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Acts 2:1-21

Genesis | 1:1-9
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
Romans 8:14-17
John 14:8-17, (25-27)

What links the texts this week?

It is this Spirit of adoption - the one that allows us to see how we are connected to everything and
everyone else.This Spirit allows us to ignore the ways that our societies try to divide us between
classes and various other heirarchies. This Spirit overturns the confusing, scrambling otucomes of
wickedness. It encourages us to share our resources with one another instead of wasting them on
supremacist efforts. The Spirit of adoption is kin to the Wind of Change who is indistinguishable from
the Holy Spirit that binds us all to another in Love for one another. Slaves become heirs when Spirit
falls fresh. Conditions change.Worlds as we know them come to an end. God is with us.

ORDER OF WORSH | P (click here for a text version of the liturgy)
Call to Worship

The Holy Bewilder is here—

Shaking up the order of things

Pouring out Mystery over our lives
Prophesying through unlikely sources

Like mist on a mountainside

Like fire cleansing a forest

Sometimes subtle

Sometimes unwieldy

But always dreaming of a World to Come—

Where all speak the language of compassion
and are alight with the flame of solidarity.

Opening Prayer

Praise be to those with the spiritual gifts we don’t understand. Those who are overlooked because their

way-of-being is out of the ordinary.Those connected to mystery, those on a different frequency, those

attuned to the unseen.Ancient & Ever-New Spirit—stir us from our limited and limiting frameworks. Open
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us to the wisdom of the ancestors.VWhen we look into the eyes of a baby, may we witness the wonder of all
beings & the Universe reaching, with love, back towards us.Amen.

Invitation to Offering

The Spirit of the Living God resides among us—notice Her in moments of connection and care. Praise Her
when Righteous Rage bends consciousnesses towards liberation. Embody Her though sharing what you
have with the collective. Come, beloveds, we gather our offerings as the Living Body of the Cosmic Christ.

Prayer of Dedication

Towards the new order of things—where oppressors are no more.Where healing is readily accessible.
Where all have what they need.To the new order of things—we dedicate our gifts and resources, Holy
Mystery. Come and dwell among us, root us in ancient wisdom, breathe our bodies awake. Amen.

Benediction

Even amidst bewilderment—

go in mysterious peace,

attuned to wisdom from unlikely places,
open to impossible possibility,

speaking the language of compassion,
burning with Radical Love.

SERMON PREP @

Questions:

* How does your tradition speak of the “end times”? Could this be transformed in ways that are more
empowering to changemakers?

*  Who does your denomination expect God to work through based on who it platforms in its leader-
ship? Who is underrepresented and why?

* How do you react to those who share or experience inexplicable encounters with God? If this is you,
how do you wish others would respond?
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Application
This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Casey Overton (she/they).

Cosmic - Somewhere in evangelicaland, there are Christians still invigorated by the stale dispensational
narrative that has had generations of children side-eyeing the sky in hopes of never seeing one of these heart-
sinking signs of the “end times.” If the world may end tomorrow, hoarding and bequeathing generational wealth
don’t seem like congruent preoccupations, yet this tends to be the strategy of choice for many conservative
elite Christians.

Dispensationalism, particularly when mixed with fundamentalism, is one of many ways the evangelical,
control-obsessed mind attempts to take control of time itself. By setting the great reconciliation far off in an
undetermined, undefinable distance, they always have a cosmic excuse for why conditions haven’t improved -
why their continued elitist violence is justified. The conservative approach weilds scripture as a police baton to
beat back the riotous fervor of social change.

The use of the Hebrew Scriptures in this narrative is almost opposite. The author has Peter using the words
of the prophet known as Joel to explain the unexplainable scene of the Pentecost happening in the speaker’s
present. The words of the prophet refer not to a far-off, undetermined, undefinable future.The words of the
prophet, according to Acts’ Peter; are taking place before his eyes. He recognizes the moment of the Pentecost
as one holding the potential for great social and spiritual change.

19 And | will show portents in the heaven above
and signs on the earth below,
blood, and fire, and smoky mist.
20 The sun shall be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood,
before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.
21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved’

Acts 2:20’s “coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day” may have just come, according to the author. But this
is not to create a timestamp that checks off the prophesied event on some cosmic itinerary. In my December
2023 Liturgy that Matters commentary on a thematically relevant Mark | text where John baptizes people in the
Holy Spirit, we consider how change, especially in cyclical process, is core to our theology.

The Holy Spirit falling on people was introduced by prophets like Ezekiel and Joel who understood the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit to carry apocalyptic significance.“Then afterward | will pour out my spirit
on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your
young men shall see visions. Even on the male and female slaves, in those days | will pour out my spirit,”
Prophesies Joel 2:28-29 NRSVUE.

Joel continues in detailing disconcerting signs of the shift that we all come to associate with the “end
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times.” The editors of the HarperCollins Study Bible deepen our recognition of the wordplay
happening in these instances - the text is brimming with prophetic hope and fervor yet the image is a
very natural one.The spirit/breath of God is portrayed as the literal desert wind that marks the change
of seasons. It also “darkens the sky and makes the moon appear blood red due to the large amount of
dust and dirt blown through the sky.” This apocalyptic image was a regular and predicted occurrence

in the lives of this prophecy’s hearers, not the freakish transgression of nature’s laws that this text has
been mutated to connote.

While | go on to say much more in that essay about the political significance of Spirit’s presence in our
communal worship, this reading of the Joel text Peter is using allows us to dislocate the conventional
dispensations as we think of them. Peter is clearly noting an end, yet we all read this in modernity as only
the beginning. This is how Spirit works.This is how nature works.This is how breathing works.You get the
end of a breath, but it’s actually the beginning of another.There need not be any fixed point where the last
days are “finally” here.The finality of the last days is something that we, like John the Baptist, can inhabit all
the time.VWe can always be readying ourselves for change and assuming impermanence.VWe can always be
open to accepting transformation and newness that will end our comforts and contempts alike.We can
surrender ourselves to the times that will change regardless of how much we appreciate the status quo.To
fear the Spirit-inspired transformation of our world toward a classless dialogue like we see here in this text
is a likely indication that you may not be the Christ-followers you think you are. Let Pentecost be your test.

Structural - If God is a Mystery, the Holy Spirit may be among the primary reasons why. Is it a who? Or a
what? If we are mining this passage for trinitarian doctrine, we know that the Spirit can be associated with
the Lord, but most Christians will differentiate the two. In order to maintain the triumvirate nature of God,
the Holy Spirit cannot be the same person as “Lord” God the Father or “Lord” Jesus. But often, scripture
isn’t clear which “Lord” it refers to which would seem like an important distinction given that the updated
Christian theology hinges on knowing who is who.What we do know is that the prophet Joel would not
have been foreshadowing Christ. Jesus is not the “Lord” Joel refers to, but this “Lord” does apparently have
a name.The thing is, as many of us have now learned in our respective theological education settings, the
name of the God of the Hebrew children in the earlier scriptures may not have been easily pronounceable.

Some of you have already caught it or preached it - the name of YHWH may have been less of an utterance
and more of a breath.

So when the prophet says that anyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved, it strikes us as very
odd because much of what you have to do to “say” the name is just breathe.

It could then follow that everything that hath breath... praise the Lord, and having called on Her name...
will be saved! This is the text Peter feels best expresses the WILD events that just unfolded in that upper
room! We do know that both the words of Joel and the upper room experience are both particular to
Israelites and their Jewish experience - not everyone is initially included.We know, however, how the
Gospel evolves a wingspan wide enough to hold even those of us who cannot trace Jewish ancestry just as
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the Israelites began as many ethnicities sharing common interests.

When we can pause from arguing who has correctly translated or pronounced it, calling on the name of God
can still call us all back to that which we share in common - our breath.

Knowing Spirit, Breath, and God to all be agents of change can inform and shift how we think about our
theology and the timeline of our faith. Most importantly, this passage is showing us that we need not wait

for a natural or cosmic catastrophe before Divine can intervene.The new era is heralded in by this sense of
common purpose and collaboration.What the prophet Joel mentions in his declaration is not just “difference”
being disregarded.This is not diversity just because everyone finally arrived to the table. The divine
collaboration is a result of the hierarchies between those folks falling away. God is speaking to everyone
indiscriminately. Source is no respecter of class.Your eligibility is in your breath.

For our denominations that require degrees and psychological evaluations... for our parishioners who will
only listen to gifted preachers... for our denominational and financial institutions that allocate and lend
money to the same groups that historically have had minimal barriers accessing capital... How have you come
to uphold the hierarchies that the Holy Spirit serves to dismantle? Perhaps we are better off not relying on
colonial measures of aptitude to ensure accountability. This passage strongly suggests that always expecting
God to move through a man, someone with a Master’s, or the chattel-owning “Massa,” however his evil has
incarnated itself today, is to completely miss the work of God happening in all those who are marginalized.
When Spirit falls, it will not just be on the people we consider qualified. Let us worship together accordingly.

Interpersonal - They must be drunk

Notice how the “sneering” reaction is so... conclusive, which is to say closed off. It functions to try and stunt
dialogue with an explanation that others are expected to accept unquestioningly. It is crafty in the way it
distances those who observe from those who experience. Statements like these are often rooted in fear and
just as often weaponized to enforce conformity.What can try to pass as a friendly joke also has the potential
to discredit this group of individuals experiencing God in a way that transcends their own imagination. It

is the dismissal, lack of curiosity, and assertion of authority that make this reaction sinister. Instead of the
skeptics appealing to some alternative or preferred authority, they can only attempt to disparage the spiritual
authority of the group they fear. Fortunately, this was not the only reaction recorded in this episode.

What does this mean?

People who do not need to rely on control and discrediting the spiritual authority of those they don’t
understand will often take an equally if not more human approach, which is to investigate. For those of

us without conservative inclinations, we can meet new experiences with openness and curiosity. Even the
question itself is not passively declaring or steering respondents toward a particular view. It carries a sacred
femininity in the way it unfurls to receive all possibilities this awe-inspiring scenario has to offer.“VWhat does
this mean?” meets the moment with matriarchal open arms.
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Many of us learn of the Pentecost as the introduction of new ecstatic expressions in Jesus worship.

While there is no such indication in the text, ecstatic worshippers who are usually disempowered within
institutionalized faith have historically employed this passage to argue their spiritual authority. The tongues
spoken here are not described as the unknown tongues we’ve come to expect in southern and Pentecostal
fellowships. Still, we find this installation of Holy Spirit power to have been a mystical experience at the very
least.

My first grade teacher had a friend who regularly got visits from angels and had conversations with them.

A friend of mine has spoken with Jesus and departed family members. Most of my friends are gifted with
dreams, some of which are expected to take place. My own dreams don’t happen as they appear, but point
to coming seasons and changes. My mom will just have a “feeling.” | will not tell you who or what to believe.
| will only share how | decide who to trust:

There are those whose mystical experiences empower others.There are those whose mystical experiences
empower themselves. There are those whose mystical experiences disempower others.These are not all
mutually exclusive, but one is often predominant. Bishop and mystic John the Baptist offered Holy Spirit
baptism to others and facilitated their own encounters with the Divine. Moses’ encounter with God at the
burning bush liberated his people.The pastors and religious office holders with cult-leader potential, from
my experience sitting under them, are the ones who are disinterested in or resistant to others in their
fellowship are being empowered by God, especially if it challenges them.

The blessing of this passage is that as we witness the two reactions to the worshippers’ mystical experience,
we can be empowered to choose our own response the next time we are met with a spiritual experience
we can’t explain. Nothing here mandates that we must accept everyone’s “enlightenment” or experience of
their god as authoritative. Even if we're pretty sure we have encountered the next notorious cult architect,
we can ask “What does this mean?” and open a community conversation around this new expression of
faith. This way, the more mystical among us need not be discredited and disrespected for earnest fellowship

with God.

“The American way of life is not sustainable. It doesn’t acknowledge that there is a world
beyond America.”

Words for inspiration:

- Arundhati Roy
Sources

Harper Collins Study Bible
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Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

DOJ Abandons Effort to Address Phoenix’s Treatment of Homeless People
Big Moment for NYC'’s Rikers Island |ail

In Texas Prison, My Black Hair Brings a Sense of Identity—and Punishment

Over one million Hajj pilgrims arrive in Saudi Arabia ahead of Hajj season

[enfleshe]d doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought
partners

Commentaries Author

Casey Overton (she/they) is a radical nonprofit strategist, writer, and
spiritual activist who is insistent on cultivating space for collective healing.
They are the editor of “Liturgy that Matters”, an enfleshed publication,
and the coordinator for Black faith programs in an affirming spiritual com-
munity. Her communications and faith-based nonprofit background has
allowed the cultural metaphysics of liberation to become an ongoing
priority in her work.They use a multi-spiritual lens to explore how
housing, land use, and queered domestic structures create restorative
environments for targeted populations. She is a graduate of Hampton
University and Duke Divinity School. She resides in the Powhatan lands
now called Richmond,VA., USA.

Rev. Molly Bolton (she/they) is a spiritual director, hospital chaplain, and
poet who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina with her
partner, baby, and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool for liberative
spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community settings. Molly holds
a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of Divinity and a Diploma
in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San Francisco Theological Seminary.
She was trained as a chaplain at Cleveland Clinic and is ordained in the
United Church of Christ.

Hikes with stream crossings, feminist romance novels, and porch-sits with

beloveds are a few of their favorite things. Find them at revmollybolton.
com and on insta @mijbolton.
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Editor

Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters.”
Copyright

A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use these materials for
worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the subscription and hinders the well-being
of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing capacities.

Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or verbally when enfleshed
liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by _ ] should be included in the attribution. No further
permissions are needed to livestream worship using these resources.

Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.
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