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TEXTS

July 6, 2025

2 Kings 5:1-14

Psalm 30

Isaiah 66:10-14

Psalm 66:1-9
Galatians 6:(1-6), 7-16
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20

What links the texts this week?

The burden of war is crushing. The burden of violence is more than anyone can handle alone.We
gather so that we will not be crushed so easily.We praise the God of true peace that doesn’t need
bombs to maintain it. The peace that inspires a believer to welcome the stranger into intimate space.
The peace that feeds people without expecting compensation.The peace that reciprocates instead of
transacts. The peace that returns a captive girl to her family. The peace that doesn’t need to pack a go
bag. The peace that only knows “draft” to mean a breeze or a beautifully disorganized beginning. The
peace that makes a joyful noise in all the earth... especially amongst the global majority.

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)
Call to worship

Come to worship with a heart of hospitality—
welcoming neighbors, immigrants, and those systematically excluded.

Come to worship as a gracious guest—
openhearted to what others have to share with you.

Hallelujah! Community is built in ordinary relationships
and the Holy Spirit guides us in the ways of solidarity.

Opening Prayer

Jesus, our teacher,

you show us the ways of reciprocity,
offering your gifts of healing freely,

as others offered you what they had—
a place to stay, a meal, their friendship.

Cultivate within us this open-heartedness
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and this devotion to each other.

For community requires inconvenience.
It asks us to move at the speed of trust.
It asks us to risk our illusion of control

for interdependent, abundant life.

May it be so.Amen.

Invitation to Offering

We notice gift economies—libraries, potlucks, “buy nothing” groups, the abundance of a blackberry bush—
alongside the market economy. Come, beloveds, see how the generosity of the earth lives even amidst
systems of greed and withholding. Let us gather our resources, that they may be shared.

Prayer of Dedication

Holy Provider, undo within us any inkling that some folks are more worthy of care than others.Topple any
entry bar to who is deserving of resources and connection. May we not be overwhelmed by the needs of
the world, but focused on what is ours to do today. Bless our offerings towards care and embolden our
actions towards love. Amen.

Benediction

Go forth practicing radical hospitality—
weaving your care into your community
even when it’s inconvenient

even when it’s fumbling and imperfect

for this is the work compassion asks of us.
And, hallelujah, we are not alone—

we are held in aWeb of Love.

SERMON PREP

Questions:

*  Which environemnts that you frequent would you consider truly peaceful? What about your faith
community? What disrupts the peace spoken of in Luke, and how can you help restore it?

* In what ways does your spiritual collective function like (or unlike) a gift economy? How can this
culture be fertilized within your community beyond the walls of the fellowship?

* Do you come from a culture where hosting strangers or loose acquaintances in your home is
normalized? Why or why not? What type of hospitality would you expect if you needed a place to stay?
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Application
This week’s sermon commentaries and the liturgical benediction are written by Nichola Torbett (she/her).

Cosmic - This passage speaks of a peace that is both palpable and animate. Reading this passage, you can
sense it breathing, fluffing its feathers, preparing to go out from visitor to host and then, maybe, back again.
Peace here is a perceptible entity that can move, that issues forth from a traveler when they enter someone’s
home, that either rests upon those in that home or, if rejected, returns and rests with the traveler. This peace is
practically the only thing Jesus suggests his organizers carry with them.

What is this peace, exactly?

We are hearing a lot about peaceful protest these days, ostensibly in opposition to protest that is not peaceful,
so it’s a fruitful moment to inquire about the nature of this peace that comes from and with a connection with
the sacred.

The Hebrew word Luke was almost certainly referencing with his Greek eirene would have been shalom,
which means not just an absence of negative things like strife and violence, but the presence of wholeness,
well-being, and right relationship with all other beings. In fact, the Greek eirene that appears here carries these
same connotations.

Such a peace would be a stark departure from the systems that harm the created world. It contrasts dramat-
ically with masked men who abduct migrants from workplaces and courthouses, with subjugating squads of
police (ironically dubbed peacekeepers) on our streets in riot-gear carapaces robotically chanting “move back,
move back.” Such a peace would be fiercely opposed to the tear gas and rubber bullets those police deploy. It
might even chant “Chinga la migra” or “F*** the police,” referring not to the human beings beneath the uni-
forms and behind the ski masks, but to the institutions of which those humans have become the functionaries
(the demons by which, arguably, they have become possessed).

Any understanding of what God’s peace might be must first take into account that we do not currently live in
peace, even if we live in stasis, and neither did the villagers of Roman-occupied Galilee or Judea. Occupation by
imperial forces distorts the possibility of true and fully realized shalom.The extraction of resources, the whole
framework that turns sovereign siblings into “resources,” destroys the conditions for peace, whether the ex-
traction looks like Roman imperial over-taxation or capitalist worker exploitation.

We do not live in peace, and within this context, what passes for peace is the tenuous maintenance of a status
quo rife with suffering and injustice. In this context, the preservation of peace comes to mean the maintenance
of a certain unjust but familiar setup, usually through the threat of violence should anyone threaten to upset it.

Under these conditions, if one calls attention to the lack of peace, one is likely to encounter the satan, the ac-
cuser.“Violence!” That one cries, “You should be more peaceful!” By which the accuser means, you should stop
creating discomfort in me around the level of violence to which | have become acculturated. If you don’t,| am
willing to sacrifice you (into police custody, detention, prison, disappearance) to restore the familiar setup to
which | have implicitly consented.
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These are the conditions under which Jesus’ organizers are sent out, carrying very little except for the
greeting, “May you and your household be well and whole and in right relationship. | am in need. Can you
help me?” The need is an invitation to participate in the restoration of shalom.The peace is carried in the
vulnerability of asking for asylum amidst violence.

When the answer is no, the organizers point toward what could have been possible—the kin-dom of God
has come near—and then “wipe the dust of the town from their feet,” a profoundly condemning act of pro-
test that certainly might have provoked some condemnation in return. This, too, is peaceful. It’s an invitation
into shalom.

You might ask your folks, this week, amidst the bombs bursting in air and the celebration of the crumbling
fallacy of a Pax America, to imagine what this peace might look like—this peace that lives in the midst of
violence, that goes out, that rests upon, and that returns.What kind of creature is this? And what does it
have to say to you, to us?

Structural - What if, in the beginning, there was not debt but gift?

The survival of Jesus’ advance organizers relies upon the gift of hospitality and food in the towns to which
they travel. They go healing and teaching, but despite that bit about the worker being worthy of their wag-
es, these gifts do not appear to be transactional. Instead, the food, the housing, the healing, the teaching is
offered free of charge, and in the midst of it, folks’ needs get met.

In her book The Serviceberry, Robin Wall Kimmerer uses the simple, abundant serviceberry as an opportu-
nity to meditate on the inherent generosity of the earth that sustains us all. She names “a recognition of
indebtedness that will stop you in your tracks.” The response to this recognition, she suggests, might be a
“culture of gratitude” and a desire to give back in ways that sustain the earth’s generative capacities. All

of this seems to me so bound up in what it means to go in God’s peace. For Kimmerer, these meditations
become the basis for an exploration of the possibility of a gift economy.

| was once invited into a powerful exercise by organizers from the Visionary Organizing Lab.We were asked
to write on one side of an index card the gifts we had received already that day, from the birdsong that
greeted us upon waking to the eggs at breakfast to the bright paint on the shingles of a neighbor’s house.
Then, on the other side, we were invited to list the gifts we had given:a good morning to the neighbor,
some birdseed in the feeder, a hug to a friend before the session opened....This practice was a powerful il-
lustration of Kimmerer’s contention that our first move is gratitude and our second is reciprocity. She asks,
“Can we imagine a human economy with a currency that emulates the flow from Mother Earth?”

The question remains unanswered at the end of the book. Gift economies, she says, already exist within
and alongside the market economy, from potlucks to public libraries. (Churches, in fact, operate on the gift
economy with members giving according to their means and everyone receiving regardless of their ability
to pay, or at least that’s the idea. This write-up on the gift economy at East Bay Meditation Center, a bud-
dhist teaching center in Oakland, CA, is helpful in how it spells out its economic policies.

Could a gift economy exist more broadly?
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| find myself wondering about the ways that Jesus’ later disciples failed to follow his instructions about going
into new communities with humility, without baggage and in need. Instead, missionaries went assuming they

had more to give than they would take, and in the process, they took so much, including, in many places, the
indigenous sense of reciprocity with the earth.

Is there still time to reverse this process? And who among us is willing to be as vulnerable as this would
require? Or will we even have a choice?! Perhaps vulnerability is being thrust upon us, whether we like it or
not.Will we respond with open-hearted giving and receiving, in full recognition that the kin-dom has come
near?!

Interpersonal - This is a passage about hospitality as it relates to the coming kin-dom. Jesus’ emissaries
of a new order are sent out with no pre-booked AirBNB, not even a pre-arranged church fellowship hall to
crash in.They are fully reliant on gifts from strangers—sgifts of shelter and of food.

In the first episode of his podcast, Love in a F***d Up World, Dean Spade tells the story of SNCC organizers
in the South who were paid a stipend of $10 a week—not nearly enough to find housing and buy groceries,
even at that time—and the communities they were working in put them up and provided all their meals.

You might ask your congregation: How easy would it be to open your home to a traveling organizer in
need—someone you’ve never met! How about to someone you haven’t met but who is vouched for by
friends, or a notorious spiritual teacher who is making the rounds? How easy would it be to accept that
hospitality, especially if the food and culture were unfamiliar or not to your tastes?

Hospitality was essential to life in ancient Palestine. People were poor, inns were few and pricey, and migra-
tion was frequent as conditions changed.The Hebrew Scriptures are full of stories of hospitality offered and
denied, and these stories are closely tied to the covenant with God and the ones God sends. Abraham is
said to have “entertained angels unawares.” Elijah, fleeing drought, seeks refuge with a widow and her child,
who offer him their last meal. Sodom famously and dramatically failed the hospitality test, which is why it
appears in the (omitted) verses of today’s section.

Hospitality is essential to many in the United States today as people take in cousins and siblings and friends’
former neighbors who are just arriving in what has become an even less hospitable nation. Scarce resources
lead many of us to share space with strangers, whether we feel any peace in the situation or not.

Hospitality is likely to become even more essential in the months and years to come. Dean Spade, in that
same podcast episode, argues that if folks care about trans people in this time, they need to house them:
“Every problem you have is a zillion times more dangerous if you are unhoused.” In conversation, Spade and
guest adrienne maree brown emphasize the need for the development of an underground hospitality net-
work in this country so that people can travel for safety from ICE, for needed criminalized healthcare, and
to escape climate disaster.

Are we willing to open our homes in this way? How can our church buildings be repurposed to be part of
this network? adrienne maree brown says, “Every time | dream about community, people are living collec-
tively. There’s not many pathways that | can see in the future where people are, like, able to maintain a high
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degree of isolation.”

What comes up for you as you contemplate this kind of future? What makes it hard to imagine opening up
spaces to people in need of shelter? What kind of “peace” would be needed in order to make that possi-
ble, and what practical skills (giving and receiving feedback? speaking up for one’s needs? holding one’s own
standpoint among those who might disagree?) would contribute to the development of that kind of peace?
How can you and your people skill up to meet the need?

“There’s a difference between peace and liberation, is there not? You can’t have injustice and have
peace. Isn’t that correct?...So peace isn’t the answer, liberation is the answer.” Kwame Ture

Words for inspiration:
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Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Israel kills innocent Palestinians. Activists spray-paint a plane. Guess which the UK calls terrorism
How one South American country has held on to its Indigenous language

Protecting Q’eswachaka, the last Incan rope bridge

Why Abby Stein—a transgender rabbi raised ultra-orthodox—stands up for Palestine

Israel started a war with Iran, but it doesn’t know how it ends

[enfleshed doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought partners
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