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TEXTS
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Acts 9:36-43
Psalm 23
Revelation 7:9-17
John 10:22-30

What links the texts this week?

When empires insist on offering us no options other than death, life becomes our resistance.While
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death is not our enemy, states and their violent rulers weaponize it for their own selfish gain. Those of

us who know violence well know the importance of eternal life.VWe wish to know intimately a life lived

well and long.We remember the time before evil powers intervened and ended our worlds.We may

not always be able to avoid death, nor should we.Where death comes by violence and agency stripped
away, we can know that we worship a God of resurrection. They may kill us, but we’ll leave it up to our

Creator to decide if we're dead or not.Wouldn’t our enemies hate to see us alive and well?

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to Worship

Amidst destruction

Blessed be the creators

Amidst despair

Blessed be the nurturers of connection
Amidst cynicism

Blessed be those practicing hope

Amidst cruelty

Blessed be the gentle

Amidst death-dealing systems

Blessed be those with reverence for life

The God of New Life blesses
those who love compassion and justice.
Let us worship God.

Opening Prayer

Praise be the protectors, organizers, educators, and conservationists.
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Praise be the healers, death doulas, midwives, and caregivers.

Praise be the artists, writers, singers, and visionaries.

Praise, praise, praise be the children, the playful, the open-hearted, those who school us in present-moment
living.

Holy Spirit, guide us towards what is ours to do today. Root us in spiritual practices, that we may be

grounded in our work. Remind us that we are part of a web of interdependence; that collective thriving
requires both steadfast devotion and soulful rest. Amen.

Invitation to Offering

Labor organizer Mother Jones famously said “Pray for the dead and fight like hell for the living” So let us grieve
all that needs to be grieved and fight for all that needs to be fought for.VWe collected our gifts and offerings
today, that it may be so.

Prayer of Dedication

Holy One, we pray for the dead—those whose lives inherently have meaning. Those who died too soon.
Those who suffered needlessly. Those who the living miss everyday.

Holy One, we pray for the living—that they may know wellness in the here and now.That our shared
efforts and resources may contribute to our collective freedom.Amen.

Benediction

Rooted in practice, held in community, blessed by those who have gone before us—
we go forth honoring God and each other with our lives.

SERMON PREP

Questions:

* Does your tradition openly acknowledge all the places where it may have lost its way and deviated from
the liberating intentions of its forebears? How can you help your tradition recover lost disciples who
were erased from recognition?

*  What parts of your memory do you need to reclaim from capitalist hegemony? How can you remem-
ber and resurrect the marginalized in an embodied way?

*  What do you know about the passions of those in your close community? How would they want you

to share their ministry and care for others when they can no longer do it for themselves?
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Application
This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Casey Overton (she/they).

Cosmic - The miracles all seem to happen according to a similar formula of sorts. It starts to feel ritualistic
after they echo again and again throughout the scriptures. Depending on your degree of skepticism, each
repetition may strengthen your belief in their historicity or the formulaic nature may make them seem far
beyond plausible. All we know with wavering certainty is that our connection to the cosmic power that enables
miracles seems to have been severed. Healing and deliverance services are rightfully met with deep suspicion,
especially when the faith leader reveals a business model embedded within their “ministry.” Ve have the task
of figuring out what these snippets of supposedly historical retelling mean for us today. Today.When there are
too few miracle-working disciples to create food for Congolese children, stop aggressors against Sudanese
mothers, and reattach blown-off limbs to Palestinian men. Something isn’t right.

Let’s go back to the formula, then. It begins in the First Testament. Harper Collins’ Study Bible explains how,
“Parallels to earlier stories concerning Elijah (1 Kings 17.17-24), Elisha (2 Kings 4.18-37),and Jesus (Lk 7.1 |-
17,8.41-42,49-56) identify the prophetic power of the church with that of Israel’s prophets and Jesus.” These
Second Testament occurrences have so far occurred in Luke and Acts which are believed to be by a common
author. This author is intentional in accentuating a link between the ancient prophetic Jewish tradition and
their current emerging faith practice that is innovating Judaism.This isn’t a drastic departure or shunning of the
parent religion — the author builds on it. Continuing the miracle ritual format established by Elijah and Elisha
connects this new expression of their faith to the ancient prophetic wisdom.This could even suggest that
there is spiritual technology being employed here that allows the miracles to be possible. Their faith practice,
however inventive, has an ancestry characterized by provision, protection, healing, and resurrection.

Now, let’s examine where we are currently.

For our Western Protestant fellowships, of whose legacies are we considering ourselves extensions? Whose
footsteps beat the paths we trod? We know and speak the names of Wesley, Luther, Calvin. If we're Baptist,
things get a bit more complicated but Smyth, Williams, and Clarke are the infrequently named influences.
When our congregations set out to do awe-inspiring works in the name of God, who do we name as our
predecessors in that work? If they are named at all, are those predecessors always men and/or white?

Globalization and hegemony erases the contributions of the global racial majority, in part, by weaponizing the
elimination of language which is its own resource. Doctress Thomasina Chupco shares an Instagram infographic
about indigenous practices and plant knowledge being erased with their original languages.

“Over 40% of the world’s 7,000 languages are endangered.When they disappear, we don’t just lose words
- we lose enture ecosystems of knowlege especially around plants, land, and healing...When you speak

to a plant in its original name, you are not labeling it - you are acknowledging its spirit. That name is part
of a web of relationship that includes history, protocol, and prayer.To lose the language is to lose the
instructions on how to live well with the land.”
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The miracles are connected to memory and lineage in ways both cosmic and material.

If we want to have any hope of being a miracle-working church again, this passage may offer an all-important
clue. Our power may be bound up in the remembrance of our ancestors and repetition of the techniques
and technologies that worked for them. Perhaps this may not be possible if we're so preoccupied with
presenting Christianity as “new” and therefore “best” (aka supreme).The miracle-working practices most
authentic to some of us may not be “Christian” at all.

This depends on how we define Christianity. | don’t (nor do | usually) mean the creeds and confessions.The
spoken/written word is not the only space which houses meaning and definition. In some of our bodies,

it is being a by-faith witness of resurrection that inspired us to build on and evolve our ancient cultural
traditions like the disciples did. It could be less about us all believing the same exact story and following the
same exact rules;Acts |10 records Gentile’s acceptance of the Holy Spirit despite their differing heritage.
Our ministry settings could be incubators for people of all cultural backgrounds to infuse their own
cultures into the Gospel. Instead of seeing this as a continuation of early church custom, we tend to view

9.

this as contamination of our faith’s “purity.”

We have no way to measure the extent to which miraculous potential has been lost in our faith since
ancient times. Our inability to come close to recovering the formula is, based on my reading of this text,
an indication that cultural hegemony within our religion has hollowed it of its most liberating spiritual
mechanics. There is a correlation between observable “science” - enlightenment empiricism - and the
inclination of a culture to even expect something like a miracle. Even if humanity will never witness proven
miraculous resurrection, couldn’t the recovery of our ancestral technologies be well worth our dedication
regardless?

Structural - This account of Tabitha’s resurrection goes a bit out of its way to share more about Tabitha
than we typically hear about the recipients of miracles. The widows, mourning the loss of this community
pillar, show Peter her handiwork in making tunics.VVe get the sense that these may not be your regular
cheap tunics.We are chaperoned through the text, feeling the magnitude of the loss by way of the pride she
must have had in making these coats - they weren’t just functional, but probably impressive!

A lot of us don’t have access to handcrafted garments like this. Instead, we’ve traded quality for quantity in
our clothing and textiles. Speaking of trading, if manufacturers’ and clothing brands’ shipping costs increase
by dozens of percentage points, that may not create a friendly landscape for garment workers to have any
hope of earning fair wages. Chronically underpaid since industrialization, we have forced modern garment
workers out of being people like Tabitha, who were artisans with disposable income to help the poor (even
as a speculated widow herself!). Now, garment workers are among the poorest of workers globally, the
luckiest among them recipients of life-sustaining charity. This “women’s” labor is so long-degraded that we
have all found comfort in our complicity with their unending struggle to provide for themselves and their
families.We know it’s Western consumption that drives this dehumanizing machine. Our “sunday best”
comes at their expense. Here are some headlines and articles from this week alone:
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[

Nike Says Its Factory Workers Earn Nearly Double the Minimum VWage.At This Cambodian Factory, [%
Made That Much.”

“Will Trump Tariffs Help or Hurt U.S. Garment Workers?”
“An appeal to Sri Lankan garment workers: How to fight tariff war attacks on jobs and wages

"

Tabitha, the patron saint of seamstresses and tailors, should also have jurisdiction over garment workers.As
such, she would be incensed by the conditions the Church has allowed for her sisters.This is a woman who
dedicated her life to “good works and charity” as the text says - she cared about the plight of the poor which
also includes our garment workers.Yet when we remember St.Tabitha, these connections do not follow
automatically.

When we remember St.Tabitha at all, we are not nearly as protective of her memory as the widows
mourning her must have been. Because of their call for Peter, we witness in our sacred text the only
recorded resurrection Peter performs. Even more, we are gifted a language shift with pivotal potential. This
episode opens with the introduction of a new “disciple”, but the author makes one little change. In the
Greek, the noun for “disciple” that appears here is feminine for the first and only time in this testament. Let’s
consider, though, that this comes not long after the same author reaffirms women as the first witnesses and
tellers of the Gospel following Jesus’ resurrection in Luke. Our feminine cast members are central in the
formation of the early church- even this resurrection of a beloved disciple contributed to new followers
throughout Joppa.

Interestingly, Joppa - now Jaffa - would continue to be a place where truth spread and sharing of information
thrived. Later in Joppa’s history, Wikipedia draws on llan Lior’s work for Haaretz to summarize that,

“It was also a Palestinian hub for journalism in Mandatory Palestine in the 20th century, where Falastin and
Al-Difa’ newspapers were established. After the 1948 Palestine War, most of its Arab population fled or
were expelled, and the city became part of then newly established state of Israel, and was unified into a
single municipality with Tel Aviv in 1950...”

Capitalism and imperialism change the fabric of our memory and, as a result, change who we are over time.
The consolidations of power over the last couple of centuries have stunted our agency in embodying our
concern for garment workers, Palestinians, freedom journalists all of whom are in dire need of support. Some
denominations have forgotten that there was a feminine word for disciples - the leaders originally responsible
for stewardship of the sacred fellowship.We cannot afford for our memory to be so selective, and we
certainly cannot afford to allow rapacious oligarchs to select what of our memory is retained or discarded.

As Peter restored life to Tabitha’s stagnant body, let us resurrect that which had fallen ill and died in our
collective memory.This, too, is the work of resurrection.This creates life-giving possibility. This enables

flourishing for our faith in ways that prioritize healing over hegemony.

Interpersonal - We encounter widows plenty in our sacred texts, and there are some commonalities in
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what we might learn about them.They’re often presented with a sense of purity or righteousness, even if the
wider society may not be willing to recognize that. It's most common to find them poor and/or desperate.
This was because widows represent people at a structural and financial disadvantage - they’re often
mentioned alongside orphans who are similarly vulnerable.

This text does not clearly indicate if Tabitha is a widow herself as some believe, but we find that she is in
close community with them.Tabitha, who is noted for her devotion to good works and acts of charity, would
be an anomaly within a cohort of widows.VWe might imagine the widows mourning for her not only as a
matter of custom, but as an expression of deep pain for losing someone they treasured.The odds seem high
that she would have been helping to sustain these widows by her charity, perhaps even gifting them beautiful
handmade garments.

Through this plot, we get the sense that Tabitha’s resurrection is not quite random. It overflows from her

life spent in caring for those at the bottom.There may be more to it, though.The only reason Peter was able
to be notified of Tabitha’s death was due to her memory being held in such sweetness by the community

of widows.The cries of the weakest and most vulnerable members of the community moved Peter to act
beyond anything he had completed up to this point.We don’t know Peter to even be capable of resurrecting
someone, and he may not have known himself! We don’t know that the widows expected anything from
Peter other than for him to remember their dear sister.Their love for her was so dense in Peter’s heart that,
for him, it cleared space for possibility.

Perhaps our own love and resulting grief can be alchemized in similar ways. More specifically, the tears of
our most marginalized community members can show us where the work of our dearly departed has gone
unfinished - where their hopes and passions can be given new life. This can only happen when we remember
them in their fullness.To which causes would our loved ones have devoted their disposable income? The
way capitalism forecloses possibility, literally robbing many of us of leisure and disposable income, makes
discovering one another’s passions much more challenging. Do we know the passions of the sisters who

are always working and never have a dime to spare? Are we familiar with the hope-fueled concerns of our
siblings who hold or make themselves proximate to targeted identities?

To love our siblings well is to know not only their occupations but their preoccupations even more so.
Making coats alone probably would not have earned Tabitha the first recorded feminine disciple title (I would
like to think that in a pre-literate society, the feminine noun was in spoken use long before it was written).
Tabitha didn’t just make coats - she made sure her community was covered. Her handiwork was an extension
of her care for those who might be outside in the cold wearing less layers than they need. Hers was the
work of dignifying someone who society may have left naked. Tabitha connected pieces of fabric because she
was connected to the cause of those cast-aside.To reduce her legacy to being a seamstress would have been
insult of the highest nature even if she absolutely loved what she did.To love is to know and to know is to
remember. May our fingers know well the seams of that which has held our communities together, and may
we never forget those who sewed them.
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Words for inspiration:

Listen or check out the lyrics to “Well Runs Dry” by the Souljazz Orchestra

Sources

Harper Collins Study Bible

llan Lior’s “Tel Aviv to build affordable housing for Jaffa’s Arab residents” for Haaretz.com
Doctress Thomasina Chupco’s “The link between language loss and plant knowledge”, Indige-

nous Intentions |G page

Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Voting begins in Canada as Trump repeats calls for country to become 5Ist US state

3

They aimed to kill’ - BBC identifies security forces who shot Kenya anti-tax protesters

_1h€y aimed to Kill' - BBL Identifies SECUrity Torces wno shot Renya anti-taX protesters

Conclave to elect a new pope will start on May 7

[enfleshed doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought

partners]

Commentaries Author

Casey Overton (she/they) is a radical nonprofit strategist, writer, and
spiritual activist who is insistent on cultivating space for collective healing.
They are the editor of “Liturgy that Matters”, an enfleshed publication,
and the coordinator for Black faith programs in an affirming spiritual com-
munity. Her communications and faith-based nonprofit background has
allowed the cultural metaphysics of liberation to become an ongoing
priority in her work.They use a multi-spiritual lens to explore how
housing, land use, and queered domestic structures create restorative
environments for targeted populations. She is a graduate of Hampton
University and Duke Divinity School. She resides in the Powhatan lands
now called Richmond,VA., USA.
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https://streetsensemedia.org/article/trump-executive-order-dc-homelessness/

Liturgy Author

Rev. Molly Bolton (she/they) is a spiritual director, hospital chaplain, and
poet who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina with
her partner, baby, and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool for
liberative spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community settings.
Molly holds a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of Divinity
and a Diploma in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San Francisco
Theological Seminary. She was trained as a chaplain at Cleveland Clinic
and is ordained in the United Church of Christ.

Hikes with stream crossings, feminist romance novels, and porch-

sits with beloveds are a few of their favorite things. Find them at
revmollybolton.com and on insta @mijbolton.

Editor

Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters.”
Copyright

A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use these materials for
worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the subscription and hinders the well-being
of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing capacities.

Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or verbally when enfleshed
liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by _ ] should be included in the attribution. No further
permissions are needed to livestream worship using these resources.

Email inffo@enfleshed.com with any further questions.
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