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TEXTS

June 29, 2025

2 Kings 2:1-2,6-14
Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20

| Kings 19:15-16, 19-21
Psalm 16

Galatians 5:1, 13-25
Luke 9:51-62

What links the texts this week?

There is a natural Order to things.Wickedness has consequences, but it does not demand that we
punish it. Our flesh is good AND so is discipline to rein in its less sustainable impulses. Our sacred
flesh and our sacred discipline can seek after Spirit - even double the portion of those who came
before us.With the support of our forebears, miracles can happen.With the drive from a call from
Creator, we can leave our comfort and resources behind to enter into fuller solidarity. As Sheol may
wait for us, we have a refuge in our God. Joy and pleasure are in Her presence. Anything is possible as
we trust in ourselves and The One far greater.

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship
After Psalms 16

Keep us safe, God of Liberation—

those under the knee of state sanctioned violence,
those organizing courageously towards the Ways of Life—

for in Holy Love we take refuge.

Those who run after selfish gods—
supremacy, excess, whiteness—

will suffer more and more

under the weight of moral bankruptcy.

So our hearts will be glad

and our bodies will rest secure,

because the Spirit of Solidarity

does not abandon us to the realm of death
but makes known the path of life!

Opening Prayer


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BOWF_myMzBEs0I5bp1SHYfXXeNrwfXoX6Op2scyzCaM/edit?usp=sharing

| will praise God, who counsels me; even at night my heart instructs me. - Psalm 16:7

Instruct our hearts, oh God of Hope. Counsel us in mysterious and surprising ways. Meet us in our dreams,
our relationships, and our spiritual practices. Guide us towards all that is morally beautiful, all that is
steadfast in love, all that is wise and courageous. For seasons of uprising call for groundedness in spirit. Holy
Love, equip us for the work that is ours to do.Amen.

Invitation to Offering

What a joy it is to shake off stories of individual accumulation! How sweet it is to, in community, practice
the ways of abundance.There is enough! We collect our offerings and gifts that we may all have what we
need. For we know that we are bound together.

Prayer of Dedication

May every immigrant and native person live easefully on the land that holds them. May every orchestrator
of misery fall to their knees in repentance. May the collection of our shared resources and shared efforts
flow forth the Love of God in this heartbreaking, beautiful world. Amen.

Benediction

Though systems of cruelty lead us to the realms of destruction,
the Living God makes known to us the Paths of Life.

The God of Liberation is on our side, beloveds,

go forth, Spirits rooted deep,

ready for what Love requires of us.

SERMON PREP

Questions:

*  Where do Psalms of protection, whether Biblical or otherwise, show up in your communal faith
practice! How does your spiritual community serve as a place of refuge!?

*  What “other gods” as Linda frames them may be competing for your devotion in spiritual community?
How can you render them powerless together?

*  What could help those in your community feel able to act beyond their reasonable fears around doing
holy work?
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Application
This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Rev. Linda Noonan (she/her).

Cosmic - Protect me, O God, for in you | take refuge. (Psalm 16:1)

Sometimes this comes as a whisper or a hush — shhh, God, it’s me. Shelter me. Sometimes it is a cry, a wail,
a blood-curdling scream at impending destruction. Or a lament after all is seemingly lost. But no matter the

circumstances or the voice, it is nonetheless a demand.A demand for protection. For attention. For a response.
“Over here, God. Now!”

Over fifty times in our scriptures, we hear,“How long, O Lord?” The first two verses of Psalm |3 cry out,
“How long, O Lord?” four times. This echoes in Psalm 16 in the call for protection and refuge.

How many of us have uttered this cry recently? For our own safety, or on behalf of loved ones and kin, or the
earth itself? What is the sound of the ancestors’ cry from beyond the veil? How many around the globe are
murmuring “How long, O Lord?” with their last breath, or shrieking it out in pain? Protect me. Protect them.
Protect it. Give refuge now, dammit!

What does refuge look like in this time? How are we creating or cultivating spaces of refuge and protection
within our churches, our faith communities, our circles of care? How can we support and cultivate and make
more accessible spaces like the clandestine “hush harbors” which cultivated community, dignity, healing,
belovedness, agency, and faith for those enslaved by chattel slavery and shaking off the shackles of racist
theology?

The psalms are exquisite in how they hold the full range of human experience, and often seemingly-exclusive
emotions simultaneously — grief and joy. Fear and comfort. Demand and praise. They rage at God one minute
and recall God’s faithfulness the next.

We may remember Judith, the central character in the story found in the Apocrypha, who took matters into
her own hands and acted boldly in a time of occupation and incursion. In her chapter on Psalms, Kathleen A.
Farmer, in The Women’s Bible Commentary, reminds us that Judith, after foiling the enemy and helping to save
Jerusalem from near destruction, raised a “new psalm” (Judith 16:1,13)

What “new psalms” are being raised today? What psalms of protest, resistance, joy, rest, fasting, organizing, and
collective care are rising up from the streets, from the pews, from the schools, from the corners? What new
psalms are being wailed from the earth, from Gaza, from the West Bank, from the border, from the streets,
from the nightclubs, and from the schools demanding protection and refuge?

Sing a new song.Wail a new psalm. Demand new forms of protection.When the psalms are cried or wailed or
hummed or proclaimed by the beautiful queer, young, disabled, Black, indigenous, poor, and loving bodies, then
God becomes not a God for those who seek to dominate, but a refuge and hush harbor of protection and joy.
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Receive this new psalm of protection by Rev. Micah Bucey — they/them, Senior Minister of Judson Memorial
Church and Steering Committee member of UCC Movement for Palestinian Solidarity (formerly UCC
Palestine/lsrael Network):“A Prayer for the Aid Entering Gaza.”

“God of the hungry and the held-down,

Let no bullets meet this bread.

Let no weapons threaten this water.

Let this sustenance be guarded by safety

and multiplied by our collective will to end this genocide.

May every meal be a move toward freedom,

May every unjust border break like rising loaves.

May every beloved soul not just survive but live to taste liberation.
Amen.”

How long, O Lord? We wait on God.We demand action from God. But is it possible God might just be
waiting on us?

Structural - Those who choose another god multiply their sorrows. (Psalm |6:4)

We know something about those other gods — the gods of white supremacy, capitalism, nationalism, settler
colonialism, cisheteropatriarchy, ableism, toxic theology, individualism, profit, and greed.We know those
gods.We also know how they destroy not only the objects of their wrath, but do harm to the adherents of
those same idols.

“Sheol” or “The Pit” can be understood not as a place of reward or punishment in the afterlife, but of
death — possibly even death in this life. Kathleen A. Farmer, in The Women’s Bible Commentary describes
“Sheol” as “a place of silence.” What if we re-read Psalm 16:10 as:“For you do not give me up to a place of
silence”? What if this was not just an affirmation of faith, but a prayer?

How can we move from silence to life? From isolation to connection? From guilt to action?

We are witnessing silence and silencing all around us.The silencing of journalists (a war crime under
international law), the silence of the media on massive human rights violations in the global south and on
the genocide in Palestine. Palestinian Christian leaders have been clear — they feel abandoned by the church,
especially the church in the US.

Palestinian journalist Budour Hassan documents her people’s resistance to decades-long settler colonialism,

occupation, and genocide, which is unfolding before our eyes. In a recent meeting with a delegation of faith
leaders from the United States, she reminded us that “guilt cannot mobilize us to act.” She called on those
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of us in the US not to be silent.“Don’t feel guilt,” she urged us,“but do take responsibility.”

Among other things, the psalms are confessional in nature.A powerful meme has been making its way in
social media circles that all liturgies of confession add the phrase “for sins done on our behalf, for our benefit,
or with our tax dollars.” How can those of us who have learned to understand sin as an individual enterprise
or perhaps have expanded our understanding to see sin as also structural learn to confess the ways in which
many things are, indeed, done on our behalf, for our benefit, or with our tax dollars?

How do we break the silence about these things — as individuals, as churches, as people of faith? And how do
we move in life-giving ways in recognition that, as Peter Beinart has said, “everyone’s safety is intertwined.”

A recent “Pastoral Letter in a Time of Solidarity and Fear” (June 2025) by the United Church of

Christ Movement for Palestinian Solidarity (formerly UCC Palestine/Israel Network) speaks to the
interconnectedness of Palestinian justice work and the threats to democracy and violence against vulnerable
beloveds here at home:

“Yes, there is much injustice and suffering to attend to right here in the United States, but it is all
connected. Consider how the detention and threats of deportation to student activists is related to the
immigration debate. Consider how state violence here is tied to training that American police officers
receive from the Israeli military overseas. Or consider how the current administration, amid drastic
cuts to essential programs and services at home, continues to send billions of dollars in military aid to a
genocidal Israeli government.

Palestinian pastor Muther Isaac writes that Palestine is the moral compass of our time.We agree, for if
we can’t muster the courage to speak out on behalf of children in Gaza, who face relentless bombing and
starvation every single day, our moral voice is collectively compromised and loses its integrity to speak
on other issues as well.To be ‘progressive except for Palestine’ is not an acceptable stance. Palestinian
solidarity is deeply tied to our solidarity with Black Americans, Indigenous Americans, LGBTQ Americans
and immigrants. All these justice struggles are interconnected and intersectional.”

The psalmist doesn’t just appeal to God once and then sit around waiting for an answer.

Any of us who have contacted our electeds to remind them of their responsibility to the people and convey
our outrage or demands or turn up in the streets to call attention to moral violations know that we can’t
just leave one voicemail or protest once and trust the process. Like the psalmist who will not let God off the
hook until there is proof that justice is being done or the persistent widow who wears down the reluctant
judge, those of us called into that work must also persist. Beseech. Rage. Nag. Protest even as we praise.
Implore even as we imagine and practice new ways of being together and protect and support those whose
work right now is to eat, rest, retreat, and find gentle spaces of protection, nurture, and refuge.

Interpersonal - As for the holy ones in the land, they are the noble ones in whom is all my delight. (Psalm 16:3)
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Who are these holy ones right now? The ones who are noble in a time of fear? The ones who refuse to be
moved? (Psalm [6:8) The ones whose centered resistance, collective care, costly solidarity, bold prophetic
action, and tender love are birthing a new world, even when they may not live to see it?

Two global coalitions have been moving by sea and across the desert, exposing the inhumanity of the illegal
Israeli blockade of Gaza and breaking barriers and boundaries to bring food and medical aid to Gaza.The
Freedom Flotilla is a small fleet of ships that sailed from the west toward Gaza and included international
activists including Greta Thunberg. Despite its presence in international waters, it was unlawfully and
forcibly intercepted by Israel and the crew abducted. Several activists were deported while others remain
in solitary confinement in an Israeli prison. Meanwhile, thousands of people from around the world are
walking across the desert from Egypt in the “Global March to Gaza,” carrying food, medicine, and fuel. Like
the Magi, they come at great peril, bearing gifts and crying,“Open wide the city gates and let us through!”
(“The Gift of the Magi” by Anais Mitchell) In another act of embodied solidarity, over a thousand people

across the US are concluding a forty-day fast for Gaza this week as Christians United for Israel gather for
their annual meeting where bold interfaith leaders prepare to disrupt them.These are the holy ones.

Neighbors and communities are circling up and circling around to protect siblings in the US in a time of
escalated and unconstitutional searches, seizures, and deportations. Ordinary people are moving through
the borderlands, leaving water and food for travelers, researching the stories, lifting up the names, and
placing crosses to memorialize those who lost their lives in the crossing. Beloveds are creating community
ecosystems of connection, validation, care, and mutual aid that defy and disrupt dominant systems, putting
people and planet over profit, care over capitalism, and valuing who we are over what we produce.These
are the holy ones.

Organizers, journalists, aid workers, gardeners, healers, prophets, tenders-of-children, music-makers, those
who pray and play and dance and protest and teach and agitate and create and dream and demand — these
are the holy ones.

Who are the holy ones in your communities? Who are the ones in your own lineage or the history of
your faith communities and movements that have “made a way out of no way?” Who are the noble ones, in
whom you can draw strength and also delight?

Psalm 16, like so many other psalms, gives us a formula for facing uncertainty while remembering past
faithfulness. Sometimes that looks like berating and beseeching God while praising Them for their steadfast
love. Perhaps that also looks like grieving or lamenting together as a community while raising up the wise
and loving ancestors in our movements and our own lineages who gave themselves for a better world.
Some somatic centering practices invite us to center in our depth and notice the ones who are always at
our back before we turn our attention to the unfolding future in front of us.

In a time of fear, what does costly solidarity, revolutionary love, and right relationship look like in your
circles now! How can the very act of delight become a form of resistance — in our worship, in our love, in
our work? How can we claim our own power and join the ranks of the holy ones as we rest, tend, grow,
heal, lament, or dare?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=29dy1FK0hoA

As Audre Lorde reminds us,“When | dare to be powerful, to use my strength in the service of my vision,
then it becomes less and less important whether | am afraid.”

Sources

“Gift of the Magi” by Anais Mitchell - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=29dy | FKOhoA
Freedom Flotilla - https://freedomflotilla.org/

Fast for Gaza - https://www.fosna.org/2025gazafast

Budour Hassan - https://www.jerusalemstory.com/en/blog/budour-hassan-telling-jerusa-
lems-untold-stories

United Church of Christ Movement for Palestinian Solidarity (UCC MPS) “A Pastoral Letter
in a Time of Solidarity and Fear” https://drive.google.com/file/d/ yQIVWMI3IPQq_UdwMZ9B-
FqlzkOTQCLmfu/view?pli=|

Weekly Pause for Palestine on Thursdays at https://www.facebook.com/UCCPalestinelsrael-
Network

Alvaro Enciso - https://www.democracynow.org/2019/8/21/alvaro_enciso_unique_crosses_
sonoran_desert

Words for inspiration:

Check out adrienne maree brown’s centering practice from Instagram
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https://www.fosna.org/2025gazafast
https://www.jerusalemstory.com/en/blog/budour-hassan-telling-jerusalems-untold-stories
https://www.jerusalemstory.com/en/blog/budour-hassan-telling-jerusalems-untold-stories
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yQlWMl3lPQq_UdwMZ9BFqlzkOTQCLmfu/view?pli=1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yQlWMl3lPQq_UdwMZ9BFqlzkOTQCLmfu/view?pli=1
https://www.facebook.com/UCCPalestineIsraelNetwork
https://www.facebook.com/UCCPalestineIsraelNetwork
https://www.democracynow.org/2019/8/21/alvaro_enciso_unique_crosses_sonoran_desert
https://www.democracynow.org/2019/8/21/alvaro_enciso_unique_crosses_sonoran_desert
https://www.instagram.com/tv/CJuKskxgC8V/?utm_medium=copy_link
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Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

In Search Of The Red Cross’

500 Million In Haiti Relief

Israel just changed how land ownership works in the West Bank. Here’s what that means.

The blessing of cheering people on
Heavy rains in dry season cause havoc in DR Congo’s capital
Israel says deports last three Gaza flotilla activists to Jordan

[enfleshed doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought

partners]

Commentaries Author

Rev. Dr. Linda Noonan (she/her) has spent the last 35 years of ministry
between South Africa and the United States. Ordained by the United
Congregational Church of Southern Africa, she holds standing in the
United Church of Christ. She is pastor of St. John’s United Church of
Christ in Lansdale, Pennsylvania. She co-chairs the United Church of
Christ Movement for Palestinian Solidarity (formerly UCC Palestine
Israel Network) and teaches public theology, social change, and ritual
at United Lutheran Seminary. She is learning to brew kombucha, grow
native plants,and do everything a little more slowly.

Rev. Molly Bolton (she/they) is a spiritual director, hospital chaplain, and
poet who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina with
her partner and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool for
liberative spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community settings.
Molly holds a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of Divinity
and a Diploma in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San Francisco
Theological Seminary. She was trained as a chaplain at Cleveland Clinic
and is ordained in the United Church of Christ.

Hikes with stream crossings, feminist romance novels, and porch-

sits with beloveds are a few of their favorite things. Find them at
revmollybolton.com and on insta @mijbolton.
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https://www.npr.org/2015/06/03/411524156/in-search-of-the-red-cross-500-million-in-haiti-relief
https://mondoweiss.net/2025/06/israel-just-reopened-land-property-registration-in-the-west-bank-heres-what-that-means/
https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2025/06/13/balcony-people-god-encourage-250917
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c0lnl3n2yr4o?at_medium=social&at_bbc_team=editorial&at_ptr_name=twitter&at_format=image&at_link_type=web_link&at_link_id=4DC10744-4ABE-11F0-B79C-D4BDBD699273&at_link_origin=BBCAfrica&at_campaign_type=owned&at_campaign=Social_Flow
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/middle-east/2025/06/16/israel-says-deports-last-three-gaza-flotilla-activists-to-jordan-

Editor
Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters”.
Copyright

A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use these ma-
terials for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the subscription and
hinders the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing capacities.

Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or verbally
when enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by _ ] should be included in
the attribution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using these resources.

Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.
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