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TEXTS

July 13, 2025

Amos 7:7-17

Psalm 82
Deuteronomy 30:9-14
Psalm 25:1-10
Colossians 1:1-14
Luke 10:25-37

What links the texts this week?

These texts are not portrayals of guarunteed success.They are messy - scary, even. Our faith is one
that pursues relationship with Source as we seek mutual thriving.Yet at times, it can feel as though
stakes are high and expectations of our conduct are beyond our access. Still, the Psalms empower

us in how they give us permission to call God to task, insisting that Spirit will prioritize our highest
good.These texts do not present the Great Love in hyperrealism.We are offered a gallery of
portraiture offering expression of the divine that we must take or leave depending on what Love our
circumstances may call for.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
Call to Worship

All you brokenhearted
All you worn out
All you overwhelmed

All you energized
All you aligned
All you at peace

You, many things at once
You, ebbing & flowing human
You, containing multitudes:

Come & worship.

The God of Compassion awaits
& loves us as we are.
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Opening Prayer

Wise Spirit—meet us at the ordinary door of transformation.

Steady us, that we might be attentive to the possibility dwelling in this moment.

Make plain the inner work asked of us,

that we may live expansively and compassionately in the world.

Meet us in the places we already are.

Deepen our relationships with people with whom we are already in community.

For the work of personal & collective liberation is found in the ordinary—

in where we place our attention, in how we spend our time, & in whom we call family. Amen.

Invitation to Offering

You are invited to bring forth your gifts & offerings today. Invited.As in, not demanded.As in, extended a
warm & hopeful curiosity: what is yours that longs to be offered to the collective for the sake of Love?
...for the sake of New Life here amount us? | wonder.You are invited.

Prayer of Dedication

Align our actions with our ethics, Steadfast One, that our lives might be living prayers of liberation. Bless
our offerings towards the ordinary work of Love—feeding each other, keeping each other safe, and
caring for the land. Forgive us when we are too rigid to trust the grace of reciprocity. Turn us towards
the hope found in mutuality. Amen.

Benediction

When you feel overwhelmed by the suffering of the world,

when you are worn out from the demands of the day,

remember how the Holy brims forth in the most ordinary of moments.
She meets us in the breath in our lungs

& in the stubborn Christ Light still flickering in our weary souls.
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SERMON PREP

Questions:

*  Which scriptures most inform your unerstanding of God’s character, especially in moments of account-
ability? How well does your faith community hold the possibility that a supremely loving God may present
differently for other people!?

*  What commandments feel closest to you? When was the last time your spiritual community sought the
Word of God in the sacred outdoors? How was this?

* How are you typically finding yourself in the Biblical text? How can faith leaders equip responsible readers
who can see themselves in multiple positions in the text?

Application
This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Casey Overton (she/they).

Cosmic - We don’t really like the idea of our prosperity or flourishing being a transaction... or do we?
The law seems to be written with these sort of if/then dependencies that suggest we must trade one thing
for another. From our obedience we are rewarded with flourishing. Harold V. Bennett’s commentary on
Deuteronomy in the Fortress Commentary raises concern with how passages like these can inflate the
prosperity gospels that theologically victim blame the poor and exploited.

A transaction has this certain simplicity and predictability that we can be comforted by in a seemingly chaotic
and unpredictable world. At the same time, | remember being so distressed as a critically-thinking child listening
to sermons on “obedience.” With hundreds of denominations, Christianity had no hope of finding consensus
on how obedience to God’s word should be embodied in practice.We have no way of knowing who is truly
obedient, and | was never so trusting of the “faith” and “discernment” of the same faith leaders whose moral
bankruptcies and familial failings inevitably tumbled their way to my awareness. Not even they were “obedient”
to their own rules, yet they seemed fine. Happy, even!

Christians have this supremacist excitement around describing the law as backwards and almost fascistic which
is antisemitic. While some laws may seem arbitrary or overly-controlling, | would say the same for the churches
that hand you a lap cloth if your skirt is above-knee while seated or those that stand when the pastor enters.
What may trouble us most about seemingly transactional faith is that we’re not really sure why God cares
whether we eat shrimp or not.

| completed half of my primary education in private schools that wore uniforms. During this time, one local
public school system also decided to adopt a uniform policy.The rationale was that it should help students be
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more focused and less likely to class/bully each other based on clothing. Parents in one of the area’s poorest
school districts would be forced to purchase uniform wear (usually sold at a premium) for their kids.VWhen
you’ve watched kids get bullied with or without uniforms, you can’t help but wonder why the response to
poor academic performance or bullying has nothing to do with either of these phenomena.They looked at
a failing school district and said, “this obviously needs more collars, buttons, solids, and starch.”

Good laws don’t work like this though. Life, by natural law, requires sunlight and water to thrive. Humanity
specifically requires a pretty narrow climate window in which our species can thrive. Because of this,
governments willing to do the absolute bare minimum add laws to preserve the climate.

Good laws are the ones that feel like common sense.We misuse “natural law” all the time, but there is
something powerful about the forces and systems that are so consistent that nature itself unravels when
not respected. A majority of laws are to simply prevent us from inflicting grief and trauma on our fellow
kin.These are less about transacting and more about ensuring that we can be in reciprocal, interdependent
relationship with one another.VWe must respect all organic kin, lest we risk life itself.

The difference between transactional and reciprocal lies in what happens when its rules are not respected.
When you fail to comply with the agreements of a transaction, either the good is withheld or compliance

is enforced under threat of violence.VWhen we fail to reciprocate fairly, we must eventually be accountable
to the natural outcomes of having severed what could have been a trusted relationship.As we have failed to
care for the land, the land loses capacity to care for us, not as a punishment but as an outcome.

We would be best served by using caution before adopting a flat, singular portrayal of God as most
accurate or authoritative. Scripture doesn’t provide a singular view of how Spirit wishes to relate to us. In
the beginning, Spirit hovered over the waters participating in the unfolding of creation which was no simple
transaction. God, not named but presumed active through Esther allowed her to make the final decision
that embodied deep love for her people. Ruth was promised nothing for staying with Naomi, yet they found
survival together with the help of the law allowing them to gather.

A God who never changes may feel more powerful and is simpler, but is this true? If all flourishing was a
matter of faith and obedience, the logical conclusion of this prosperity gospel is that all suffering is due
to individual or collective failure to “obey.” This is not a scripture-wide or even scripturally dominant
explanation for suffering by any means.These varying images of God throughout scripture are only
fragments attempting to recount God’s deep desire to work alongside us. It is up to us to interpret God’s
desires in the way that compassionately facilitates our communal flourishing.

Structural - Christianity has not held to this Jewish belief that the will of God remains close to the
people for whom it was delivered. In scripture, the Divine delivers wisdom directly to the people for
whom it exists, which is emphasized in the latter half of this passage.With the introduction of the Gospel,
scripture suggests an evangelical mandate really to share the Good News more than impose it.

We now seem to hold the belief that God’s commandments are too far away from some peoples, so
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Christians take it upon themselves to impose their understanding of God’s commandments. Church
ministries commonly think of outsiders as “lost” or otherwise in need of moral guidance that can come only
by way of church attendance. Some proudly declare their central focus on “saving souls” under an assumption
that God has doomed humanity by default.

This saviorism isn’t limited to religious difference, either.

The West has managed to link democracy with morality, as well, with this presumption that all governments
must be democracies. Those that fail to meet this relatively new western standard of morality are demonized
as illegitimate while consent is manufactured in order to overthrow their governments regardless of the cost
paid by civilians.This is not apologetics for tyrannical dictatorships and otherwise abusive governments.This
is a radical belief in self-determination and non-intervention because a key feature of saviorism is an ulterior
motive that undermines the well-being of the people in supposed need of saving.

The US and Israel’s attacks on Iran exposed yet again how the West carries a paternalistic posture towards
women in West Asian Muslim nations that Susan Abulhawa called out in a post to social media.“This post
is for everyone trying to use the mantra of saving Muslim women, the tired bullshit the west has used to
actually destroy the lives of Muslim women for decades...” She continues by listing off statistics that show

where Iran is comparable to or outpaces the United States in gender equity. Still, the colonial view is one that
uses some sort of “salvation” as false pretense to amass power.This is a posture toward which we should

always remain suspicious.

This passage presents a way of relating to God that is accessible and attainable even if it can read as
transactional. Moses is about to become an ancestor which means the people do not depend on him to
thrive in the coming era. Moses is no longer their savior. Moses shares in this way about God’s laws as

a reminder of the Creator’s desire for them to prosper but also to empower them to co-facilitate their
prospering with God. It’s not all up to God nor is it all up to Moses nor are the people alone in their pursuit
of thriving.

Safety and liberation are available to all of us through collaboration with Source.Yet many of us have come
to our faith practice feeling dependent on pastors, elders, deacons, priests, etc. who are assumed to have
some heightened access to spiritual intimacy with God. Like our text here, Indigenous wisdom also presents
a challenge to people of Spirit feeling dependent on others for their spiritual wellness. Dr.Wendsler Nosie Sr.
speaks about humanity’s collective access to spiritual connection saying,

“l don’t care what preacher- | don’t care what medicine man, shaman, - We’re humans.And the best
teacher to wake you up is Mother Earth.The best teacher is the Water, the Trees, the Wind. It’s as simple
as going to a river, an ocean, and putting your hands in there. It’s as simple as that. And those who are

in the forest like this, it’s actually touching a Mother Tree.And what happens inside you - it triggers. It
triggers the spiritual awakening that has been covered- has been fought to be taken out of you.”

Deuteronomy 30 should be a powerful thought partner as we consider how we would like to collaborate
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with Creator. Perhaps Creator empowers our ancestors or other deities to make transactions toward

our flourishing. Perhaps there are some strict rules you personally follow to live well (I am among many
who choose not to consume pork despite having no religious or physical restriction). Despite troublesome
aspects of the text, we can celebrate the introduction of religious practice that seeks empowered
collaboration between ourselves and the Divine.As a result, we can celebrate other communities’ ability to
collaborate with the Divine on their own terms.

Interpersonal - The ever-necessary work of faith leaders is to take passages like these that honestly were
not written for us nor do they have anything to do with us directly... and make it relatable. | believe there

is something a little self-obsessed about presuming every word in scriptural text was written specifically for
you and all of your particularities. All great literature can feel timeless and have wide-ranging applications,
but Moses was not talking to the warmongering American empire in the mid 2020s much less us crashout
citizens. This is where Truth gets complicated because Black Americans have rightfully adopted this story of
an enslaved people praying to a wishy-washy deity for deliverance from their captors to a place they can call
home.We found ourselves in this text by accident.

Who are you thinking of as you read passages like these? | pray to Black Jesus that we can evolve beyond
the reductive, overripe “obedience” sermons that have already fallen from their low-hanging branches on the
exegesis tree to ferment as fly food. Assuming we agree that this text has more to say even to us than “obey
God,” let’s consider who this text would speak to today.

Chapter 30 is thought to be the final portion of Moses’ address to the people before they enter the
“promised land.” Many of those in the collective may not remember the oppression they faced in Egypt, but
all of them would have inherited the sense of insecurity from a wilderness life on the run.The people are
only food and water-secure by God’s grace.This passage can be so emphatic in its promises of prosperity to
the people within the context of their generations-long forced sacrifice at the hands of exploitative regimes.

For a congregation that has had historical power to choose where it lives, enjoys a disproportionate amount
of global resources, and has no concerns about losing family members to war, there is a gaping distance
between you all and those this text is speaking to. How is a faith leader supposed to traverse that trench?

Well, the well-off are, in fact, concealed the marginal context of the narrative... they are about to be
overthrown.

With an unwavering condemnation of the genocide that took and is taking place in the “promised land”,

we can consider the humane means by which communities with excess (not at all the case for Palestinians
today) should be inspired to share.This is what movement-building is, but this is hindered when we only
choose to read ourselves as the Hebrew children.There is no need to violently expropriate resources which
are willingly and preemptively shared.These lessons emerge as we open ourselves to not always being the
main character.
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Much of the power of scripture for our individual and communal development rests in our willingness

to allow the text to shift how we see and think about ourselves.Ve have the responsibility to allow the
book of Ruth to be more than a tome for single women and instead allow it to be a text to comfort
grieving spouses who must imperfectly rebuild their lives after losing all security and stability. This passage
of Deuteronomy may serve some as a warning to follow the direction of the Divine, but perhaps there is
more to be gained if it can serve as an instruction manual for soon-to-be-ancestors preparing a younger
generation to thrive in prosperity that the elders will not live to witness in this realm. How we read will
determine how we are formed - individuals and communities whose spiritual formation is suspect likely
should begin with changing the Biblical cast with whom they most identify.

“Perhaps one of the problems with the world today is that every country thinks it has God
on its side.And as long as everybody struts about with that attitude, ‘tisn’t gonna work. |
don’t think God could be on the side of anybody that’s dropping bombs.”

Words for inspiration:

- Joan Baez

Sources

Harold V. Bennett “Deuteronomy” Fortress Commentary: Old Testament and Apocrypha
Dr.Wendsler Nosie Sr.
Susan Abulhawa

Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Kenyans take to the streets for protest anniversary

Eleven killed in Sudan gold mine collapse as civil war rages

These Los Angeles Tenants Are Saying No to Rent Hikes

Redlining Shaped the Power Grid. Communities of Color Are Still Paying the Price.
The Supreme Court’s Birthright Citizenship Ruling Is a 5-Alarm Catastrophe

[enfleshe]d doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought
partners
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Commentaries Author

Casey Overton (she/they) is a radical nonprofit strategist, writer, and
spiritual activist who is insistent on cultivating space for collective
healing. They are the editor of “Liturgy that Matters”, an enfleshed
publication, and the coordinator for Black faith programs in an affirm-
ing spiritual community. Her communications and faith-based nonprofit
background has allowed the cultural metaphysics of liberation to
become an ongoing priority in her work.They use a multi-spiritual lens
to explore how housing, land use, and queered domestic structures
create restorative environments for targeted populations. She is a
graduate of Hampton University and Duke Divinity School. She resides
in the Powhatan lands now called Richmond,VA., USA.

Rev. Molly Bolton (she/they) is a spiritual director, hospital chaplain, and
poet who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina with
her partner, baby, and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool for
liberative spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community settings.
Molly holds a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of Divinity
and a Diploma in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San Francisco
Theological Seminary. She was trained as a chaplain at Cleveland Clinic
and is ordained in the United Church of Christ.

Hikes with stream crossings, feminist romance novels, and porch-

sits with beloveds are a few of their favorite things. Find them at
revmollybolton.com and on insta @mijbolton.

Editor

Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters.”
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