
 
Anna: Hello dear ones and welcome to this episode of a podcast from enfleshed where 
we dive deep into the sacred wisdoms that nourish collective liberation. 
 
[music fades in] 
 
Hey folks, it’s M and I’m here to read a piece from our liturgy library called 
 
(Be)coming out. 
Not so much an unveiling of a hidden static treasure, 
nor a final declaration or destination. 
Not so much a correction of the past, now properly amended, 
nor solely a discovery of a word for difference long felt. 
 
(Be)coming out. 
An impermanent clarity about the self in community. 
A fleeting certainty about a something always uncertain. 
A question of what politics to pursue. 
A constant reconstituting. 
A holy reconfiguration. 
A reconstructing sexuality, gender, race, what it means to be human – 
Creating on different terms, with different values. 
A resistance to white supremacist cishetero patriarchy. 
A development of friction on purpose. 
A slow work. 
 
It is a forever-practice 
to actively dis-entangle from the web of destruction, 
to become something otherwise. 
 
It takes so much intention 
to become queer – 
to seek the identity of an ever strange(r) thing, 
to create ourselves over and over and over again 

 



 

as power and proximity to normalcy changes or evolves. 
To call each other home 
when the way is nomadic. 
 
(Be)coming out. 
It unsteadies Histories. 
And calls forth futures unfixed. 
Turning away from essentialist temptations, 
it refuses to be reconciled 
while so much is still broken. 
 
What do we hope to become? 
Not a thing to be accepted, 
but a location of solidarity from which the world is built anew. 
 
– Inspired and deeply influenced by Shane Phelan’s essay (Be)Coming Out in “Getting 
Specific, Postmodern Lesbian Politics,” 1994. 
 
 
 
[musical outro] 


