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TEXTS

April 20, 2025

Acts 10:34-43

Isaiah 65:17-25

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

| Corinthians 15:19-26
John 20:1-18

Luke 24:1-12

What links the texts this week?

There is life in death and there is death lin life.We may think of the two of these as enemies or diametri-
aclly opposed. Our Gospel says this is not so. The Resurrection continues the story that we thought had
ended. It is the part of the story where the Divine has completed a painting that appears abstract and con-
fusing until She flips it upside down.There we see the face of the incarnation and the continuation of our
radical legacies. Like birth, death is a beginning of something new. Death is less of a departure and more of
an emergence.

ORDER OF WO RSH iIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)
Call to Worship

The tomb is empty!

How can it be?

God’s Love did not die at the hands of the empire!
The Resurrected One is alive—
moving ahead,

meeting us on the road,

leading us towards liberation.

Violence cannot threaten

nor can the power-hungry silence

the workings of Radical Possibility.
Love is Resurrected!

The Holy is ever-present,

beckoning us towards collective flourishing.
Bloom new life, bloom!

Opening Prayer
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Jesus—ancestor of the Palestinian people, proclaimer of liberation in the face of tyranny, martyred one at
the hands of empire—what do you have to teach us about New Life today? After your death, women who
witnessed your Enduring Presence were not believed; open our hearts to the messages of those who offer
hope.Awaken our imaginations that we might participate in beautiful possibility. Ignite our courage, that in
the face of fear, we might cultivate Ways of Life. Teach us Radical Love, oh Resurrected One.VWeave the lives
of the martyred into our souls like a prayer shawl. Tuck New Life in our pockets like seeds.

Invitation to Offering

Who are those practicing sturdy, soulful hope? Who are those cultivating gardens of new life amidst
the rubble? From the wisdom of the marginalized and the stories of the cast-aside comes a map to our
collective flourishing.We collect our offerings this Easter, guided by this powerful undercurrent of love.

Prayer of Dedication

God of Mary Magdalene, Joanna, and Mary the mother of James—thank you for these women who
compassionately cared for Jesus after his death, even in their heartbreak. How flippantly empire regards life,
that’s how fiercely we will cherish it! We dedicate our collected resources to this holy cherishing. Amen.

Benediction

The stone is rolled away!

The Resurrected One has not gone away,
but has gone ahead.

Go forth following the path of Radical Love
co-creating New Life at every turn.

SERMON PREP

Questions:

*  Who in your faith community is most likely to witness miracles based on how diligently they show up
and are present to the needs of the commuinity? How can this better align with their platform and
position in your faith context?

* How proximate is your faith leadership to the marginalized people who are equipped to lead your faith
into its next era

* How can your community effectively combat despair while centering the perspective of marginalized
people?
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Application
This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Damon Garcia (he/him).

Cosmic - Why does God reveal the resurrection to the women first? The most obvious reason is because
the women were the only ones who stuck around.The men had abandoned Jesus when he was arrested. Jesus
seems to think even God abandoned him as he cries out “Why have you forsaken me?”. But when the men and
God left, the women stayed. In Luke’s account Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and other
unnamed women with them watched the crucifixion from a distance and stayed while his body hung and the
crowds dispersed.Then they followed Joseph of Arimathea to the tomb, and came back to care for the body.

Feminist theologian Elisabeth Schussler Fiorenza explains the power in this practice:

“Their narrative valorizes a compassionate practice of honoring those unjustly killed. It celebrates women
as faithful witnesses who do not relinquish their commitment and solidarity with those who fall victim in
the struggle against dehumanizing powers.”!

I’'m sure these faithful women at the tomb were filled with just as much doubt and confusion as the men were,
but their duty to take care of their friend Jesus was more important. Their love for Jesus, even in death, led
them to the empty tomb.And that’s a love that Jesus couldn’t even teach. If he could, then his closest man
disciples would have shown up too. Jesus’ message of radical love could only be made complete through the
example of these women.The disciples had to learn from both Jesus and these dedicated women to really
understand the kind of love Jesus was talking about.

Take a moment and remember the women in your life as you were growing up who exemplified radical
presence, commitment, and solidarity. Fiorenza connects these women:

“The empty tomb proclaims the Living One’s presence in the ekklésia of women gathered in Jesus’ name,
in the faces of our grandmothers who have struggled for survival and dignity. Jesus is going ahead — not
going away: so the women in the Gospels, and we with them, are told.”?

The message of the empty tomb is a declaration of God’s presence, but this message also calls for our own
presence.We're called to show up, even with our doubts, confusion, and frustration.VWWe don’t have to be
perfect.We just have to show up.And it’s only when we show up for one another that we get the opportunity
to experience a miracle.

I Elisabeth Schiissler Fiorenza, Jesus: Miriam’s Child, Sophia’s Prophet (New York: Bloomsbury T&T Clark, 1994), 136.
2 Fiorenza, 137.
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Structural - Were there really two men in dazzling apparel at the empty tomb to explain the resurrection
to the women there? There’s reasons within the Bible itself to be skeptical about this part. Mark is the
earliest gospel which says there was only one young man there, with an average non-radiant white robe.
Matthew and Luke used Mark as a source for those gospels so we can see places in the text where they
edit Mark to serve their own purpose. Matthew explicitly calls the young man an angel, descending from
heaven with an appearance like lightning. Luke goes in a different direction. He says there were not one, but
two men there. Both Matthew and Luke seem to be trying to add credibility to the messenger.Then we get
to John and there is no messenger.

Another difference between the gospel accounts is which women were there. Mark says it was “Mary
Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Salome.” Matthew says “Mary Magdalene and the other
Mary.” Luke says “Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them.”
John says it was just Mary Magdalene. Even stranger, Paul’s account of the resurrection, written around two
decades earlier than Mark, removes the messenger and the women at the empty tomb.

So what’s going on here? My personal theory is that these differences between the resurrection accounts
give us a hint of the ways that women leaders’ roles in the origins of Christianity were frequently being
emphasized and deemphasized as the resurrection account evolved over the years.

| believe there’s good reason to believe there is some historicity to the detail that women were the first
witnesses to the resurrection, whether it happened exactly as it’s written or not.The gospel writers are
evangelists writing within a patriarchal culture so there’s more credibility to lose than there is to gain by
adding the detail that women were the first witnesses of the resurrection. For some reason, Paul feels
justified in leaving specific women witnesses out of his version of the story, but by the time we get to
Mark, something’s changed.What happened between these two writings? | believe the influence of Mary
Magdalene and other women leaders grew so much that by the time Mark, Matthew, and Luke are written,
they knew that if they didn’t mention the women witnesses that people would potentially doubt their
account.We know from the rest of the Bible that when the patriarchal revision gives women a leading role
in the story then you can assume that those women must have had an even bigger role than what’s revealed
in the text—a role so significant that it was impossible to retell the story without women’s inclusion. A
version of the story where Peter, the head of the church, finds the empty tomb first would be a lot more
convenient for evangelism, but perhaps the writers knew that their audience was already anticipating the
part where Mary Magdalene and her friends show up first.

In our passage, it’s even funny that Peter walks away from the empty tomb “wondering to himself what
had happened.” Why is he wondering to himself? Why not consult with the women that just told him what
happened? To save Peter’s image Luke must make it seem like he figured everything out on his own.

So the women get added back into the story, but they have to clean it up a bit. They have to save the

patriarchy to make sure people know which leaders are really in charge.And this is why | think the Markan
account adds a man at the tomb, ready to mansplain the resurrection. But maybe the people weren’t always
buying it. So Matthew beefs it up by making him an angel and Luke beefs it up by adding a second man.And
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| speculate that the messenger man gets removed by John because John is writing much later and perhaps by
this time the evangelists finally admitted, “Okay people aren’t buying this, so let’s stop pretending like some
mysterious men told the women that Jesus had risen.”

| like to imagine that the women were added back into the story because the women and the audience
wouldn’t let the storytellers forget.VWe must continue to apply this pressure on today’s storytellers.

In a Black Lives Matter Easter sermon womanist theologian Dr.Wil Gafney said:

“People will remember the names of the disciples who were neither at the cross nor at the tomb but
the women who were at both will be collapsed into a cloud of Marys, in the same way no one quite
remembers the three black queer women who started Black Lives Matter, Alicia Garza, Opal Tometti and
Patrisse Cullors.”

People also forget the women and fems that started Pride. They forget about Marsha P. Johnson, Sylvia Rivera,
and Stormé Delarverie who were instrumental in the Stonewall Uprising. They also forget those who started
the first pride march to commemorate the first anniversary of the Stonewall Uprising, including Brenda
Howard, Ellen Broidy, and Linda Rhodes.

These patterns of forgetting aren’t accidents. They’re the result of patriarchal power reshaping memory to
serve itself.VVe have the power to resist these erasures. Let’s keep telling the full resurrection story: women
were there first. And they’ve been leading ever since.

Interpersonal - Resurrection doesn’t direct our attention to some future glory, but to a glory that’s right
here and right now.The disciples are instructed to return home to Galilee, but Galilee hasn’t changed; The
disciples’ awareness has.They learn that the story isn’t over. Galilee is no longer a land of hopelessness or a
reminder of what they’ve lost. It’s a site of radical hope and potential. Christ lives. The story goes on.We're
now the body of Christ and the work continues.

Feminist theologian Ivone Gebara explains the way that Jesus’ transcendence of death invites us to transcend
deadly conditions:

“Resurrection understood as new life in different senses and situations, as the return to a quality of

human life, signifies not a return to life after a total physical death, or an individual life in a contemplated
heaven, but a transcendence of situations in which death, murder; injustice, or destruction of a people, a

3 Wilda Gafney, “When the Crucified Rise: A Black Lives Matter Easter Sermon,” https://www.wilgafney.com/2017/04/16/
when-the-crucified-rise-a-black-lives-matter-easter-sermon/.
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group or a person has been present.”*

Death, murder injustice, and destruction seem like good descriptors of life in the acceleration of fascism
under a second Trump administration. Transcending this situation may seem like a feat that would be just as
miraculous as Jesus coming back from the dead.

So how do we transcend? Whatever strategy we choose must begin with following the example of the

women at the tomb by continuing to show up for each other. It’s tempting to follow the example of the
men in the story who gave in to hopelessness and isolated themselves, but as we know from the story,

that’'s how we miss out on miracles.

We don’t need to have all the answers right now.We just need to remember that the story isn’t over. God
is still with us.The tomb is empty. Death doesn’t have the last word, because, even in the midst of death,
we commit to keep on speaking.All you need is one more word. Come up with a word of your own that
you can declare to guarantee that death isn’t the final word. That word can be love, or hope, or solidarity,
or justice.As long as you continue to declare that word for yourself and your community then you refuse
to let death have the final word.

Let’s also learn from the mistakes of the more famous disciples and actually listen to those marginalized
in our community who have a word of hope, despite how confusing it may seem at first in a time like this.
Women are still often the ones reminding us that the story isn’t over to this day. People of marginalized
genders are reminding us that there’s work to do and we must continue to listen and show up for it.

Sometimes we’re hopeless because we’re just not paying enough attention. If you feel like everyone around
you is just expressing doom, then perhaps you need to listen to other voices. | love the way Dr. Gafney
advises to “listen for the rumbling, not the grumbling.” Listen for the rumbling of the falling empire and for
the rumbling of the new world emerging from below.The empire is loud, but so is the ground beneath it,
shaking with the footsteps of those still showing up, still loving, still fighting. The story’s far from over. Even

2,000 years later, it’s just getting started.

Words for inspiration:

“Resenting that label, | had joined the majority of black women in America in denouncing feminism... .The
feminists were right. The value of my life had been obliterated as much by being female as by being black
and poor. Racism and sexism in America were equal partners in my oppression.” = Elaine Brown

4 Ivone Gebara,*“The Face of Transcendence” in Searching the Scriptures Volume One:A Feminist Introduction, ed. Elisa-
beth Schissler Fiorenza (New York:The Crossroad Publishing Company, 1993), 182.
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Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Monday Starter: Trump ends funding for legal services for migrant children
Meet the incels and anti-feminists of Asia

“Hands Off!”’: | Million Protest Trump’s Cuts,Attacks on Education, Immigration,VWar on Gaza & More

Israel killed 15 Palestinian paramedics and rescue workers one by one, says UN

Food-insecure AR families could suffer because of federal cuts

[enfleshe]d doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought
partners

Commentaries Author

Damon Garcia (he/him) is a writer, video essayist, and public theologian
for a liberative Christianity. His work is inspired by liberation theology,
decolonial theory, and anti-capitalist politics as he helps people unsettle
and untangle the influence of Christian teachings developed to justify
colonization. He is the author of The God Who Riots:Taking Back the
Radical Jesus (Broadleaf Books, 2022). He lives in Santa Maria, California.
Follow Damon’s work on Twitter @whoisdamon and at damongarcia.
com.

Liturgy Author

Rev. Molly Bolton (she/they) is a spiritual director, hospital chaplain, and
poet who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina with

her partner, baby, and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool for
liberative spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community settings.
Molly holds a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of Divinity

and a Diploma in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San Francisco
Theological Seminary. She was trained as a chaplain at Cleveland Clinic
and is ordained in the United Church of Christ.Hikes with stream
crossings, feminist romance novels, and porch sits with beloveds are a few

of their favorite things. Find them at revmollybolton.com and on insta @
mijbolton.
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Editor

Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters.”

Copyright

A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use
these materials for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the
subscription and hinders the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing
capacities.

Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or
verbally when enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by ]
should be included in the attribution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using
these resources.

Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.
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