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Isaiah 1:1, 10-20
Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23
Genesis 15:1-6
Psalm 33:12-22
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Luke 12:32-40

What links the texts this week? 

The rules of heaven - of liberation - are not the rules that we follow here. The norms, conventions, and 
culture must completely change. What we value and how we express that value completely flips upside 
down in some cases. The call to be a believer is a call to interrogate every message that comes to you 
from this capital-centered contortion of humanity. It is a call to question what they tell you is “natural” 
and consider how all that they tell you to do may be to your own detriment. It is a call to reconsider 
what is and isn’t possible through the lens of flourishing for all of humanity. God doesn’t want us fitting 
in and ascending the ranks of human achievement if all the achievement is based in violence. We’ll need 
to a little more creative - this is our worship. 

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to Worship

God calls us together in truth and courage
Beckons us toward transformation
Asks us to grow in love
Welcomes us toward freedom

The journey takes different shapes
For different people in different contexts
Salvation incarnates in many forms
For some, it is an un-doing or pouring out
And for others, a reclaiming and rising up
God guides our paths according to our needs

Blessed is the One who makes all things new!

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BOWF_myMzBEs0I5bp1SHYfXXeNrwfXoX6Op2scyzCaM/edit?usp=sharing
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Opening Prayer

Divine Justice, we pray that we may become ready, as you have asked of us. Ready to release what does 
not belong to us. Ready to take each other in as our own. Ready to show up with all we have. Ready to 
confront and be confronted. Ready to take risks for our neighbors. It is Love that makes us ready! Come, 
Love, and move in body, mind, and spirit. Amen.

Call to Offering

As followers of Christ, we put our hope in things we cannot yet perceive. We profess that the evil which 
steals life and lives away for the sake of power and profit will not last forever. We can participate in this 
transformation. With this faith, let us gather our offerings together to be in service of justice, redistribution, 
and compassion.

Prayer of Dedication

Blessed Redeemer, it is your grace that transforms our understanding. Whether we struggle with greed or 
entitlement, shame or ignorance, internalized oppression or a spirit of domination, you come to set us free. 
To rebalance us and the world. To authentically and justly heal the wounds of generations. We thank you for 
equipping us. May our offerings be a harvest of love, blessed to the flourishing of all people. Amen.

Benediction

Be encouraged, beloveds! 
The Holy Spirit pours out Her creativity over us.
Whatever shape evil takes,
there are still so many ways to practice love. 
Seek them. Open to them. Wonder about them. 
Dream them. Play with them. 
Let them change everything. 
Everything can still change.

With the Spirit’s help, let us go and get ready.
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SERMON PREP

Questions:

•	 How can you advocate for divine power as one being moved to empower the margins? What does this 
look like in spiritual practice?

•	 How have the anchor institutions in your life (work, church, school) reacted to theives in the night who 
demand an infusion of resources from power? What would it mean to start treating them like Christ?

•	 How can you prepare yourself for the coming of the theif in the night - the person whose agnecy or hu-
manity demands more of you than you would comfortably give?

Application

This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Casey Overton (she/they).

Cosmic - The white preacher has to be careful. You are likely in a lineage of preachers who provided 
theological scaffolding for every social weapon formed against us. It is your responsibility to dishonor that 
heritage. The white preacher has to be careful. You hold the same position as those who justified enslavement 
using texts like these. It is your responsibility to ensure that God and master are not only distanced but 
opposed. The United States is four generations removed from chattel slavery – if you didn’t know, it’s still 
too soon for white folks to uphold this association. If we vanquish white Christian supremacy first, we can 
reconsider how sensitive we are about the text afterward. Black Church, we’ll have our conversations about 
this in our own spaces. POC, use discernment, and be honest about your social position. 

God is likened to master in the text because master has power and ownership. If the omnipotence of the 
divine is most accessibly translated to a human station that only a small minority can hold, then that language 
was designed for domination, and that position itself is problematic. Despite all this, Jesus makes this work by 
using a very disruptive inclusion - he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and 
serve them. Imagine your CEO or ED (or senior pastor) insisting on coming to your home to scrub your tile 
grout by hand. Same effect. If this association of God and master is carried to the pulpit at all (and it probably 
shouldn’t be in a pale congregation), it must clarify that God as master relinquishes the power of the position 
to instead function as a servant or, more explicitly, a slave. Given the choice, God chooses to align Themself with 
the slaves. God chooses the exploited position. Let’s not leave that out. 

Even as this text begins, it is quickly established that Heaven is not for owner/hoarders like the masters we 
now have the misfortune of knowing. Heaven is for those who sell their possessions and give alms, and we 
can be more specific about what qualifies as alms since that snags some of y’all up. Robert L. Brawley helps 
us distinguish this in the Fortress Commentary explaining, “‘Alms’ as the complement to selling possessions 
means not mere ‘donations’ but ‘merciful action’ (12:33). This is but half of Jesus’ message, which also has 
exhortations to diligence and warnings of judgment (12:35-59).” Masters cannot hide behind philanthropy to 
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conceal their bloodsucking. If you’re trying to figure out how to meet the requirement of “merciful action” 
so as to feel secure in this text’s entrance exam into Heaven, you probably have already missed the shuttle. 
Maybe masters should start with selling their possessions to see where that gets them. Sell the extra 
homes, sell the frivolous luxuries, sell the fuel-guzzling private jet, sell the company to its workers at a 
merciful price… 

Heaven might not be a real place. Even if we believe in heaven, heaven would be outside of space-time 
anyway, meaning it can’t really be a place. I, personally, don’t need paradisiacal pearly gates and gold streets 
to validate or inspire my devotion. I want to know that in that great gettin’ up mornin’, fare we well. I do 
believe there’s a great camp meeting in the promised land, if we “walk” (meaning move) together. I do 
believe in the by and by. We’ll know Christ has come when the slaves sit down to eat and are served by 
those who previously held power over them. In this text, God as master behaves as a slave. What if this is 
to say that divine power is in reversing power imbalances - letting the kids preach the sermon, paying the 
church secretary the highest rate, teachers supporting students to teach one another, CEOs prioritizing the 
leadership and perspective of those on the assembly line…

God best expresses Their power by giving it away.

Structural - As disturbing as this passage can be, it’s us Black folk - we’ve taken a particular ownership 
over that latter part of it; “He’s coming like a thief in the night!” A lot of us don’t even know why it hits how 
it does. We’ve just been running with this scriptural baton for generations, and we not letting it go no time 
soon. 

It was always funny to hear faith leaders explain the “thief in the night” analogy. “It just means when you 
least expect it,” they’d say sheepishly, still not explaining why the comparison had to be to an intruder as 
opposed to any welcome surprise. Fortunately, this passage offers much of the perspective we need to 
better explain the use of such an uncomfortable event to analogize Christ’s presence. 

“Moreover, Jesus distinguishes God’s commonwealth from the nations (12:30). Behind this lies Israel’s 
covenant traditions of distribution of land and its resources that are qualitaively distinct from other 
nations. Here Luke’s audience would understand the imperial systems that exploited subsistence 
farmers – 90 percent of the population – and funneled resources to the top 10 percent, and especially 
the top 2 percent (12:22-34).”

Brawley reminds us that subsistence farmers are NINETY percent of the population, the majority of whom 
would be working in service to a Lord or, in this case, masters who own the land. Jesus pronounces a 
blessing over the “slaves” of the home who have remained alert through the night for the “master’s” return. 
These blessed ones are served by the “master” who, in doing so, has reversed the roles. The 90 percent 
who are exploited are being served by the 10 percent who extract from them. The thief is usually seen as 
the one who is violent, but from Robin Hood to Luigi Mangione, some calculated alleged offender emerges 
to remind us of our material conditions - we are the 90 percent. The thief who arrives to steal from the top 
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ten percent, like the master-turned-slave, has initiated an act of repair wherein some of the extracted wealth 
from the 90 percent is forced back to them.

In the context of the exploitation and wealth inequality that this Lukan passage highlights just before the 
lectionary selection begins, the thief in the night poses the most risk to the property owner - the master. To 
the average listener, the master is The Man – the people’s antagonist. The thief must be crafty enough to come 
when the master isn’t prepared to defend what he’s extracted. The Son of Man is plotting an arrival that will 
reverse the flow of resources when we least expect it. This is Good News if you’ve been extracted from and 
dispossessed. This is Good News if you’ve never been paid what your labor is worth. This is Good News if 
you live paycheck to paycheck. 

In Burkina Faso, students released from studies for the summer have begun volunteering to rebuild their 
country under Ibrahim Traore’s leadership. Working men volunteer as an informal security detail for Traore 
because they understand how heavily he is targeted. These are actions of a people readied for a radical new 
governing order that is disadvantaged by its principled isolation from major world powers. Burkina Faso is 
far from utopia, yet the people make these very un-American sacrifices not only for their nation but in the 
name of their collective struggle against colonial power. In order to win more independence for themselves, 
the nation has to embrace risky paths to sovereignty and nationalization of key industries. Their bravery has 
inspired some colonial reactions to the Sahel states that, like BRICS, are making compromises to challenge 
the financial supremacy of the West.

These collectives may have come like thieves in the night for colonizer countries. France’s reaction to Burkina 
Faso is evidence of their fear of losing power. This is why the unsettling image of Christ as a thief is effective. 
It was supposed to provoke deeper interrogation of our role in economic structures. We do ourselves a 
disservice by flattening Christ, especially if we claim him as our greatest love. Christ isn’t arriving like some 
lowlife pickpocket who schemes on working women’s purses. Christ is Nat Turner, John Brown, Gabriel 
Prosser. Christ comes for the people. Not capital. Getting this confused would be a very costly mistake.

Interpersonal - We must also be ready. 

We need to remain alert and prepared enough to respond when the master appears as unexpectedly as 
a thief. Based on what we can surmise around the redistribution of resources in our passage, this framing 
will only sound like Good News to people who stand to gain resource. Those of us within imperial cores 
will have a responsibility to move resources back to those from whom we have extracted them whether 
knowingly or not. We must also be ready.

Many of us want to think ourselves ready for the end result of equity and liberation for colonized and 
oppressed populations. Many of us, however, may not be ready for what it takes to get there. Dr. Melanie K. 
Yazzie, who is Diné, discussed the implications of decolonization and what that means for various colonial 
experiments in which we have found ourselves not only comfortable but inextricably linked to our identities 
in some cases.
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https://x.com/african_stream/status/1808930304364585442
https://www.ft.com/content/61e59cc5-b05d-4692-9cad-b27ea7bbfbce
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DMlhVkzOZjL/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link


© 2025 enfleshed © 2025 enfleshed 

“...The United States, in fact, has the power to do whatever it wants at any given moment to the 
indigenous nations; could completely dissolve any kind of - the limited political and economic authority 
we have. And this is because we haven’t been able to successfully liberate ourselves. And by liberate 
I mean pursue a project of decolonization - like actual, formal decolonization which would mean de-
occupation. It would mean that we would no longer exist in a colonial relationship with the United 
States, and that could not happen unless we ended what we now understand as the United States… the 
U.S. requires our elimination to exist.”

 
If Christ’s arrival means you can’t be American anymore, are you ready? If you have to give your land back, 
are you ready? If God looks nothing like you, have you shown deference to those who look different from 
you already? Are you prepared to meet Christ as a Black trans woman with no home or a furiously starved 
Palestinian teenager missing a limb? What does it look like for us to be prepared for resources to be 
equitably distributed?

One night a couple of months ago, my housemate found a freshly born kitten in our neighbor’s grass, wet 
with afterbirth, hollering, and walking (less than half an hour old) toward the street. Kittens die without heat, 
so we had to make quick decisions. After the kitten’s nursing grandmother hissed and refused to take her, I 
knew I had to ready myself to possibly nurse this kitten for up to six weeks - feedings and potty duty every 
two to three hours. Sleep deprivation. Travel coordination – That little thief in the night now threatened 
my joyfully childfree way of life. By God’s grace, the baby’s mom came and reluctantly took her back the 
following day, saving me from the shackles of parenthood. The abandoned runt grew to be a brave and playful 
little floof who walked like she knew she had stolen her life back. We believe she’s been adopted now. This 
was only possible because I begrudgingly readied myself to create conditions she could survive in. 

When our systems abandon whomever The Man decides is the runt of the litter, are we ready to enact 
radical changes to our lifestyles? Are we prepared to lose sleep to take in single moms of newborns? 
Are we ready to pay college tuition for kids we didn’t make? These will be the unexpected intrusions, the 
“thieves” siphoning resources back to those who have been historically dispossessed. What if they are the 
messiahs we’re waiting on? When the Benevolent owner of daffodils and meteors begins to serve the most 
marginalized first, will we file complaints due to our longer wait for service? Will we be willing to discipline 
our consumption to save resources for others? When your spouse isn’t ready, but you are, will you allow 
them to stifle your solidarity? 

I recently witnessed a mom of four, without thinking, choose to take in four other children upon learning 
their mother had become incarcerated. She has done this for community members before. She told us how 
this sort of disruption is normal for her. She didn’t complain. She was grateful that she still had her own milk 
to nurse the youngest ones if they needed. She knew in her Spirit that she was called to this service. Four 
little Christs. Thieves in the night arriving with no warning. She was alert and prepared. We must also be ready.
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Words for inspiration:

Consider the costs and lifestyle implications of petit marronage. What would this practice of 
partial or small-scale separation from exploitative economic systems look like today?

Sources 

Robert L. Brawley “Luke” The Gospels and Acts: Fortress Commentary on the Bible Study Edition
Dr. Melanie K. Yazzie in forthcoming docuseries The Story of Wealth

Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Federal Appeals Court Upheld West Virginia Ban on Medication Abortion. Now What?

At least 35 killed in rebel attack in northeast DR Congo

‘There’s New Orleans before and after’: revisiting Hurricane Katrina in a new docuseries

Malcolm-Jamal Warner and the Lessons of Theo Huxtable

With the World’s Eyes on Gaza, Israel Continues Its War on the West Bank

[enfleshed doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought 
partners]

Commentaries Author
 

Casey Overton (she/they) is a radical nonprofit strategist, writer, and 
spiritual activist who is insistent on cultivating space for collective healing. 
They are the editor of “Liturgy that Matters”, an enfleshed publication, 
and the coordinator for Black faith programs in an affirming spiritual com-
munity. Her communications and faith-based nonprofit background has 
allowed the cultural metaphysics of liberation to become an ongoing 
priority in her work. They use a multi-spiritual lens to explore how 
housing, land use, and queered domestic structures create restorative 
environments for targeted populations. She is a graduate of Hampton 
University and Duke Divinity School. She resides in the Powhatan lands 
now called Richmond, VA., USA.

https://encyclopediavirginia.org/entries/petit-marronage-in-the-great-dismal-swamp/
https://truthout.org/articles/federal-appeals-court-upheld-west-virginia-ban-on-medication-abortion-now-what/
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/world/2025/07/27/attack-on-dr-congo-church-kills-more-than-30-local-officials-
https://www.theguardian.com/tv-and-radio/2025/jul/27/hurricane-katrina-race-against-time-national-geographic-docuseries
https://www.newyorker.com/culture/postscript/malcolm-jamal-warner-and-the-lessons-of-theo-huxtable?utm_source=flipboard&utm_content=topic/entertainment
https://www.commondreams.org/opinion/israel-war-west-bank?share_id=8912073&utm_campaign=RebelMouse&utm_content=Common+Dreams&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter
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Liturgy Author 

M Kaiser (they/them) is co-director of enfleshed. They are passionate 
about the ways spirituality and theology can both support and hinder 
the labors of individual and collective freedom. Over the last decade, 
they have had the pleasure of collaborating and working in spaces and 
movements of shared longing and action such as Texas Freedom 
Network, Faith in Harm Reduction, SURJ, UmForward, Reconciling 
Ministries Network, ONE Northside, and other collectives of 
organizers, religious communities, and creators. In their spare time, 
they seek out creaturely encounters and enjoy working with stained 
glass.

Editor 
 
Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters.”
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