it? This is great…What happens when this thing collapses? Are we not in some early stage of that 
at this present hour? Are we seeing the collapse of the empire? Buying and selling, where’s the message 
that I can use?”

On the surface, both Yasiin Bey and Kendrick Lamar seem to be judgy. They seem to be in direct conflict 
with the command to “bless those who curse you” and to “forgive.” They have both condemned the state 
of hip-hop for its lack of integrity and for how it has strayed from its origins. Yet both have complicated the 
scripture, “do to others as you would have them do to you.”

What would you have others do to or for you? 

Would you prefer to be enabled when you should be sat down, hear “yes” even when a word of critique is 
most helpful, or prefer to have mediocre work praised when you could actually do better? Some words are 
hard to hear.
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Your writing would be better if it were organized more clearly.

You can make that basket if you take a moment to focus on the ball instead of throwing it haphazardly.

You’re sounding a bit flat. Do you mind if we run some vocal exercises?

It is up to us to discern if the word out of our loved ones’ mouths is a word of judgement or a word of 
refining. We can only become better if we allow ourselves the gift of feedback. Imagine who we could be if 
we could trust that our peers had words of clarity and polishing that were designed to make us all better? 

Do to others as you would have them do to you.

If we create communities and organizations of truth and accountability, we may be better prepared to meet 
the conflict that is inevitable. 

A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap, for the measure you give will 
be the measure you get back.

Often, this is spoken (or sung) during offering at many churches. A transactional image, Christ’s words are 
decontextualized to suggest that whatever measure (or gift) given is the “measure you get back.” In fact, the 
return will be a good measure, and it will be “running over.” A good “cup-runneth-over” gift! 

But what if Christ wants more for us than offerings that double? What if Christ is helping us to think about 
what love can do? After all, doesn’t good love multiply? When you have a good friend, you begin to share 
things. You don’t (always) Venmo each other back for the exact price of pizza because you know in this 
relationship the money will swing back eventually. You may share clothes, give each other rides to the airport, 
or bring small trinkets and tokens of thoughtfulness. Love multiplies, even when we have very little. 

What would love look like if it were “running over” among us? How might our lives be enhanced by this 
kind of abundant love? 
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Words for inspiration:

“Hip-hop is a beautiful culture. It’s inspirational, because it’s a culture of survivors. You can 
create beauty out of nothingness.”

- Yasiin Bey (FKA Mos Def), Book of Rhymes: The Poetics of Hip Hop

in.

 
Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Ecuador votes for president, with the conservative incumbent and a leftist lawyer in the lead

The Left Needs Its “Schools of Enlightenment and Revolution”

The War on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion

Live: Women and unborn baby killed as Israel expands operations in West Bank

Medicaid Work Requirements Could Boot 36 Million People Off Their Health Coverage: Report
[enfleshed doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought 
partners]

Commentaries Author

Minister Candace Simpson (she/her/hers) is a sister, preacher, and 
educator. She is a graduate of Trinity College and Union Theological 
Seminary. She is an associate minister at Concord Baptist Church of 
Christ in Brooklyn, New York. Minister Simpson is especially drawn to 
Christian education as a political education tool for Black liberation. It 
is Candace’s philosophy that Heaven is a Revolution that can happen 
right here on Earth. She is the lead writer and curriculum designer at 
Fish Sandwich Heaven, an online resource for dreaming a freer world.”
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https://www.middleeasteye.net/live/live-israeli-forces-detonate-20-homes-jenin
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https://www.fishsandwichheaven.com/
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