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Exodus 34:29-35
Psalm 99
2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2
Luke 9:28-36, (37-43a)

What links the texts this week? 

Our encounters with Glory may be isolating experiences that make us feel separated from the rest 
of the community. We have this experience where we might struggle to fully convey its magnitude to 
those who didn’t witness for themselves. But the Glory of God also compels us to share this experi-
ence with others. We can ascend with trusted inner circle so that we are not alone in our witness and 
transformation process. Allowing others to witness our TRANSformation is sacred. This vulnerability is 
how we become holy together. 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship 

Splendor of God, reveal Yourself!

Art, music, dance—awaken us
Sunset, night sky, carpet of moss—connect us
Community, tenderness, surprising joy—lead us towards Love

Splendor of God, reveal Yourself!

Crack us open
Turn us around
Heal our distorted ways of living
Lift the veil of unknowing
Move and breathe with us today

Opening Prayer

Expansive Love, we remember moments in our lives when the swelling presence of Holiness-in-All-Things 
opened a door within us. We recall when coming face-to-face with another—a stranger, a more-than-

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BOWF_myMzBEs0I5bp1SHYfXXeNrwfXoX6Op2scyzCaM/edit?usp=sharing
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human, a landscape—connected us to your Beautiful Mystery. Tune us to the ordinary and extraordinary 
splendor of our existence, that our reverence for living may lead us to radical acts of compassion. Walk 
with us through the doors that wonder has opened. Amen.

Invitation to Offering

The ach of beauty in a chaotic world, the hand of a friend during a season of sorrow, the words of a poem 
that witness our heartbreak, the presence of a creature who calms our body, the gift of vegetables from 
soil—how can we help but set free our resources into the web of reciprocity? Come, beloveds, let us 
gather what we have, that all may have enough.

Prayer of Dedication

To the mysteries of the wily workings of the Spirit, we dedicate our gathered resources, Oh God of 
Surprises. May our care for each other ripple wide. Amen.

Benediction

May God’s face shine upon you from every other face,
every bare tree branch and tiny, first daffodil sprout.
And may it make you bold.

SERMON PREP

Questions:

•	 How are children in your tradition taught the meaning of the glory of the Lord? What 
about adults? How does our understanding of this impact your community’s faith 
expression?

•	 How do you and other faith leaders help people detach from the veils that obstruct 
disturbing truths? What strategies have been most and least effective?

•	 How does faith encourage people to allow their egos to dissolve a bit?
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Application

This week’s sermon commentaries and the liturgical benediction are written by Nichola Torbett (she/her). 
 
Cosmic - “The glory of the Lord”—this is one of those phrases that used to make me glaze over and check 
out in church. Like the droning “waa-waa-waa” voice of the teacher in Peanuts cartoons, the phrase would 
signal to me that nothing interesting was going to happen in the next few minutes. I guess I felt like glory had 
nothing to do with me. Glory was the province of the high school quarterback—I think Bruce Springsteen’s 
“Glory Days” had something to do with this association—or mythical warriors or powerful men in Diamond 
Edition suits.  Modifying Lord, a word that, for me at that time, seemed old-fashioned and distancing, I couldn’t 
see how any of that had anything to do with me or my life.

All of this changed when I stumbled upon a little bit of word study around the word glory as it is used in scrip-
ture. In Paul’s Greek, the word is doxa, which simply means “radiance” or “splendor.” Big reveal: this is why we 
see the word in all the Transfiguration texts. But in Jewish writing of Paul’s time, doxa was often a translation 
of the Hebrew word kavod, which stems from a root word referring to weight. Glory, it seems, refers to some-
thing weighty, profound, of ultimate importance!

Glory, then, is the aspect of something or someone that knocks you back, in a good way, by its power and 
realness and truth. It’s the beauty of a sunrise so brilliant that it lifts you out of your internal chatter and makes 
you feel things you otherwise can’t access. It’s the theater production that cracks you open, giving you access 
to understanding that was in you, but you didn’t know it. It’s the last line of a poem that opens up a grief you 
didn’t even know was there—a grief you’ve been needing to feel, maybe, for decades. That’s glory! And in the 
wake of experiencing glory, everything seems more beautiful and precious.

When I realized that, I realized glory was the thing I spent my whole life searching for. It’s what keeps me 
scrolling, many mornings, well past when I’m supposed to get up, just hoping to find something that will open 
me up like that.

But most days there is a veil in the way.

Now, let’s be clear: This veil is not something unique to Jewish people or people who read only the Hebrew 
Scriptures or people who are not Christian, even though this passage gets misunderstood that way. If you’re 
going to use this scripture, it will be important to avoid these supersessionist, antisemitic readings. It’s a good 
idea to remind your folks that Jesus and Paul were both Jewish; that Paul did not “convert” to Christianity, 
which didn’t exist at that time; that Jesus-followers were a sect within Judaism; and that the “us” and “them” 
in the passage are both Jewish. This is an intra-community conversation, and Paul’s overarching concern in all 
his writing is that Gentiles (people who are not Jewish) get access to the full goodness—the glory—that was 
revealed through Judaism. Krister Stendahl’s essay “Paul Among Jews and Gentiles” is a good starting place for 
understanding that.

But there is a veil for a lot of us - maybe for most of us. The good news is that everything and everyone really 
is as jaw-droppingly gorgeous, profound, and precious as they seem in those moments of being cracked open to 
glory. You are, too.
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You might ask your congregation: What is the veil that keeps us from being able to perceive that? Is it op-
pression? Trauma? Shame? Misinformation? Lovelessness? And conversely, when do they glimpse this kind of 
glory? What helps them access it? How would they move differently in the world if they could perceive the 
glory all the time?

Structural - It was a little more than eight years ago when adrienne maree brown first wrote: “Things are 
not getting worse; they are getting uncovered. We must hold each other tight and continue to pull back the 
veil.” Those words got passed all around the Internet; I have quoted them in a lot of sermons. Since then, so 
much has been revealed about the “deep wound” of the country, the wound of enslavement and indigenous 
genocide, that has never been allowed to heal. The flesh of the US political body is inflamed, raw, raging. The 
infection is serious and becoming septic.

Christianity(in its most public, visible manifestation, anyway, as predominantly white, evangelical, and right-
wing) has also been infected. The extreme swelling and putrefaction makes it unrecognizable to those of us 
who love and try to follow an itinerant Jewish teacher from a colonized people under the thumb of impe-
rial violence, a Jesus that we recognize in colonized and incarcerated people, people without recognized 
documents, queer and trans people, etc. In the days right after Bishop Mariann Edgar Budde publicly asked 
the new US president to have mercy on these people, a Utah deacon named Ben Garrett tweeted that she 
had committed the “sin of empathy,” and the tweet was liked by nearly 5,000 people. Self-proclaimed “apos-
tles” of the New Apostolic Reformation, a significant contingent of the MAGA coalition, call for “the defeat 
of spiritual enemies and the taking back of territory for the glory of God.”

This understanding of the “glory of God” is dramatically different from the poignant beauty discussed above.

What has happened to Christianity? How has God’s glory been so distorted? Why are these right-wing, 
so-called Christians seemingly so unable to see the preciousness, the beauty, the profundity, the weightiness, 
the glory of queer, trans, female, undocumented, disabled, Black, Brown, immigrant, and refugee life?

Maybe there is a veil. 

Maybe that veil has something to do with institutionalized and internalized white supremacy.

I do a lot of work with white antiracist folks, including somatic work, and we are finding that there is indeed 
something like a veil. Somehow, our internalized white supremacy has separated us off from our bodies, our 
feelings, and, to some degree, our ability to experience the kind of “glory” described above. Perhaps it is a 
defense against shame - a way to numb to the violence committed in the name of this golden calf of a coun-
try. (As I’ll lay out below, it is the creation of the golden calf that makes people unable to look at the radiant 
face of Moses, forcing him to wear a veil.)

In a recent episode of How to Survive the End of the World, adrienne maree and Autumn Brown interview 
Roan Boucher about Christian nationalism, Christian supremacy, and Christian Zionism—the deeply antise-
mitic foreign policy that feeds on misreadings of passages like this one. The result is truly revelatory, and I 
highly recommend you give it a listen. At the very end, adrienne, Autumn, and Roan speculate about how 
we might transform these systems, and Roan talks about the cathartic nature of these worship services, 

https://www.fascismbarometer.org/podcast-episodes/episode-3-tarso-ramos
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the ways that they meet a deep need for emotional expression and transcendence of individualism. All three 
wonder: How do we do this in less conservative communities? How can we take off the veil and reveal the 
real glory found in vulnerability and community?

What can you do in your congregation to allow people to remove the veil and to glimpse real, glorious, holy 
vulnerability in one another, and to invite the broader community into that process, too? Could you orga-
nize times of collective grieving? Or opportunities to express shame and move through it—something like a 
failure lab? What about a glorious dance party? Is there an artist collective in your community that is good at 
sweeping back the veil and revealing the glory? Who are your poets and truth-tellers and movement musi-
cians?

Interpersonal - This passage hearkens back to Exodus 34, also in the lectionary for this Sunday. Paul is 
offering midrash on a passage in which Moses descends from speaking with God on Mount Sinai, and, unbe-
knownst to him, his face is radiant. It is so radiant that people are afraid to come near him. From then on, 
Moses wears a veil when he is with the people. 

In order to understand the people’s fear, and thus the need for the veil, it is important to know the back-
story. Just before Moses has the intimate meeting with God that lights up his face, the people were found to 
have created a golden calf. They had fashioned a god for themselves, a false god that they could manipulate to 
sanction their self-interested actions. When Moses discovers this, he is enraged and throws the stone tablets 
of the covenant, breaking them (and, ostensibly, the covenant).

Is it the shame of having created the golden calf that prevents people from being able to look in Moses’ radi-
ant face?  Are they more comfortable with the god of their own making, the one that promises them wealth 
and prosperity, the one who is shiny but possesses no real, weighty glory? Are there any ways that you or 
your folks have created gods of personal making that get in the way of perceiving God’s glory—glory that 
is reflected back to us in every living thing, if only we could see it? What if shame gets in the way of seeing 
God’s glory?

I know that when I am confronted with the full vulnerability of living beings, I quake. I feel this around my ag-
ing mother—her fragility. I feel this when a conversation suddenly opens up into a kind of honesty I’ve never 
experienced with this person before, or sometimes when I look at the birds at the feeder in a particularly 
cracked-open moment. These encounters frighten me a little. They seem to call me to something that threat-
ens my self-sufficiency, the comfortable, insulated life I am trying to create for myself.

It is scary to look upon this glory—I shy away—but also I seek it constantly, these profound encounters 
with the real.

To witness the full glory of God is apparently not possible for human beings, at least in this earthly state. 
Even Moses was only allowed to see God’s butt (Exodus 33). But we get glimpses.

The French philosopher Emmanuel Lévinas called this kind of vulnerable encounter the “face-to-face” with 
the Other—a moment of profound intimacy with another being who nevertheless remains “other,” cannot 
be incorporated into the self. For Levinas, the face is always vulnerable, naked, easily harmed, and it demands 
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something of us, some kind of care and respect and service. It will not be trivialized. This is what it means 
to encounter the glory of God, I think. It sends the ego—our own self-interest—into freefall in the face of 
some deeper reality.

Paul says that as we encounter Christ—even if we see God, not face-to-face but “as though reflected in a 
mirror,” we are transformed into Christ’s likeness, “from one degree of glory to another.” We become that 
kind of grounded, truthful, sovereign vulnerability, and we also become capable of both seeing it and inspir-
ing it in others.  This manifests, according to Paul, in a contagious boldness and truth-telling, parrēsia in the 
Greek. Lois Malcolm says this kind of open truthfulness only takes place among equals. It recognizes no 
hierarchy and does not balk in the face of power.

I can’t help but think of the calls to resist the directives of unjust power, not to obey in advance. As of this 
writing, Rebecca Solnit is chronicling acts of resistance to the Trump administration on her Facebook feed 
and in her newsletter.

“May God cause God’s face to shine upon you.” It’s one of the most popular benedictions in our tradition. 
May God’s face shine upon you from every other face, every bare tree branch and tiny, first daffodil sprout. 
And may it make you bold. Amen.

Words for inspiration:

Check out the poem “God’s Grandeur” 

- Gerard Manley Hopkins
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Israel issues tender for nearly 1,000 new settler homes in occupied West Bank

More adults are wondering if they have autism. Here are tips to seek a diagnosis

Gaza transfer plan: The banality of ethnic cleansing
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The War on Social Programs
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