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TEXTS

April 13, 2025

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
Luke 19:28-40

Isaiah 50:4-9a

Psalm 31:9-16
Philippians 2:5-11
Luke 22:14-23:56

What links the texts this week?

Transformation doesn’t happen in a single event. Change cannot happen in a single moment.And there
are years when decades happen. Salvation, likewise doesn’t have to be a single moment. At the same
time, a single moment can make us aware of divinity in ways we never may have imagined prior.A
singular triumphal event can allow us to understand the magnitude of a presence in our community. As
we engage in political resistance to imperial ways of domination, God will meet us there. God will save
us there. God will battle sin on our behalf. At the site of the most acute forms of structural violence,
life and death will go toe-to-toe.The distinction between triumph and loss will not always be clear.The
Christ as an office fills the gap between the people power of the revolution and the brutal power of
the state.

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to Worship

The Ways of Love are mightier than death-dealing systems

Hosanna to the Living God!

God’s presence is steadfast and stubborn like a donkey

Hosanna to the Living God!

God’s spirit is refreshing like the breeze from palm branches

Hosanna to the Living God!

When our souls are weary, hope rides into town, turning empire upside-down
Hosanna to the Living God!

Holiness lives through those who have solidarity and compassion

Hosanna to the Living God!

Opening Prayer

Jesus—teacher who is with us—this week, as we honor the story of your death, may we be like you in your
life: protecting the immigrant, honoring the humanity of children, abiding the wisdom of women, attending
to those without access to healthcare, and aligning with those cast-off by cruel systems. May your legacy
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reverberate in our own lives, connecting with compassionate works of people of all spiritualities and
philosophies. Amidst the heartbreak of the world, may this network of love bring forth new life. Amen.

Invitation to Offering

In his last days, Jesus shared a meal with his friends as he often did. Community and breaking bread—
ordinary, extraordinary holiness.We gather our gifts on behalf of our community—that we may build
relationships of care, meeting each other’s material needs. Come.

Prayer of Dedication

Forgive us for when we, like Jesus’ friend, betray each other—choosing shallow convenience over fierce
compassion.Aligning with the oppressor instead of following You, God of the Oppressed. Take our gathered
gifts and bless them to your Kin-dom, where devoted friendship and tenderness guide the way. Amen.

Benediction

We shout Hosanna, telling stories of Love bigger than systems of death.
We shout Hosanna because evil cannot take away our co-created joy.
Go with God who is with us, who does not forsake us. Hosanna in the Highest!

SERMON PREP

Questions:

*  What does our soteriology teach us about what should be most important to humanity? Is this clear in
how we present our Gospel narratives in community?

*  What history should you reclaim to allow for a clearer understanding of your tradition’s soteriology?
How is your soteriology conveyed to serve the interests of the most marginalized?

*  What sacrifices are worth the cause for you? How do you know when you or beloved communities
members are making sacrifices in a way that is disempowering? How can they be supported in choosing

survial?
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Application
This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Casey Overton (she/they).

Cosmic - This is the exuberant Sunday when entire congregations - perhaps the entire Church - begin to
mine the joyous start of the passion narrative for inspiration as we look forward to the coming crucifixion.We
know the story backward and forwards since our professions of faith hinge on it, but knowing the plot points
isn’t the same as knowing what happened. Beleivers may know every line of dialogue and every scene leading
up to the cross without having certainty regarding what the cross means for them.

This week, we might be more inclined to read the text celebrating Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem.This
Lukan passage narrative shifts this conventional focus and places the triumphal entry into a conversation - the
horrors in Luke 22 and 23 are the other side of cross-dressing as a king.VWWhen you attempt to express a truth
about yourself whether exaggerated in drag or as part of your daily presentation, it upsets those whose power
is illegitimate. It is this adversarial, fugitive relationship to power that triggers the violence of the crucifixion.
Salvation may begin long before Jesus was unjustly sentenced.

If you ask some Baptists salvation is by the power of the blood and what took place early on the third day!

If you ask a lot of mainliners, it was the sacrifice of an innocent as a payment for sin that saved us. If you ask
liberation theologians, it was the resistance and defeat of the sinful Empire’s death wish.Womanists will mostly
agree and add nuance that problematizes surrogate sacrifice as inherently salvific, railing against disposability.
For some, it might include the warring in “hell” against sin for three days. Faith must intervene because we can’t
KNOW the fulcrum of our salvation any more than our bodies can declare it true.

But Black, Indigenous, queer, trans and other targeted bodies know all of these things to be true:

Some people are saved by the blood that accepts injected hormones for their sacred transformation to begin.
The love lives in the acceptance of one’s own Truth, long before the needle prick.The sacrifices of Indigenous
ancestors endured the cost of white supremacy in order to bring forth generations of life through heinous
violence.Their love is in their refusal to ruin the land to decommodify it. Black people were hung as strange
fruit which epigenetically encoded resistance to the empire as trauma in our DNA. Our love lives in our
inability to accept the conditions of colonialism. Palestinians contend with the fire and brimstone of hell in
their attempts to rebuild demolished lives without healthcare, water, or food access. Their love is their refusal
to leave the land.

In this way, all of our Christian traditions generally agree that salvation offers possibility or potential for us

to commune with the Divine and share in Their power. Salvation is an invitation to reclaim divinity from
oppressors and empires. For our teachings on the cross to ignore its significance as a completely secular
weapon of state terror should cause us to suspect conventionally “spiritualized” interpretations of the cross as
serving a propaganda campaign.
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Seeing Palm Sunday’s triumphal entry alongside a forthcoming crown of thorns encourages us not to place
the cross in some soteriological vacuum where it bears undue significance separate from Palm Sunday’s
middle finger to the Roman empire.Where we may communicate the Gospel as though the cross is THE
place where salvation happened, some marginalized theological traditions argue back that salvation didn’t
occur in a single event. For those like womanists, there is a theo-ethical imperative to restory the cross in
a way that doesn’t necessitate bloodshed of the oppressed in order to maintain cosmic balance. Even more,
the cosmic salvation cannot be separated from the political realities of our material experience.

Structural - Y’all remember the frenzy when The Passion of the Christ came out? It was and remains one
of the most gruesome portrayals of the crucifixion on film somehow deemed appropriate for viewing at all
ages if you ask many church folk. Along with its luxuriation in the blood-soaked violence of the cross, The
Passion also took the liberty of including a Satan character who conducted a motif of demonic activity to
represent the adversarial force of what for us is normally unseen evil manifest.

The central message seemed to be a familiar one: that Jesus loves us so much that he would choose to
endure all of this suffering to vanquish evil. While | wish this were not a controversial theological statement,
evil is not vanquished. In fact, it seems to be thriving and enlarging its territory. One person’s death did

not restore material balance in our world. This has resulted in theology that argues the reconciliation that
occurred via Jesus’ sacrifice was largely spiritual, and material will only comply at the end of days. It follows,
then, that with no expectation of change in the material, we can largely disregard it because no matter how
much others suffer “God is still in control.” “Christ is on the throne.” One of the ending scenes in The
Passion is the Satan character shrieking in fury as he is forced to face his defeat - Christ is risen.

Nothing feels triumphal about fascism growing in its reach and fearlessness. Many of us feel that the tactics
of resistance we’ve employed the last five years are unlikely to move this administration.As the country
awakens to conditions Black and Indigenous folks have faced for generations, we have this inside joke about
how we Black folk respond to crisis— we learn a new line dance.This season’s line dance is unlike most
within Black line dance canon.

The line dance’s call to worship begins with “Where them fans at?” In reference to fans popularized by
ballroom culture and Black women.As dancers gather, a battle cry sounds,“¥Whooaaooaaowhoaa, | got my
boots on the GROUND!” The phrase itself conjures wartime images but, in recreational ritual, refers to
cowboy boots - a part of Black history that would face threat of erasure had it not been for the resurgence
of Black representation in country music genres we originally created. Even if dancers have escapist
motivations (not the case for many), Black folks in country-western attire is no longer apolitical.

A CNN article on the dance trend weirdly aims to strip political fervor and history from Black line dancing.
They emphasize Black joy as a means of escaping harrowing political realities. This smells strangely similar
to the way that our churches strip political fervor from our salvation - you barely realize what'’s happening
unless you're invested in what was removed from the narrative. In the case of Boots on the Ground, it’s the
Black history that’s under attack. Boots on the Ground is, in some way, our triumphal entry preceeding a
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new era of suffering at the claws of the state. Our embrace of communality and synchronized movement may
be joyful and fulfilling, but that doesn’t make it automatically escapist no matter how many interviews confirm
the biased agenda.

The triumphal entry allows us an example of movement building that doesn’t require our misery. It is protest
strategy that does not threaten all attendees with arrest or worse. Most importantly, these Luke events that
follow the triumphal entry prove that our salvation is a political matter even if we reserve time to dance. Our
insistence on participating in Western-style line dance and Ballroom-style fan-waving is a snide response to a
hegemonic empire trying to tell us who we are.While methods of resistance doesn’t need to share a similar
appearance, they are likely to elicit similar responses of repression.As the future Black history museums is
threatened, we can turn to forms of resistance like art and merrymaking as we always have to reestablish our
connection our collective Truth.

Interpersonal - The gospels all seem to have something against Peter. As we’ve considered, there is

a nauseating relationship with sacrifice in our second testament, and it seems that Peter is always being
chastised in the Gospel’s post-mortem. It’s a bit unsettling how the foreshadowing of Peter’s denials are such
a key feature of the passion plot. They are headlined with the charged descriptions including “denial” and
“betrayal” but never “self preservation”.

In part because of this plot point, the Martyr as a Christian figure has automatically become its own icon.
Books and magazines in Christian shelves obsess over these victims of religious intolerance who choose
death over betraying their truth. Although this lapse in integrity is portrayed as Peter’s lowest moment, he
later becomes instrumental in creating the framework for the early church. Had Peter risked and lost his life
to keep his word to Christ, we have no reason to believe he would have been offered a resurrection. Death,
no matter how valiant, tends to be permanent.We treat Peter’s actions as though fearing for his life is not a
valid reason to temporarily silence his Christ-loyal fervor. It feels callous to blame Peter without considering
why he lied.

Peter doesn’t deny Jesus because he is spineless - this goes against much of what we’ve learned about Peter
thus far. If any disciple has a strong personal ethic, it’s him. If any disciple would ignore the risks of speaking
his truth, it'’s him! The same man who sliced off the ear of a High Priest’s slave without a thought -The man
who could ignore the immutable laws of physics to join Jesus on the water now is denying Jesus almost to his
face.This is not the Peter we know! Peter was never perfect, but he’s not two-faced. He’s terrified.

As we moralize Peter’s choice having never faced the circumstances he did, we presume that he should have
kept his word to Jesus regardless of the cost. But if the cost was that his arrest led to the detainment and
conviction of all 12 or even a majority of disciples, would that have been appropriate? It feels gross to form
a habit of arbitrating how people should best respond to violences you’ll never have to face. Even worse is
building cults around martyrdom that discourage choice and agency to prioritize survival. Communities who
are forced into assimilation and complicity for survival, like Peter; are the real victims.
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As the empire points heavy artillery at the most marginalized, the expectation that the oppressed valiantly
accept death as martyrs could be more empire-aligned than we realize. Likewise, we may begin to valorize
sacrifice and martyrdom in ways that compel us to vilify sensible survival tactics like that of Peter.We
might feel guilty if we let the baby cry for too long.We might feel guilty for not helping plan a third ministry
gathering in one month.We might feel shame for leaving the action before police deploy teargas.We may
think we need to organize around the clock.

Before you sacrifice yourself, ask yourself to what or whose altar is this sacrifice being made? If you lay your
life down at the altar of capitalism to support your family, are the resources gained being stewarded with
utmost care?! Are you clear that your sacrifice honors the divine within and without? Is the God who may
request this sacrifice of you one by whom you feel supremely loved?

There is a rightful place for collectivism and sacrifice in the struggle for liberation, but let’s make sure that
we’re choosing into it with resolve instead of being compelled to suffer by fear and shame.

Words for inspiration:

It is not the punishment but the cause that makes the martyr.

-Saint Augustine

Sources
https://www.cnn.com/interactive/2025/03/entertainment/black-line-dancing-protest-cnnpho-
E::és://www.nbcnews.com/news/amp/rcna 189357

https://www.anothermanmag.com/style-grooming/ | | 048/a-brief-history-of-dior-s-hand-fan-
kim-jones-miami

© 2025 enfleshed




Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Bipartisan bill could improve land access for new PA farmers

What Will You Do?

Trump funding cuts ripple through rural America
Amtrak’s new trains will have bigger windows, comfier seats, and higher speeds
FBI raids home of prominent computer scientist who has gone incommunicado

[enfleshed doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought

partners]

Commentaries Author

Casey Overton (she/they) is a radical nonprofit strategist, writer, and
spiritual activist who is insistent on cultivating space for collective healing.
They are the editor of “Liturgy that Matters”, an enfleshed publication,
and the coordinator for Black faith programs in an affirming spiritual com-
munity. Her communications and faith-based nonprofit background has
allowed the cultural metaphysics of liberation to become an ongoing
priority in her work.They use a multi-spiritual lens to explore how
housing, land use, and queered domestic structures create restorative
environments for targeted populations. She is a graduate of Hampton
University and Duke Divinity School. She resides in the Powhatan lands
now called Richmond,VA,, USA.

Rev. Molly Bolton (she/they) is a spiritual director, hospital chaplain, and
poet who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina with her
partner, baby, and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool for liberative
spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community settings. Molly holds
a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of Divinity and a Diploma
in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San Francisco Theological Seminary.
She was trained as a chaplain at Cleveland Clinic and is ordained in the
United Church of Christ.

Hikes with stream crossings, feminist romance novels, and porch-sits with
beloveds are a few of their favorite things. Find them at revmollybolton.
com and on insta @mijbolton.
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Editor

Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters.”
Copyright

A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use these materials for
worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the subscription and hinders the well-being
of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing capacities.

Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or verbally when enfleshed
liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by _ ] should be included in the attribution. No further
permissions are needed to livestream worship using these resources.

Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.
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