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TEXTS

March 9, 2025

Deuteronomy 26:1-1 |
Psalm 91:1-2,9-16
Romans 10:8b-13
Luke 4:1-13

What links the texts this week?

We can acknowledge difference without creating hierarchies.We can live harmoniously with one
another if we are believers. Ours is a God of holy collaboration.We need not compete where
flourishing can be created for all. WWhere we create horrific conditions for one another, Creator
intervenes to manifest new worlds and realities. The Divine shifts conditions, scribbles borders,
blows away binaries, and dissolves divisions.This is what we are here to do. May our fasts remind us
that we are one. May the Lenten season help us internalize that resurrection only comes through
aligning ourselves with those who suffer most.

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to Worship
from Deut. 26:7-11

We cry out to the Holy,
the God of our ancestors,

and She hears our voices;
She sees our suffering, toil, and anger.

She brings us out of oppression
with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm,
with great terror and with signs and wonders.

God restores us to right relationship with the land
that all may be nourished—
milk and honey for body and spirit.

We bring Her gratitude,

holding the gifts of the land with open hands,
for they belong to Her web of reciprocity.

Thanks be to God,
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our deliverer and our nourisher.
Opening Prayer

Steadfastness in the work of liberation

and gratitude for the wonders already at hand.
Devotion to co-creating systems of care

and rest in holy enoughness.

Spaces of belonging for all people everywhere

and reverence for our unshakable inherent belonging.
These are our prayers, oh Loving Way-Maker—

Holy Work and Holy Rest. Amen.

Invitation to Offering

Our ethics, our politics, our practices, our words—they do not have to be perfect in order to extend care
to one another.VWe—humbly, practically, learning-as-we-go—gather our offerings for the work of liberation
and love in our communities. Come, beloveds, community-over-perfection awaits.

Prayer of Dedication

Sometimes the sorrow of the world rests heavy and makes it hard to move. Holy Agitator, Divine
Tenderness—point is in a direction of care, reveal what is ours to do today, take our gathered offers and
bloom your Sturdy Love.Amen.

Benediction

Go forth: Milk and honey for one another!

Offering food that is nourishing and the sweetness of community.
Compassion for the cows, gratitude for the bees,

reverence towards the lands who hold us up.

Go with God, the Weaver-together of Good.
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SERMON PREP

Questions:

*  What is comforting or distressing about the idea of God improvising as we go? What could your faith com-
munity be doing to ease the creative process as God collaborates with us?

* Do you feel that your Lenten practice effectively guides your spiritual peers into solidarity with the exploit-
ed? Why or why not?

*  What borders can you be part of rendering powerless? How can you undermine the work of those who
want to create division within our human family?

Application
This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Casey Overton (she/they).

Cosmiic - Perhaps the pinnacle of the human condition is achieving harmony with the Divine.This passage is
perhaps an infrequent depiction of all going well. These legislative verses serve to resolve narrative tension and
help establish a new story arc wherein the Hebrew children are no longer running, yearning, surviving, escaping,
wandering...their thriving and flourishing is fully accessible to them, or so they believe.

The required declaration for the firstfruits’ release retells the people’s history which, in this case, centers
Jacob according to rabbinical sources. He was the wandering Aramean in verse 5. Commentators mention

the significance of the trickery committed against him by Laban, but we also know that Jacob himself was a
trickster who scammed his twin Esau out of the womb and out of his inheritance. In this way, commentators’
sympathy for the trickster forefather can feel unmerited; Perhaps his score was being settled or perhaps he
was being injusticed after having remunerated his wrongdoings. Even then, the children of the women wronged
and silenced in these texts hatch a getback plan for their braggadocious little brother who is arguably on

his way to continuing this multigenerational cycle of domestic violence. Jealousy lands the first child of Israel
enslaved, kicking off an era of brutal oppression and among the most defining events in Israel’s people’s history.

All along the meandering paths of the patriarchs, their God intervenes to rescue them - not their victims

- from adversaries. There is a social genealogy emerging within this familial one - Slavery is begetting more
slavery.A likely disabled Leah was scammed off to Jacob by her father, after which Jacob struggled to conceive
with his prized wife, Rachel, and raped two slaves he took via his marriages.The sons of these enslaved women
are incensed by the incessant bragging of the prized child and aspiring patriarch, and sell him into slavery.
Joseph’s supposedly God-inspired decisions within Pharaoh’s administration are said to have eventually led

to the enslavement of the Hebrew people according to their origin story.As much ground as God helps the
Israelites gain, they take serious losses.
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We are given one portrayal of God using force and supernatural might to achieve divine orchestrations.
Still, human and divine will are entangled in dizzying altercation where it can feel impossible to tell who is
winning, aside from the instances where the two are collaborating with one another. If God is so powerful,
why so much struggle? Our selected passage is part of what spells the beginning of an era of healing for
our embattled protagonist nation.The disinherited finally have an inheritance and a place to call home. God
won’t be camping in a tent anymore - they can soon bring this firstfruit offering to a permanent structure
because they have been prosperous enough to harvest on their “own” land — by now, they have come

a mighty long way from the whip and shackles of Egypt, but we know it doesn't last. Is God indecisive?
Inattentive, maybe?

What if, in all the back-and-forth we experience in our lived power struggles, God is experimenting? Not
necessarily in the exploitative Western scientific sense, but more like the call-and-response of improvising
instrumentalists. What if God moves in response to us, but is limited by the sovereignty of our own free
will? If humans choose to enslave, God must figure out how to emancipate. If humans exploit, God must
coax power away from the oppressors. God may not be able to prevent theft, but perhaps only replace
what was lost.

God is the talented musician reharmonizing chords to catch a rusty singer who starts out of key and drifts
into every wrong note. God is the sound engineer who switches channels on the drummer’s live mic in the
middle of an ungodly joke to the bass player. God is the mother in the back who says,“Take ya time, baby!”
to a child frozen on stage with anxiety. Divine will may be written in the text as hard power, but the stories
embedded within our passage - our enfleshed realities - convince me more that God is waiting to respond
to what we do.

Structural - We're led to believe that healing may finally begin in the promised land, but this is
interrupted in large part due to aggression from the Amalekites. Deacon Wikipedia can teach us, though,
that “The name ‘Amalek’ can refer to the descendants of Amalek, the grandson of Esau, or anyone who lived
in their territories in Canaan, or North African descendants of Ham, the son of Noah.” You see, the folks
harassing the Israelites aren’t just some random guys. Genealogy is central to these belief systems, and the
descendants of Esau and maybe even Ham still display animosity towards the people who have usurped
power. Does it not make sense that Esau’s descendants could feel that everything the Israelites have
rightfully belongs to them? It is God’s favor - seemingly unmerited - that has riled the fury of all who never
had a chance to earn it despite being no more imperfect than the Biblically bratty chosen ones.

So the disaster continues to unfold even to this day - people using the name of God to claim rights to
land that another nation(s) had existed on in relative harmony.This arouses all of these strange questions
around who is deserving of what lands and their accompanying resources. Communities must decide who
can live among them, who gets the choice food, whose labor (or lack thereof) is worth the most, etc.The
Israelites already considered themselves most deserving of this superior land that was already inhabited
which may not set the best precedent for how power relations would continue to unfold.
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Perhaps this ritual to sacrifice the first and best of what the land produces can disrupt our sense of being
God’s favorite. The furstfruit worship practice that we're introduced to in this passage is followed by another
required tithing ritual. These traditions, especially offered back-to-back suggest that for all that is received,
there is also a mandate that some of the resources are given back. For all that is gained, it is imperative to
also give up.

As members of another heterogenous settler nation whose land “acquisition” and a super affordable labor
force (/s) allowed the favored groups to amass inconceivable wealth, we Americans are soon entering a
season where our religion, while acting as the moral veneer for American politics, will soon compel us to
also give up pleasures for a very short time as a display of piety and a reminder of Jesus’ 40-day descent into
poverty.According to Bishop Brittanica we learn that Lent,

“provides a 40-day period for fasting and abstinence (Sundays are excluded), in imitation of Jesus Christ’s
fasting in the wilderness before he began his public ministry. Almsgiving, the practice of giving money or
food to the poor and performing other acts of charity, is also encouraged”

So from our centrally heated homes with round-the-clock electricity and potable water available at the flick
of a finger, we choose to forego one of our countless luxuries to quietly gripe about not having it for a month
and a half.This is how we commemorate the period of time where Jesus was offered enough wealth, land, and
power to turn his sandals into a Bugatti, yet he turned it all down while in abject desolation. If Lent is how
the Church reenacts solidarity with the poor... | think Indigenous and formerly enslaved folks would rather
just have land back than have the settlers going vegan for six weeks.VWe dispossessed communities are right
to question whether the god who called for the land to be conquered and exploited by violence is qualified
to mandate how the poor and desolate are best honored on stolen land.

Lent has come a mighty long way from honoring Jesus wandering in the wilderness to honor his ancestors
who also wandered through the wilderness.The path of the principled and impoverished revolutionaries who
chose precarity over empire - their struggle has been reduced to “no social media.” We're giving up these
“firstfruits” (this comparison is not to conflate our Lent fasts with the Jewish Bikkurim tradition) once a year
as a cute little exercise.What if, instead, we people of faith could choose into lifestyles that eliminated the
need for symbols and charity altogether?

Interpersonal - This political moment is actually a weird time for this text to be read for Lent (and maybe
it always is). This passage is an excerpt of statecraft wherein we can find all of the separations between the
favored citizens and the “aliens” as non-Hebrew converts are called.While non-Hebrews have access to
ownership enough that they’re expected to offer firstfruits from their own harvests, the Rabbis are clear that
they are not to make the declaration that recalls the land being promised to the ancestors... because it isn’t
their ancestors that the land is promised to. Da’at Zekenim commentary translated by Rabbi Eliyahu Munk
explains that,

“Since the Lord had not sworn to give this land to converts, he could obviously not give thanks for what
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had never been promised or given to him or his forefathers. Nonetheless, when he says his prayers,

I”’

privately, he may refer to ‘our G—d, the G—d of the forefathers of Israe

All are not created equal in the eyes of the settlers’ god who we know chooses favorites among the

peoples of the earth to consider first for any good and prosperous blessings. Resource-hoarding leaders of
our settler country have now inaugurated a mass deportation effort under the guise of ensuring that the
nation’s resources don’t go to those who are undeserving.What makes them undeserving? Well, as birthright
citizenship is now contested and even Native Americans are being detained by ICE it would seem that their
primary qualification for citizenship is [checks notes] looking American enough - whatever that means. Pope
Francis is even disappointed about this condition that causes settlers to obsess over borders.With this
concern, he wrote a letter to US Bishops about the administration’s deportation plans calling the situation a
crisis.

“Deporting people who in many cases have left their land for reasons of extreme poverty, insecurity,
exploitation, persecution or serious deterioration of the environment, damages the dignity of

many [people], and of entire families, and places them in a state of particular vulnerability and
defenselessness.”

To this, the CATHOLIC Texas Governor Gregg Abbot responded saying in his statement “The Bible calls

for strong borders and law and order...And Jesus guided others to follow the laws of the land,” Now I'm
not Catholic, but | feel like arguing theology with the Pope is not a very Catholic thing to do. Gregg is so
adamant about his political agenda that he is esentially abandoning his religious tradition to justify his us-
versus-them security blankie. This text can call attention to how borders are created in the mind before
they are drawn on anybody’s map - Ask Gregg. From these figments of our imagination, resources are denied,
wars are fought, and genocides drench the innocent earth in blood.This is the logical political conclusion of
the “strong borders” that Gregg’s god likes so much.

These borders can look like never going to the West or Southside of Chicago.They look like Richmond’s
“best neighborhoods” lists that leave out anywhere east of I-95. It’s never trying a hole-in-the-wall local-
owned restaurant or going out of your way not to send your kids to that school. Perhaps going without
some trifling things this Lent can give us space to be honest about who it is that we don’t consider “one of
us.” Between ourselves and whom have we drawn a border in our minds? Where are the places in town we
unconsciously never go? What would it mean for us to spend time in these communities that we find easy to
avoid? It might mean we could soon experience resurrection.
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Words for inspiration:
Settler borders are also reality-making devices. They are a significant part of the imperial

project to remake the land, people, and global order according to the Western figure of the
human and through categorical divisions in the order of the Western ontological hierarchy.

= Mark Minch-de Leon

Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Inclusion In The Atrocious

Stop Repeating the Vast Undercount of Gazan Deaths. It Is Ten Times Greater.
Is Trump really cutting the Pentagon budget?
Democratic Party Leaders Are Asleep at the Wheel

Germans vote in high-stakes election watched closely by Europe and US

[enfleshe]d doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought
partners

Commentaries Author

Casey Overton (she/they) is a radical communications strategist and
spiritual activist who is deeply vested in the development of healing
cultures. They are the editor of “Liturgy that Matters”, an enfleshed
publication. She also serves as the associate director of communications
for an organization that supports organizing and advocacy for housing
justice.As a multispiritual worker, they love being immersed in coopera-
tive interfaith dialogue while creating restorative space for those margin-
alized within or beyond faith institutions. She’s also an amateur poet,
nap-taker, and time-bender. She resides in the stolen Powhatan lands now
called Richmond,VA. Follow her on Facebook and Twitter for more

content and updates!
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Liturgy Author

Rev. Molly Bolton (she/they) is a spiritual director, hospital chaplain, and
poet who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina with
her partner, baby, and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool for
liberative spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community settings.
Molly holds a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of Divinity
and a Diploma in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San Francisco
Theological Seminary. She was trained as a chaplain at Cleveland Clinic
and is ordained in the United Church of Christ.

Hikes with stream crossings, feminist romance novels, and porch-

sits with beloveds are a few of their favorite things. Find them at
revmollybolton.com and on insta @mijbolton.

Editor
Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters.”
Copyright

A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use these materials for
worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the subscription and hinders the well-being
of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing capacities.

Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or verbally when enfleshed
liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by _ ] should be included in the attribution. No further
permissions are needed to livestream worship using these resources.

Email inffo@enfleshed.com with any further questions.
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