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TEXTS
May 25, 2025

Acts 16:9-15

Psalm 67

Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5
John 14:23-29

John 5:1-9

What links the texts this week?

Our texts can sometimes suggest that the Gospel is only for certain people who meet certain prerequi-
sites or qualifications.We've come to know a gospel that requires sameness - in belief, in behavior, some-
times in expression. By sharing how some folks come to know Christ, we may search for the price of
entry when this may not be the true focus. It could be to show that good works take place even in Sab-
bath rest. It could be to show that a disabled person will be close to Christ regardless of their theology. It
could be that if all the peoples praise, that must include peoples of all or no faiths. It could be that wor-
shipping together is more important than worshipping alike.

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship
After John 14:23

Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching
says Jesus, teacher of liberation & compassion.

The Holy Caretaker will love them
and we will come to them
and make our home with them.

Come, Siblings in Christ,

Let us devote ourselves to the teachings of Jesus—
welcoming the stranger,

loving our neighbor,

feeding the hungry—

For the Holy longs to make a home with us.

Opening Prayer
When we feel adrift, when we feel overwhelmed, when we are full of sorrow—Holy Spirit, turn our faces,

like flowers to the sun, towards love.This is the greatest invitation of the gospel: to love our neighbor as
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BOWF_myMzBEs0I5bp1SHYfXXeNrwfXoX6Op2scyzCaM/edit?usp=sharing

ourself. Holy Spirit, however risky, however humble—attune us to love’s invitation. Spark fierceness and
determination within us to keep our neighbors safe. And we do pray for our neighbors’ safety—a mighty
shield of protection around every immigrant, every queer person, every child, every person who struggles
under the weight of cruel systems. Amen.

Invitation to Offering

| was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty and you gave me drink, | was a stranger and you welcomed
me—the words of Jesus evoke our interdependence—whatever you have done to the least of these, you have
done for me, he says.We gather our shared resources, honoring the Living Christ as we care for each other.
Come.

Prayer of Dedication

With our offerings, let us co-create a circle of care where those made most vulnerable are in the center,
where the giving and receiving of care flows with grace, and where needs are creatively met. Holy Love—
bless our offerings to connection, gentleness, and resiliency. Amen.

Benediction

Peace | leave with you says the Living Christ - my peace | give you.

We go forth rooting ourselves in peace that the world cannot take away,
that we may be courageous enough to devote ourselves to the work of Love.

SERMON PREP

Questions:

*  Where do you feel safest and most held in your grief? Why? How can you invite others to experience a similar

safety or how can your faith community help to establish that space for your community?

*  How does your tradition interpret the “transaction” in verse 23? How can we enflesh a Gospel that can embrace

those who do not revere the life and death of Christ the same way that Chrsitians do?

*  Does your faith community create space for members to share about those figures who journeyed with them
and made them feel better? How can bearing communal witness to each other’s companions benefit our faith

pratice?
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Application

This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Min. Candace Simpson (she/her).

Cosmic -This year’s Easter eggs and their shells are now compost, hopefully. Chocolate bunnies have either
been eaten or are deteriorating at the bottom of a long-forgotten Easter basket. Festive plastic grass is still
clogging up wastebins. But we are still in the season of Easter. On this sixth Sunday of Easter, we encounter a
pre-execution Christ who expresses his plans for his friends.

This passage is time travel.We are living in 2025, in a time after Easter. It has been several Sundays since Easter
and yet the lectionary passage for this week returns us to the life Christ had before his execution. Life does
happen before execution. By definition, that is what an execution means.We return to the words of wisdom
Christ left for his friends before he was crucified, resurrected, and ascended into heaven. In this chapter, Christ
attempts to support his friends’ hearts, almost preemptively.

Do not let your hearts be troubled.

As beneficiaries of history, we know that eventually Christ does defeat death.We know that he spends more
time with his friends before he ascends into heaven.We know that he leaves us promises. But what might his
friends have heard when he said these words?

Do not let your hearts be troubled.

Has anyone ever tried to comfort you in your grief and mourning and they ended up doing more harm?
Perhaps a well-intended cliche rubbed you the wrong way. Or even more, perhaps a friend has grown tired of
your “bringing everyone down.” Thanatologist, theologian, educator and activist Rev. Dr. Jamie Eaddy reflects on
the third principle of Kwanzaa, Ujima.

“Collective work and responsibility in grieving means creating spaces where our pains and losses can be
shared and held in a communal embrace. It’s about offering support, understanding, and compassion to
those who are mourning. It means actively participating in rituals of remembrance and mourning and, in
doing so, acknowledging that healing from grief is a journey we all walk together.”

She further reflects that “Ujima in grief calls us to recognize that some losses are borne disproportionately
by certain groups within our community. It challenges us to address these inequalities and work towards a
community where grief and healing are shared responsibilities.”

Christ’s witness while on Earth danced heartily in the key of collective work and responsibility. Can you
imagine what it is like for someone to prepare you for their death? Dr. Eaddy hosts workshops and educational
offerings for people to not only plan for death, but work through death. On her podcast, The Ratchet Grief
Project, the audience is challenged to “Rethink the traditional narratives around grief and mourning.” Even
more, listeners are invited to

“Cultivate awareness about both visible and invisible losses.
Create space for authentic stories and genuine emotions.
Consider the impact of socio-economic factors on our grieving processes.
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Construct empathetic and equitable grief support strategies for the disenfranchised.
Co-create meaningful rituals and embrace the power of joy.”

Jesus promises to never leave us alone.

But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything and remind you
of all that | have said to you.

The Holy Spirit has a few nicknames.The Holy Ghost, The Comforter, The Advocate.The word used to
describe the divine iteration of the Holy Spirit also shows up in passages of grief elsewhere in the Bible.

Again | saw all the oppressions that are practiced under the sun. Look, the tears of the oppressed—with no one to
comfort them! On the side of their oppressors there was power—with no one to comfort them. Ecclesiastes 4:1

For these things | weep;
my eyes[a] flow with tears;
for a comforter is far from me,
one to revive my courage;
my children are desolate,
for the enemy has prevailed. Lamentations 1:16

Throughout the Bible, and certainly in our lives, we endure oppressions. One spiritual response we develop
to the tears we shed is in the hope that a time-traveling, space-bending cosmic Comforter may visit us.
Perhaps it is some supernatural and otherworldly force that whispers words of peace in our toughest
times. Or perhaps it is an unexpected whiff of perfume that a loved one used to wear before they passed
away. It might even be the timely phone call from a friend to check in. However we categorize those actions,
it is often comforting in our human experience to feel as though someone is “still with us.”

Structural - Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love them, and we will come to them and
make our home with them.

In a vacuum, these words can sound like an encouragement to do the work God has called us to do.
With some investigation, we may feel uncomfortable with the “if you do this, | will reward you with this”
transaction. But even deeper, this particular verse can serve as the foundation of Christian cruelty.VWhat
happens, then, if someone does not keep Christ’s words? What if someone does not believe Jesus is the
savior? What if someone does not recognize God as Jesus’ Father (or Parent at all)? Will these people not
also be comforted with the idea of Home? Or is that just for Christians who believe in the prescribed
ways!?

The Muslim Wellness Foundation and the Institute for Social Policy and Understanding have come together
to facilitate an educational experience called “Day of Learning” in response to a research study conducted
about 5 years ago. One participant in the study shared,

“I think there’s a surface knowledge of Muslims, or Islam, but not a depth to it... Most of our exposure
comes from the Malcolm X movies of the book, or the brothers on the corner, some of that. But |
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don’t think there’s been that much intentional, in-depth exploration of the Muslim tradition.”

At a day-long relationship building event held in Chicago, researchers, religious professionals and lay

people gathered to learn more about the relationships between Black Christians and Black Muslims. In

her presentation, Dr. Kameelah Mu’Min Oseguera argued that there is a spectrum of attitudes regarding
Black Muslims. Many of these attitudes may seem well-intended at first, but they can often be damaging.
For example, one posture is to say, “l respect what you believe, but you're not going to heaven because you
don’t believe in Jesus.” If we are being critical, such a statement does not carry respect. But if we are being
generous, how do we investigate the genesis of those attitudes?

Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our
home with them. Whoever does not love me does not keep my words, and the word that you hear is not mine but is
from the Father who sent me.

Me. My.Those.Them.These words are so sticky because we do not have a sense, at least in this passage, who
we are referring to.With a decolonial and empire-critical perspective, we may argue that the Roman Empire
(and any similar political infrastructure throughout history) does not love the people.We might say that this
passage is a direct response to the Empire’s refusal to love the people.We could say that Jesus is speaking to
his friends who will witness his death at the hands of the State, and these words are meant to serve as a pre-
comfort to them. It would be in line with some of the anti-Empire breadcrumbs left in John.

After all, John | teaches us “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God.” This is a direct challenge to the Priene Inscription. Just a few years before Jesus was born, there was a
hope to change the calendar to begin on the Roman Emperor Augustus in September.The inscription says we
should begin time to acknowledge Augustus “son of God whose birth marks the beginning of good tidings.”
With this context, we can notice that John is written in a way to provide a tongue-in-cheek refusal to the
Roman State.

But that’s not what’s preached in church.And the Priene Inscription is not engaged in most Sunday School
lessons. Instead, we are often, as Christians, primed to see other believers (or non-believers) as a threat to
our belief. Dr. Oseguera is not alone.As Christians, it is important for us to think about how ignorance and
fracturing of the faith community works in the interest of the Empire.

In whose interest is it that we might be separated from one another? How is our organizing and survival
threatened when we are conditioned to see each other as adversaries? If you and | both live in a town where
water is poisonous, how do we use our faith traditions and moral compass to attend to this issue!? If local
precincts are given surplus military equipment, how do we respond with integrity? If local libraries are being
defunded, how do we fight back together so that our children know their intellectual futures are worth
fighting for? Who wins when we cannot trust each other as comrades and teammates? This is not to erase
the unique faiths of all of our neighbors, but instead to realize that we are all inspired by the most ethical
principles of our tradition to work for peace and justice in our communities.

Interpersonal - If you loved me.
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Jesus tells his disciples to believe him. He repeats himself and flips his phrases back and forth like an uncle
sitting on the porch. In six verses, we hear the same idea repeated in different ways. In a sentence, Jesus is
telling his disciples, “our relationship matters.” Jesus promises the people who have spent time with him
that this was not for nothing. Unlike other relationships they may have experienced, Jesus promises to make
good on the time spent.This isn’t an exploitative labor contract.You can work and expect that your time in
relationship actually generates something worthwhile. This on its own may have moved people to loyalty.

When the State can scrape your earnings and use those taxes to further exploit your people, when you
find yourself in an eternal sharecropping relationship with no exit strategy, or when you find yourself in a
familial relationship that feels one-sided, it sure is enticing to hear Jesus promise “we will come to them and
make our home with them.” We can wonder, and should wonder, if this promise meant anything to the lives
of those who heard it first.

Jesus talks about coming home to the people who keep his words. For those who have been downtrodden
and disrespected, Jesus promises a place of peace and care. He even says,“l do not give to you as the world
gives.” Christ promises his friends that the home they will co-create together will not be like this present
world.

Dr.Ysaye Barnwell, who sang with the acapella group Sweet Honey in the Rock, composed songs that
celebrated Black people. In her sonic affirmation “No Mirrors in My Nana’s House,” she sings,

“There were no mirrors in my Nana’s house,
no mirrors in my Nana’s house.

And the beauty that | saw in everything

was in her eyes (like the rising of the sun).
The world outside was a magical place.

| only knew love.

| never knew hate,

and the beauty in everything

was in her eyes (like the rising of the sun).
...was in her eyes.”

In the house Barnwell describes, her Nana’s house is a safe place.There is no hate.The narrator of the song
declares,“l never knew that my nose was too flat. | never knew that my clothes didn’t fit. | never knew
there were things that I'd missed.” Something about the relationship with her nana served as a cushion for
the violence she might experience in the real world.

Are there people in your life who you can trust because you just feel better in their presence! How do you
affirm and respect their work to make this world easier?

| have said these things to you while | am still with you.

It may be that the people who have made a “home” with you are no longer living. Perhaps you have never
met them, and they are just people you've heard of. They might be friends you’ve made in books or the
archives. Each of us can name at least one person whose work, witness and presence has made life just

a tad sweeter.We can do our part to investigate these people’s lives and stories.VWhat journals, writings,
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songs, recipes, jokes may they have left behind? Census documents, news clippings, and even folklore can
help us understand the world of our most beloved ancestors.Take a trip to your local library and see what
resources they have available to explore the life of a chosen figure.

And now [ have told you this before it occurs, so that when it does occur you may believe.

What are the words you want to leave behind for future generations? What is most important for them to
remember about the life you've lived? What kept you up at night? What was it like to live under this iteration
of Empire? And who was with you as you attempted to figure it all out? One of the most faithful ways to live
in the present is to imagine a future in which someone will need to know what you endured.

We do not know who those future generations may be.They may not be your direct descendants. But they
will want to know how you survived. In a time when so many of our sacred stories are being erased and
disinformation campaigns move quickly, it is an act of hopeful resistance to imagine that future generations
will need your wisdom. Our most benevolent radical ancestors also left blueprints for us to return to. Read
their autobiographies, sing their songs, cook their recipes, and bring them forth into your own sacred prayer
closet.We are not left without wisdom or guidance. May their memories and testimonies be a witness to
peace, power, and freedom.

Sources

SBL Study Bible
Blue Letter Bible

https://www.thoughtfultransitions.org/blog
https://ispu.org/

https://www.muslimwellness.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sacred-connections-deepening-dialogue-between-black-christians-
muslims-tickets-1300954272249 (Event attended in person)
https://webpages.scu.edul/ftp/cmurphy/courses/sctr02 7/artifacts/priene-calendar.htm

No Mirrors In My Nana’s House,Ysaye M. Barnwell

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GD5 7KULelgg

Assata: An Autobiography, Assata Shakur

Words for inspiration:

“At the time | chose Islam, | was a minister. | had married people, | had buried people. | had
baptized people. | had led most of my family to Christ. Those whose marriages | had offici-
ated wanted to know if their vows were in tack. And | asked, ‘Are they? That’s between you
and God. If you made them to me, no; if you made them to God, yes’ People who | had led
to Christ wanted to know if they were still saved. | said, ‘Are you? That is between you and
your God’” -Dr. Debra Majeed
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https://www.thoughtfultransitions.org/blog
https://ispu.org/
https://www.muslimwellness.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sacred-connections-deepening-dialogue-between-black-christians-muslims-tickets-1300954272249
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sacred-connections-deepening-dialogue-between-black-christians-muslims-tickets-1300954272249
https://webpages.scu.edu/ftp/cmurphy/courses/sctr027/artifacts/priene-calendar.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GD57KULeIgg

Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Israel to take full control of land registry in West Bank’s Area C, cementing annexation
The New Frontline: How Technology Fuels Awakening—And Punishes Dissent
Argentina’s Supreme Court finds archives linked to Nazi regime

Obhio voices call for early mental health support

US, China agree to slash tariffs, de-escalating trade war tensions
[enfleshed doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought
partners]

Commentaries Author

Minister Candace Simpson (she/her/hers) is a sister, preacher, and
educator. She is a graduate of Trinity College and Union Theological
Seminary. She is an associate minister at Concord Baptist Church of
Christ in Brooklyn, New York. Minister Simpson is especially drawn to
Christian education as a political education tool for Black liberation. It
is Candace’s philosophy that Heaven is a Revolution that can happen
right here on Earth. She is the lead writer and curriculum designer at
Fish Sandwich Heaven, an online resource for dreaming a freer world.”

Rev. Molly Bolton (she/they) is a spiritual director, hospital chaplain, and
poet who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina with
her partner, baby, and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool for
liberative spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community settings.
Molly holds a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of Divinity
and a Diploma in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San Francisco
Theological Seminary. She was trained as a chaplain at Cleveland Clinic
and is ordained in the United Church of Christ.

Hikes with stream crossings, feminist romance novels, and porch-

sits with beloveds are a few of their favorite things. Find them at
revmollybolton.com and on insta @mijbolton.
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https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/israel-take-full-control-land-registry-area-c-annexation?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=Social_Traffic&utm_content=ap_crvr3lpctf
https://www.commondreams.org/opinion/technology-gaza-awakening-control?share_id=8814690&utm_campaign=RebelMouse&utm_content=Common+Dreams&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter
https://gazettengr.com/argentinas-supreme-court-finds-archives-linked-to-nazi-regime/
https://www.publicnewsservice.org/2025-05-12/mental-health/ohio-voices-call-for-early-mental-health-support/a96678-1
https://www.vanguardngr.com/2025/05/us-china-agree-to-slash-tariffs-de-escalating-trade-war-tensions/
https://www.fishsandwichheaven.com/

Editor

Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters.”

Copyright

A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use
these materials for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of
the subscription and hinders the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing
capacities.

Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or
verbally when enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by _ ]
should be included in the attribution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using
these resources.

Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.
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