Liturgy that Matters

- July 20, 2025 -

Luke 10:38-42




TEXTS

July 20, 2025

Amos 8:1-12
Psalm 52

Genesis 18:1-10a
Psalm 15
Colossians 1:15-28
Luke 10:38-42

What links the texts this week?

July 20, 2025

Reconciliation is never simple. It holds wickedness accountable. It rewards interdependene and

collaboration. God is our Great Reconciler, ensuring that balance is always possible, ensuring that there

is always hospitality for the oppressed, ensuring that peoples thought barren will be numerous once
again. Reconciliation is men not expecting domestic labor from women. Reconciliation is interest-free

lending. Reconciliation is olive trees aging proudly for millennia in their native lands.

ORDER OF WO RSH IP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship after Proverbs 8

God of Martha, God of Mary

guide us in the tradition of wise women—
those who know the work of love

requires devotion to the the practical
and devotion to the spiritual.

Those who teach us that caregiving
and contemplation

are not opposed to one another—

but inform one another

and weave in and out of our days.
Come, the God of work and wonder awaits!

Opening Prayer
Protect us from distraction, Radical Love.

Wealth hoarders are invested in our scattered minds.
Corporations profit from our shortened attention spans.

We feel fractured by the enormity of sorrow in the world.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BOWF_myMzBEs0I5bp1SHYfXXeNrwfXoX6Op2scyzCaM/edit?usp=sharing

Rake us in.

Steady our gaze.

Plant devotion in our hearts.

Turn us towards what is ours to do today.

May we sit like Mary at the feet of Love.

Like Martha, may we do what needs done.Amen.

Invitation to Offering

It need not be complicated, friends. There need not be hoops to jump through nor boxes to check.Aid for
one another can flow like water. Care for one another can be freely given.We collect our offerings in the
spirit of joy and the mindset of abundance.

Prayer of Dedication

We dedicate our offerings to our works and our contemplation, oh Steadfast Hope. May our care for one
another and our spiritual practices expand out in the world—weaving wiley and expansive ways of life.
Amen.

Benediction

As Jesus says “Martha, Martha”

hear, too, your own name spoken on the lips of the Beloved.
Where is Wisdom inviting you?

Where is Devotion leading you?

We go in that direction, dear friends.

SERMON PREP

Questions:

* Have you ever felt threatened or jealous of someone else’s faith experience? How can you support
members of your faith community through these complicated feelings?

*  What are the pervading gender dynamics in your spiritual community? How can space and visibility be
more consistently offered to those traversing the middle areas of the gender spectrum?

*  How does your faith community respond to conflict or difficult questions? How can you encourage
those who are conflict-avoidant to feel safe enaging in principled struggle?

© 2025 enfleshed




Application
This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Grey Oletsa (they/she).

Cosmic - Often the story of Jesus, Martha and Mary focuses on Jesus’ gentle redirection of Martha’s attention

I”

to her sister’s priorities. It is a necessary reminder:“one thing is needful” has been made to mean that focus on
Christ, deep faith, is the required facet of interaction with God.While this is a valuable perspective to grasp the
value of these later events of Luke 10, it can sometimes be fashioned into a weapon, bludgeoning people who
struggle with anxiety and scrupulosity. For believers who practice both intellectually and practically rigorous
ways of worshipping God, it can arrive as a rebuke. But what this interaction points to is the willingness of God

to be questioned and brought into our lived experiences.

The first few verses of this passage bring us into a scene of hustle and bustle. Martha is giving off huge eldest
daughter energy. Perhaps, all her life she’d been taught that busyness surrounding the preparation of a banquet
spread is an indication of how deeply you honor a guest. As many of us have been cultured into a productivity
lifestyle, it can be difficult to sit still and simply listen or talk with a guest before running around to figure out
what they will eat and how they will be entertained. It is not difficult to resonate with Martha’s frustration
with both Jesus and her sister; it is deeply important to be seen as busy and it is equally unsettling to be in the
presence of people who seem not to recognize the value of such activity.

Every faith tradition has protocols for what is needful; it is often far from one thing. Some denominations place
an emphasis on liturgical rites and others focus on evangelism as a priority. There are lineages which have put
the act of giving on a pedestal, but others center silence and community. For someone whose deepest desire is
an intimate relationship with God, the heart is vulnerable to those who seem most confident in their chosen
tradition. Religious trauma flows from those places where we have trusted people to be responsible with us
and have been let down thoroughly. Martha’s effort reaches a boiling point when she erupts in a question and a
command to Jesus: Don’t you care about how much I'm doing? Make Mary help me!

Whether or not Jesus recognizes this interplay of power dynamics, He responds to the question. I'm
ambivalent about what He says, but | love that he responds directly to Martha’s concerns without laying claim
to Mary’s agency. Through Jesus, God here is portrayed as involved more deeply than we would imagine. God
is creatively invested in our relationship to Them and one another.To our disappointment, Martha’s response is
left out of the account in Luke, but her questioning continues to invite us to a deeper space of taking God and
Heaven and bringing them back to Earth.

Structural - Wilda C. Gafney says, “Interpretations of the Mary and Martha, Martha and Mary, story often
focus on ‘a woman’s place! What passes for liberating readings in some contexts is saying that a woman’s place
is not just in the kitchen but also at the feet of Jesus. Missing from these less-than-revolutionary readings is
the question of why it is imagined that women have a ‘place’ when men don’t” Martha’s line of questioning is a
contradiction because it is both enslaving of her sister and liberatory of herself. Martha removes herself from
“a woman’s place,” centering her desire for recognition and support while simultaneously trying to return
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Mary to “a woman’s place” and disregarding her agency in sitting and listening to Jesus.

When it comes to liberation, it is often the people who ask the uncomfortable questions who point us in
the direction of those issues which most require our attention. In my view, one of the greatest obstacles

to liberation and systemic change is what has been termed as the fear of open conflict. When people shy
away from asking uncomfortable questions or making known the ways they feel ignored or disregarded, the
dominant figures of the system use this hierarchy to further entrench this status quo.As | continue to be
dissatisfied with Jesus’ response to Martha, | imagine the invitation to keep asking better, tougher questions,
and with it, the need for institutions to build more robust forms of inviting these kinds of engagement and
addressing these concerns with the mindfulness they deserve.

“Don’t you care?” Martha asks. | find this to be such a brave question. Perhaps misogyny has whittled down
my capacity to lower my defenses enough to ask a man if he cares about something that concerns me. Even
imagining this situation fills me with shame, dread, and a desperate need never to be in a situation where

| am even emotionally vulnerable, let alone materially so.What this tells me about the ways misogyny is
working to dehumanize me is that | begin to stop myself from asking for care, demanding it, in fact. This
facet of the oppressive structure is working to make me stop asking questions.

It is important to return to the fact that Martha decides a place for her sister without her sister’s consent.
It is not enough to ask questions, but our questions ought to be refined and further contextualized by our
connection to people with whom we share common struggles.VWhat Martha gains by asking her questions,
she fumbles by demanding her sister’s actions be dictated by a man. Because she refuses to connect with
whatever satisfaction Mary could be receiving from sitting and listening to Jesus, daring to step away from
her post in the “kitchen”, Martha is not finding a greater space of freedom for both her and her sister.

Within our institutions, when someone asks a question that makes us uncomfortable, or when we find
ourselves at the point of asking uncomfortable questions, are we prepared to receive feedback that makes
our questions even more keen? Are these institutions equipped to be the kind of spaces that create flexible
contexts led by wise and experienced folks who are able to take our discomfort and turn it into the site of
liberation?

Interpersonal - Many sermons focus on Jesus and Martha when this passage is taught. In the Bible, the
silent or silenced characters are often left out of narratives, which is a tradition that preachers tend to
follow, looking for dialogue as a catalyst for action or activeness. Silence is a mysterious thing to handle, and
most people shy away from it, even in interaction with their friends and family. | am curious about Mary’s
silence and her posture as one of the women who was also a disciple of Christ. In Mary, | recognize a
faithful commitment to following one’s path of faith, especially in the direction of liberation.

Mary of Bethany is fascinating to me because of the occasions where she appears in the Gospels. Mary
tends to be written as silent, except in John || at Lazarus’ resurrection where her tears and questioning
bring Jesus to tears himself. She is silent as she anoints Jesus’ feet with costly perfume in John 12.There
is a fortitude about the way Mary moves through the world, disregarding the social etiquette of her time,

© 2025 enfleshed




choosing to follow her intuition. | believe Mary is silent by choice because she does other things by choice. If
anyone is an indication of the kind of faith that is needed in our time, it is the kind that doesn’t engage in the
distractions of discourse or virtue signaling, remaining focused on their path towards greater freedom.

In “Silent Liberation: Navigating Feminist Theology through the Christological Lens of Mary of Bethany,” Karen
M. Kiefer says, “Before it even existed, she embodied Christianity — as a woman. Before Jesus ‘anointed’ and

commissioned his disciples, she anointed him.” In her silence, Mary bore witness to Jesus’ divine nature and
honored it. Mary took on responsibility for her convictions and ignored the ways she wasn’t “supposed to”
act because of them. In her witness, Mary affirmed that she was reconciled to God because she received the
revelation even before it came to be as widespread or overt as it was with the other disciples.

As | get older, | realize how little | know and how much I’'m supposed to find out through making mistakes,
trying, and failing at different things, all the while trusting that I'm living life the way it’s meant to be lived.
Little about this life makes sense; | imagined a bulb would go off in my head at the age of 25 and finally
everything would click, but that birthday grows further in the rearview mirror, and I'm still finding my way.
One thing that anchors me is my commitment to life. | have a spiritual commitment to the fact that | am alive,
and | continue on my struggle in an effort to nurture this life.

From this perspective, | came to the point of realizing that my life is interdependent with the lives of others,
which has now become a crucial point of my faith and how | practice it. | see this mirrored in Mary,a woman
who understood her commitments and faithfully aligned with them.

Words for inspiration

Consider how we can contribute to a world that frees domestic laborers to deepen
their faith instead of being overwhelmed with care work.

“It is ironic that immigrant women who provide our society with the most intimate care serices are treated
as if they are invisible, or at best disposable. Immigrant women will not tolerate being condemned to do the

caring and the dirty work for other people, only to be dumped like toxic waste when their services are no
longer needed.”

- Grace Chang in Disposable Domestics
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Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

DO is now targeting US citizens to help Trump hit his deportation goals

Black women’s unemployment is rising. Economists say it’s a warning sign.

What early warnings did flood-hit Texas receive?

From COINTELPRO to Project Esther: The evolution of domestic counterinsurgency in the U.S.

Zohran Can Happen Anywhere (But Having an Opponent Like Cuomo Helps

[enfleshe]d doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought
partners

Commentaries Author

“Hailing from Nairobi, Kenya, Gracia Oletsa is a living work of art, or
perhaps, at work in living art. Embracing the principles of creativity as
work-in-progress and innovation as failing forward, Grey (they/she) uses
writing as a primary form of connection and world-building. Writing is a
North Star guiding them into community organizing and artist peer
support. Through their work as a labor support specialist, they facilitate
spaces where birth can be a site of liberative collaboration between

body, mind, spirit, and environment. Grey is part mysterious cryptid, so

feel free to catch them outside if you dare; she loves laughter, food you

can eat with your fingers, and purchasing art supplies that will taunt her
until they’re put to good use.

Liturgy Author

Rev. Molly Bolton (she/they) is a spiritual director, hospital chaplain, and
poet who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina with her
partner and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool for liberative
spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community settings.

Molly holds a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of Divinity
and a Diploma in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San Francisco
Theological Seminary. She was trained as a chaplain at Cleveland Clinic
and is ordained in the United Church of Christ.

Hikes with stream crossings, feminist romance novels, and porch-sits with

beloveds are a few of their favorite things. Find them at revmollybolton.
com and on insta @mijbolton.
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https://mondoweiss.net/2025/07/from-cointelpro-to-project-esther-the-evolution-of-domestic-counterinsurgency-in-the-u-s/
https://theintercept.com/2025/06/26/nyc-mayor-zohran-mamdani-cuomo/

Editor

Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters”.
Copyright

A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use these materi-
als for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the subscription and hinders
the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing capacities.

Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or verbally when
enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by _ ] should be included in the attri-
bution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using these resources.

Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.
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