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TEXTS

June |5, 2025

Proverbs 8:1-4,22-31
Psalm 8

Romans 5:1-5

John 16:12-15

What links the texts this week?

June 15, 2025

God doesn’t take any singular form. God expresses herself in Wisdom, in Nature, in Humanity, in

Love abounding throughout all of creation. Giving God a singular face or expression is a suspicious
enterprise.Why limit Love? Why reduce Wisdom? The Good News is that we are equipped with Her
Spirit to guide us into Truth.We know who our Parent is because She lives in us and around us.All that
is required of us is to have faith in Her presence an in our own capacity, even when we feel desolate
and afflicted. Her grace is ours for the taking even when we’ve got nothing else. Love makes a way out

of no way.

ORDER OF WO RSH IP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship after Proverbs 8

Doesn’t Wisdom call out?

Doesn’t Understanding raise Her voice?—

in the gathering crowds of the righteously rageful,

on the path of compassion,

at the corner of the city block

where our unhoused neighbor reaches out Her hand—

To you, O people, | call out;
I raise my voice to all humankind.
| was formed long ages ago,
at the very beginning, when the world came to be.

Bless us with Your song, O Wisdom—
a lullaby awakening our Ancient Knowing,

a song of our Unbreakable Connection.

Opening Prayer


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BOWF_myMzBEs0I5bp1SHYfXXeNrwfXoX6Op2scyzCaM/edit?usp=sharing

Holy Wisdom, when our fear of doing something wrong keeps us stagnant, move with us courageously.
Guide us towards the next right step. Plot with us. Strategize with us. Organize with us towards liberation.
Reveal to us what work is ours to do. Practice patience with us. Engage in direct action with us. Make art
with us. Rest with us. Heal with us.Amen.

Invitation to Offering

In Proverbs 8,Wisdom speaks of rejoicing in the world and delighting in humankind. Let us be wise today,
rejoicing in the miracle of being alive, despite the sorrows around us. Delighting in each other by devoting
ourselves to our mutual wellbeing.We gather our offerings today, giving thanks for the Wisdom found not
in isolation, but connection.

Prayer of Dedication

Cosmic Love, we pray that our gathered resources and gifts may be used wisely. That we may be bold
enough to have a disposition not of stinginess, but of abundance.That we may be humble enough to allow
resources to flow without our egos causing roadblocks. That all may receive what they need in the web of
mutuality. Amen.

Benediction

Holy Wisdom brims forth in the mountains, oceans, and fields.
She is found in places both extraordinary and humble.

She calls out on the streets.

She dances with God

and reveals Herself in the ordinary corners of our lives.
Wisdom awaits, beloveds, let us meet Her with hope.

SERMON PREP

Questions:

* Do you feel that your religious experience is “unorganized” enough? What do you feel happens when
religion becomes too organized? How can we maintain balance?

*  What signals do you use to determine if someone is doing performative actions! How might we
prevent rewarding performative acts in communal settings?

* How do you usually treat those you perceive as not having answered Wisdom’s call? How do you treat
yourself in during those times? What are restorative ways to invite response without shame?
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Application
This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Grey Oletsa (they/she).

Cosmic -

“As | have read the Gospels over the years, the belief has grown in me that Christ did not come to found
an organized religion but came instead to found an unorganized one. He seems to have come to carry
religion out of the temples into the fields and sheep pastures, onto the roadsides and the banks of the
rivers, into the houses of sinners and publicans, into the town and the wilderness, toward the membership
of all that is here,’

says VWendell Berry, American novelist and poet. As Wisdom makes her voice heard in this passage, it resonates
with the idea that God isn’t looking to be found in only the neat, man-made structures through which we have
been taught to seek Them out, but also in what could be called the unorganized places.

Organized religion is a system with its flaws and beauty, same as any way of being in which people engage. In it,
we find rules that allow us a sense of order and a possible path by which to follow God. At the same time, we
witness the violent ways these systems have been used towards the furtherance of colonialism, ecocide, and
bigotry, to name a few.Though it is debatable whether Christ sought to found an organized religion or not, it is
clear that this is only one of the many ways that his ministry expressed itself. Similarly, Wisdom plants herself
solidly at the crossroads, inviting people with a variety of lived experiences and worldviews to her audience.

As an extension of God,Wisdom is representative of the Divine nature.VWhen we experience a life-giving
insight that feels serendipitous or that depth of understanding following a patient and committed journey
through life’s challenges, we are in touch with what can be called the felt presence of God. Though we might
desire spectacle and other indications that God is present with us, this experience of Wisdom is one of the
most accessible and intimate ways we get to be one with God.When Wisdom says her cry is to all that live,
this is a declaration that cuts through any barriers the current hierarchies of this world would place as an
obstacle.

We can begin to understand that, while God can be found in the temple, They are often present and active
outside of it. In this way, we are invited to honor both the sacred rites found within organized religion and
other systems of belief that cannot be neatly categorized under this label. Within Christianity alone, a multitude
of denominations have formed around beliefs which the founders of these movements held as crucial to their
faith. | was raised in a Protestant home where being Catholic was basically the same as being outside of the
faith, but as | have gotten older, I've found comfort and Divine connection in praying the rosary as well as the
Jesus prayer.

If we find that our organization, that is the way we have set us structures and systems in our way of being,
is preventing us from accessing the felt presence of God in our lives, it might be time to begin seeking in
unfamiliar spaces and revisiting the practices and spaces with which we may have become overly familiar.
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Structural - The interconnectedness of our lives is a reality that must be honored if we are to fully enjoy
Wisdom.Audre Lorde said, “There is no such thing as a single-issue struggle because we do not live single-
issue lives.” As the latter verses of this passage explore, the beauty of creation is built bit by bit, resulting in
the joy of habitation and the society of people. From a political lens, one sustainable way of doing liberation
work is focusing on the areas of passion or impact based on our lived experience and developing an
interconnected view where we recognize all the ways our struggle intersects with the struggles of others.

Further in this address, Audre Lorde speaks on the ways we wait on other people to validate the liberation
work we're doing in whatever spaces we occupy. In the social media age, this pressure is amplified, lending
to a sense of isolation or discouragement when we don’t receive support for the ways we're trying to show
up.There can be an unrealistic expectation to speak on every struggle with some level of expertise, forcing
people to engage in shallow ways with meaningful efforts, plastering on performative acts and ultimately
muddling the aims of those with more expertise as well as organized movement in these areas.

When Wisdom speaks on her involvement in the process of creation, she notes that God takes joy in

her and she in Them.When we develop our capacity to take joy in the ways people are engaged in their
struggle, we turn from the spaces where accolades and popularity are the values which inform how deeply
we allow ourselves to engage in our own areas of calling. WWhen we grasp that the people present are all
doing their part towards a liberated world, it becomes less about who is more visible, as far as fame is
concerned, and more relevant who requires resources, access, support and informed action/movement.

When we are committed to supporting one another’s struggles, there can be greater commitment to the
practice of citation and recognizing historical and political lineages. In this collective statement, the Cite
Black Women project asserts,“Through our citational practices, we can reflect on our genealogies and
mutual relationships and investments in one another’s work.These bonds lay the foundation for Black
feminist networking that emerges from Black women’s intellectual labor. The Cite Black Women Collective’s
citational praxis allows for recognition and praise of this work, and we embrace all the multiple points of
convergence and divergence therein.”

If we are preoccupied with what the above statement names as “hyper-individualistic profiteering,” we will
find that what began as a focused and intentional effort has devolved into an unsustainable and unaligned
misdirection of resources. It is important to note how Wisdom talks about creation and the intentionality
within this act; the necessary action and resources are allocated towards a specific life-giving aim. This is
how we move from single-issue struggle and embrace what Lorde calls futures which include one another.

Interpersonal - No one is beyond the invitation of Wisdom.While the popular attitudes in society

are or can seem to be trending towards greater fascistic inclinations, it is important to maintain a deeply
rooted belief in the ability of people to change and embrace more life-giving ways of being in the world
together.When | find myself slipping into despair, | remember that | have not always had the kind of beliefs
| now hold. Through the gentle tending of the people around me and the grace of God that | still cannot
comprehend, my life, as many others are, is a testament to the truth that there is still time for people to
change and to deeply repent of the ways they have not been wise.
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Wisdom is not concerned with the magnitude of an audience and her delight is in our being. | believe that
this is a posture rooted in a profound trust of our capacity to be perceptive to her call. If she was concerned
with numbers, she would not find us where we are.A different platform, lending to greater visibility or clout,
would be chosen, instead. But thanks be to God, we will be pursued regardless of how misdirected we are in
our wandering.

Of course there is work involved. Possessing wisdom from the point of intellectual grasp and the daily
practice of the embodiment of that wisdom is not the same thing.A process is initiated, and similarly to our
political struggle and even our spiritual journey, it unfolds in stages.With each new phase, patience is required.
Mistakes, egregious ones even, are made and people who make them must enter into accountability to make
right what has been wronged.

To trust in the far-reaching pull of Wisdom is to become brave. It could be important to re-examine why

we focus our imaginative energies on how horrible people can be or will become. Evil is not a new reality;
the systems which oppress us are the same ones which cause people to feel as if they must hand over their
agency or else experience unspeakable levels of violence.And yet, even in the center of these kinds of crises,
people continue to be kind and hopeful, believing that a better world is possible. Courage is not about
spiritually bypassing the wickedness of this world and its systems, but rather delving more deeply into the
ways we are invited to make and be change.

Wisdom is persuading people to reposition their goodness.Toni Morrison writes about this, saying, “Evil

grabs the intellectual platform and its energy; it demands careful examinations of its consequences, its
techniques, its motives, its successes however short-lived or temporary... It hogs the stage. Goodness sits in
the audience and watches, assuming it even has a ticket to the show.” Wisdom invites our goodness onto the
platform; it matures us and gives us moral clarity.

A popular refrain on my streets of the internet has been that people who hold leftist politics are so afraid of
doing anything wrong that they can’t do one thing right.While | find this to be hyperbolic, there are worlds
more of space to be brave and live out the ways Wisdom is inviting us to do so.And through this relationship,
we will notice her pull and influence in the lives of the people around us.

Words for inspiration
“A bird doesn’t sing because it has an answer; it sings because it has a song.”
- Maya Angelou
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Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

2| dead, dozens missing as flood sweeps Mokwa community in Niger State

Trump Administration Uses Emergency Power to Rescue Another Dying Fossil Fuel Plant
UN chief calls for ‘independent’ investigation after Gaza aid deaths

French Leaders Are Using Trump’s Trade War to Push Austerity

The Chinchorro Mummies: Resisting in the Desert

[enfleshe]d doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought
partners

Commentaries Author

“Hailing from Nairobi, Kenya, Gracia Oletsa is a living work of art, or
perhaps, at work in living art. Embracing the principles of creativity as
work-in-progress and innovation as failing forward, Grey (they/she) uses
writing as a primary form of connection and world-building. Writing is a
North Star guiding them into community organizing and artist peer
support. Through their work as a labor support specialist, they facilitate
spaces where birth can be a site of liberative collaboration between

body, mind, spirit, and environment. Grey is part mysterious cryptid, so

feel free to catch them outside if you dare; she loves laughter, food you

can eat with your fingers, and purchasing art supplies that will taunt her
until they’re put to good use.

Liturgy Author

Rev. Molly Bolton (she/they) is a spiritual director, hospital chaplain, and
poet who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina with her
partner and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool for liberative
spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community settings.

Molly holds a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of Divinity
and a Diploma in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San Francisco
Theological Seminary. She was trained as a chaplain at Cleveland Clinic
and is ordained in the United Church of Christ.

Hikes with stream crossings, feminist romance novels, and porch-sits with

beloveds are a few of their favorite things. Find them at revmollybolton.
com and on insta @mijbolton.
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Editor

Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters”.
Copyright

A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use these materi-
als for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the subscription and hinders
the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing capacities.

Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or verbally when
enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by _ ] should be included in the attri-
bution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using these resources.

Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.
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