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Acts 9:1-6, (7-20)
Psalm 30
Revelation 5:11-14
John 21:1-19

What links the texts this week? 

Resurrection is also restoration of life. We know it most acutely from the grave, but acts of restoration 
take place every day: A people with one less enemy to flee from, a persecutor-turned-co-conspirator, 
abundant yeild from minimal labor, scarcity becomes overflow. The work of our Creator is that of the 
Restorer. Our faith is one where that which is lost unjustly can be restored. God sees to it. This is nat-
ural law, and all of creation sings praise. That which is lost can be restored. Not without grief, pain, and 
trauma. Even if we lose ourselves like Saul had, that which is lost can be restored.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship 

Here is the honest call, the holy invitation, the sacred task of our lives:
To seek and be sought by Love
When we betray Love out of fear or greed or shame
Love calls us to account
Love looks us in the face
Love asks us to tend and mend and repair
Love cherishes and guides us
and fills our hearts with courage
We belong to Love! Let us listen for Love’s message.

Opening prayer

Beloved One, your grace moves us. We are accustomed to being pacified or punished for our errors. 
Shamed or excused. Discarded or dismissed. But instead, your love calls us back into right-relationship. With 
ourselves. With you. With kin across the globe. May we be brave enough to accept this grace, that healing 
and repair may belong to us all. Amen.

Invitation to offering

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BOWF_myMzBEs0I5bp1SHYfXXeNrwfXoX6Op2scyzCaM/edit?usp=sharing
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If we love God, we take care of each other. If we love God, we feed each other. If we love God, we despise 
evil that leaves neighbors hungry. We love, not by word alone, but in action, sharing what we have so that 
there is enough. In this spirit, let us gather our offerings together.

Prayer of dedication

Faithful One, thank you for never giving up on us. For calling us back to ourselves when we stray. For 
holding our feet to Love’s fire. For confronting us with truths that set us free. For believing in what we can 
do together when we are honest and accountable. In gratitude, we bring these gifts to you. Amen. 

Benediction

Grace sends us to be brave!
Not to live perfectly but to live earnestly our beliefs.
Striving to take care of each other.
Committing to repair when we do harm.
Seeking to ever deepen into the embrace of love and liberation.
Let us spend our lives in this holy practice and know that God is near.

SERMON PREP

Questions:

•	 How does your faith tradition reckon with the “incompleteness” of the work of the 
Gospel? What do you recommend for those struggling in their sense of reconciliation 
being incomplete?

•	 Who does your faith community feed most often and why? How can your “table” be 
expanded to feed groups it may not already be in the practice of feeding?

•	 How can you help to develop a communal faith practice of community care even when 
it comes at great costs? How can you guide others into their risk assessments around 
certain forms of care?
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Application

This week’s sermon commentaries and the liturgical benediction are written by Nichola Torbett (she/her). 
 
Cosmic - I can’t hear this passage without remembering a piercing retelling of it by Adam Braun at a recent 
retreat here at Kirkridge Retreat Center where I work. Narrated from the perspective of the Beloved Disciple, 
who, in Braun’s version, is deeply in love with Jesus but never gets to tell him, this story is suffused with longing 
and with the possibility of second chances. It pulses with the joy of the Beloved’s presence and is shot through 
with the grief of losing him once again.

These resurrection appearances would have been so strange, right? Impossible, except real, but so fleeting! 
How must they have felt?

What happens to the notion of resurrection when we remember that these appearances are momentary and 
incomplete? That Jesus keeps disappearing even when he was just right there?

At the same retreat, Braun situated Paul, and thus the gospels influenced by him, within the Jewish apocalyptic 
tradition that anticipated the return of the messiah as the Son of Man, coming to restore justice once and for 
all.

We are now nearly 2000 years later, and we’re still waiting.

And so the Christian community, like the Jewish community of disciples, is oriented around a pregnant ab-
sence—the absence of love’s fulfillment, the absence of justice—punctuated by occasional, momentary remind-
ers that it is still coming. There is something, not reassuring, but at least orienting about that vision of Christian 
life.

No wonder things feel so agonizing. No wonder our communities are so fraught with tension and hypocrisy 
and disappointment. No wonder we are not yet fully reconciled, unlike the communities of our dreams.

But the fact that it’s understandable doesn’t mean we become complacent about it. Not at all. The directive 
is crystal clear: We have a role to play in the coming of justice. In this agonizing “meanwhile,” feed the sheep. 
Care for the flock. Keep looking for that strange figure on the shore, giving counterintuitive instructions: When 
all seems fruitless, keep working to nourish people. Try it this other way, on the other side of the boat. Throw 
yourself into the water and start wading as fast as you can toward the possibility of Love. In times of precarity, 
share what you have. 

In this grief chasm, can we love one another well? Can we care for one another as if gathered around a char-
coal fire, the smell of roasting fish in the air? In those moments we find ourselves in the presence of the One 
we have been waiting for.

What shadowy but somehow trustworthy figures are giving instructions in your community even in this time 
of unraveling? Who are you looking toward for “fishing advice” who looks and sounds like Jesus? What would 
it mean to jump out of the boat and wade toward the vision they are setting forth, remembering Bernice A. 
King’s recent words, “Justice is Love lived out. Justice isn’t revenge: It’s re/alignment with Love.”
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Structural - How much tax is owed on those 153 fish, and who would pay it? Was Peter’s fishing license 
up to date? Did he have permission to use the boat? Could the disciples afford to eat this haul, with or 
without Jesus? Any reference to fishing in the Sea of Galilee would benefit from remembering that fishing 
was a contested enterprise in Roman-occupied Palestine: the industry was heavily taxed, regulated, and 
policed. Despite any intuitive sense we might have that the fish in the sea are part of the commons, readily 
available to everyone, this was not the case then and is not the case now.

This is absolutely a story about abundance. The number of fish is outrageous for one haul. The fish and 
bread are reminiscent of the feeding miracles, loaves and fishes for all. It’s a reminder that, despite our fears 
of scarcity (“Where will we buy enough food to feed all these people?” John 6:5) there is plenty for every-
one if we distribute it faithfully. And, I imagine Robin Wall Kimmerer might add, if we don’t reduce it to a 
commodity to be bought and sold but instead recognize it as gift.

This is a story of abundance, but then as now, the abundance of the natural world is subject to the machina-
tions of geopolitics, and the result, in this moment, is often mass starvation.

This is important to remember in a time when so many are starving in the Gaza Strip, not so very far from 
the Sea of Galilee. Famine was officially declared in March 2024—more than a year ago—when it was found 
that 1.1 million people in Gaza were experiencing catastrophic food insecurity. In recent months, as Israeli 
bombs again fall over the region, the situation has gotten worse, not better. Recently a friend told me that 
the family she was supporting told her to stop sending money; there was no more flour to be bought.

Please stop and take that in. At least in this part of Gaza there is no flour to be bought.

Just last month, $12 million of US aid was cut from programs providing relief in Gaza.

Meanwhile, cuts to USAID under the Trump administration means that Sudan will lose more than $125 mil-
lion in US humanitarian aid when 630,000 people are experiencing famine and 26.4 million face acute food 
insecurity.

How, in the midst of this, do we take seriously Jesus’ command to Peter, who stands in for all of us who 
aspire to be disciples? How do we feed one another?

In April 2024, Christians for a Free Palestine shut down the US Senate cafeteria, demanding that Senators 
commit to “send bread, not bombs” to Gaza. Some 60 people were arrested.

We are in the agonizing meanwhile—the indeterminate stretch of time before justice finally comes—and in 
that interval, we are commanded to feed one another.

How can your community take action on this command? You might form small groups who take action 
under the leadership of Christians for a Free Palestine. Maybe you could organize a dinner for your local 
community where folks come together to eat and place dozens of calls to Congressional representatives, 
urging them to fight cuts to USAID and focus funding on hunger relief rather than weapons. Even purple 
congregations can participant in nonpartisan efforts led by Bread for the World to end hunger here and 
around the world.

Interpersonal - Maybe the most common interpretation of this passage emphasizes the reconciliation 

https://christiansforafreepalestine.com/
https://go.bread.org/page/79150/subscribe/1?ea.tracking.id=25G2S01X&utm_campaign=25G2&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwnui_BhDlARIsAEo9Guv6XV6cy_RJ3SZNvrNIiJDnW6oeucb7hTlQdFG7ZpmOBQbn17T_pQUaApFhEALw_wcB
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that happens between Jesus and Peter, who denied Jesus three times on the night before his crucifixion.

And there is a reconciliation. Jesus asks “Do you love me?” He asks it three times, mirroring the three de-
nials. And each time, Peter answers yes. I imagine him sounding more desperate and exasperated with each 
repetition. After each affirmative answer, Jesus insists that this love—if it is real—must be evidenced in ac-
tion taken to care for the most vulnerable. In other words, Peter needs to change. He needs to stop denying 
people in the moment of their need and take the risk of solidarity.

If, as I speculated above, Christian community (maybe any community?) is lived in the presence of the ab-
sence of justice; if the external conditions in which communities form are perilous, gaslighting, and abusive, 
then community is always going to be imperfect. We are going to disappoint and hurt one another. We 
are going to fail at perfect solidarity. And so there has to be grace. There have to be, in the words of Holly 
Truhlar in a recent blog post, “spells and rituals” for giving each other the benefit of the doubt, for calling 
one another into right relationship, for demonstrating repair.

And that doesn’t mean people are allowed to continue to do harm. It does not mean we welcome those 
back who continue to espouse transphobic sentiments, for example, or who double down on white suprem-
acy after having been called in.

Sometimes progressive churches overemphasize a stance that “all are welcome,” and I’m not sure that’s 
really what Jesus had in mind. The Jesus community is meant to be doing a particular thing—caring for and 
joining in solidarity with the most vulnerable, Jesus’ “sheep”—and anyone who earnestly wants to join in 
that thing is welcome. The hope is that one day everyone will join in. But you are not welcome to come in 
here and sabotage the thing.

Sometimes I wonder if Jesus is looking down from heaven and thinking Judas was his first organizing mistake. 
Judas was not on board with the whole self-giving love thing. Maybe Jesus should have been clearer. Maybe 
the membership commitment should have been spelled out in more detail. Peter is not Judas. Peter is dif-
ferent. Peter has a longing to do the thing, at least some of the time. (He is a little bit at war with himself 
throughout the gospels, but that is maybe understandable. Who among us is not a little ambivalent about 
costly solidarity?)

The instructions from Jesus could not be clearer. Care for life even when it’s costly, even when you may be 
led “where you do not want to go.” Until Jesus comes back for good, whatever that means, we are going to 
do it imperfectly. But we can make repair. We can try again. That is what Peter did. We can, too.
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Words for inspiration:

“No one can accept the precepts of neoliberalism and consider themselves Christian.”

- Pope Francis
May he rest peacefully knowing he faught well.
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