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Hosea 1:2-10
Psalm 85
Genesis 18:20-32
Psalm 138
Colossians 2:6-15, (16-19)
Luke 11:1-13

What links the texts this week?

We can never be sure of the transactions that determine who can access pleasure versus who is terror-
ized with suffering. How many must be wicked for God to no longer consider a people Their children? Is 
this really the God in whom we place our faith? When wickedness is embedded into culture, there should 
be accountability - even consequences. Should any righteousness remain, the cosmic scandal emerges - 
why must terrible things afflict the weak and undeserving? Perhaps God made flesh is an attempt to solve 
for Their limitations. Perhaps where God fails us is where draw Spirit from within ourselves. 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship 

Do not lose heart!
There are a thousand ways to begin again
and the ancestors cheer on every liberation, no matter how small.

Do not lose heart!
We celebrate all that we have done to make it this far
and we owe it to the dead to fight for the living.

Do not lose heart!
Possibilities brim forth in the collective—
those tending the path of solidarity do not lose their souls—

Thanks be to the Liberation-Loving God!

Opening Prayer

Within our bodies, we carry histories of both love and shame,
we carry within us all that our ancestors did to survive. 
There is nothing new under the sun—

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BOWF_myMzBEs0I5bp1SHYfXXeNrwfXoX6Op2scyzCaM/edit?usp=sharing
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empire’s slimy hands have pulled up beauty by the roots for millenia,
folks have felt hopeful or hopeless every time the world turns.
Apocalypses unfurl around us and still—
we doggedly tend the Ways of Life.
We are part and parcel of the cosmic web of becoming and undoing—
made of the implosion and creation of stars.
Bless our practices of Hope, Unwieldy and Surprising God.
Keep us stubborn in the Ways of Love. Amen.

Invitation to Offering

Billboards, commercials, pop-up ads. TVs blaring all that we can buy—promising products to ease our 
pain. Let us keep our dreams steady in this place—unmoved by the lure of accumulation. Let us devote 
ourselves, instead, to care for each other and our planet home. Come—even among voices shouting 
individualism—holy interdependence awaits. 

Prayer of Dedication

Tune us to the frequency of your economy, oh Expansive Love. Awaken our collective wisdom towards 
creative ways to care for each other and our flora and fauna kin. Steady our attention on what is truly life-
giving—relationship, rest, and devotion to righteous causes. Bless our offerings towards the thousands of 
ways there are to foster Holy Hope. Amen.

Benediction

Go forth practicing Hope. 
For there are children to be cared for
and ancestors at our backs.
Go forth practicing Hope
for wilder and wiser than despair
are the Ways of Love.

Liturgy that Matters extends heartfelt gratitude and a grief-touched au revoir to our incredible liturgist, 
Molly Bolton. Their congregational care and gifted liturgy writing has indellibly formed the identity of our 
beloved publication. Please join us in wishing Molly well as they embrace other life-giving acts of collective 
care. Subsequent issues will feature the liberating liturgical prowess of enfleshed co-founder M Kaiser. 
Thank you all who faithfully subscribe and share for giving our work such deep purpose and meaning.
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SERMON PREP

Questions:
•	 What makes you feel empowered to fight for yourself? How can you infuse your faith community with more 

opportunities for this empowerment?

•	 How has your denomination traditionally read the Sodom and Gommorah narrative? How would a class-focused 

reading land with those in your community?

•	 What have you allowed “God” to get away with in yours and others’ lives? How can you, like Abraham, be 

empowered to hold God accountable to Love and Justice?

 

Application

This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Min. Candace Simpson (she/her). 

Cosmic -“Your arms are too short to box with God.” This well-worn (and problematic) theological cliche is 
meant to highlight the bigness of God and the futility of fighting with such a divine being. As human beings, we 
wrestle with the concept of theodicy. Why do bad things happen to good people?

This passage reveals something about the nature of God. It’s a powerful story, myth even, of what God is like. In 
this passage, God is a gambler. Abraham is, too. Abraham bargains with God.

If there are fifty righteous within the city, will you then sweep away the place?

Perhaps upon being confronted with this number, God feels shame. Embarrassment. Perhaps God is looking 
directly into the camera and screwing up Their face, 

Yikes. I do seem like someone I’m not trying to be. 

God seems embarrassed, at least, at the notion that fifty people could be undeserving of wrath and still be 
caught up in it. Abraham petitions to God, hoping that such a number could save the city. First, Abraham starts 
with fifty. Then comes down to forty-five, forty, thirty, twenty, and then ten. By the end of this passage, Abraham 
has talked God into sparing the city for just ten people. 

In the classic children’s story, “Horton Hears A Who,” an elephant finds an entire town living on a tiny speck of 
dust. With his big ears he can hear the cries of the entire town and makes it his mission to protect and cherish 
them. The jungle begins to laugh at Horton because they cannot see the town and its people. Or, perhaps, they 
choose not to. His rallying cry was short but powerful.

“A person’s a person, no matter how small.” 

Somehow, this story and this quote have been misused and weaponized to shame people seeking to terminate 
pregnancies. For far too long, Christians have obsessed over the debate of “when life begins” yet have 
forsaken the call to truly protect life. How else, then, does one square the rolling back of medical and privacy 
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protections alongside the horrifying implications of the so-called “Big Beautiful Bill?” How does diminishing 
already sparse Medicare coverage, kicking children, veterans, and people who are homeless off of necessary 
food assistance programs, and ballooning the ICE budget reflect our values? Which people matter? The bill 
promises to impact every person’s life, some more than others. If the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic taught 
us nothing else, it is that we are only as healthy as our neighbor is. We have learned so many lessons since 
2019, and it seems as though we have refused to internalize them. 

Maybe the story does not begin with Abraham’s advocacy. What is going on with God that God is in the 
position of “destroying” and “judging” the city? Doesn’t the Sun need help rising? Don’t the seas need 
support waving back and forth against the shore? Couldn’t God spend God’s time watching over sparrows 
and lilies? Isn’t there something else that God could be doing besides fixating on this city? 

For millennia, such a characterization of God has kept us from appropriately meeting tragedies with the 
necessary empathy and wisdom they desire. It is so easy to smugly retort from a comfortable home that 
victims of floods and hurricanes in Southern states “got what they voted for.” Or, consider the Christians 
who celebrated the passing of the massive and devastating bill in the House. We, as a body of believers, very 
often think we can pass judgement on to our fellow humans. We believe that a righteous person (narrowly 
defined) should be responsible for the fates of the so-called “unrighteous.” These attitudes do not bring us 
closer to God or each other. These attitudes make suffering greater and reconciliation impossible. 

Isn’t it interesting that this passage plays with the math? We leave this passage learning that there is no 
number of saving people small enough to be useless. Later in the Christian narrative in Matthew 18, Jesus 
sounds like Horton. 

If a shepherd has a hundred sheep and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the 
mountains and go in search of the one that went astray? And if he finds it, truly I tell you, he rejoices over it 
more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray.

It is comforting to imagine that someone is fighting for you. When we have been forgotten or intentionally 
excluded, it is nice to imagine that God’s got the “whole world in Her hands” as the song declares. Or 
perhaps we, too, are carefully held on a tiny speck, on a small flower, in the trunk of an elephant who insists 
that we are worth fighting for. When we believe that someone is fighting for us, we may feel empowered to 
fight for ourselves. 

Structural - Chances are, if you are subscribed to Liturgy that Matters, you are mindful that the 
Christian tradition is weaponized against queer and trans people. You are probably here because you 
want to hear from a collective of humans attempting to work through the muck of Christian theologies 
towards liberation. You have also likely heard the term “Sodom and Gomorrah” as a shorthand for God’s 
punishment against gay men specifically, though it certainly extends to anyone under the queer and trans 
umbrella. 

But many have debunked this interpretation as an inaccurate interpretation. In 2010, Bishop Gene Robinson 
was interviewed by the Center for American Progress. He argues,
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“This is a really important story because it’s where we get the word “sodomite” used to describe 
homosexuals, and nothing could be further from the truth. This story is about a very wealthy city. 
Perhaps it was the prototype of the gated community. Because they wanted to protect their wealth they 
canceled a very important tradition throughout the Middle East: welcoming the stranger. That kind of 
hospitality makes life possible in a desert culture…Some men in Sodom didn’t want strangers coming 
into city because they feared they would see the wealth and return with an army. Lot, the central figure 
in the story, welcomes two men into his home who turn out to be angels of God. The men want Lot to 
send the men out to them so that they can rape them. And Lot refuses to do so.”

Whenever we read Biblical stories, it is important to learn more about the cities named. For example, if we 
filmed a story about a mother taking her child to school in Clinton, Tennessee and a story of a mother taking 
her child to school in Chicago, Illinois, some details may overlap. Perhaps we could imagine both mothers 
holding the child’s hand, the child fussing about a school project, or the fight to get out of bed after staying 
up too late. But other details would certainly be different. Accents would be different. Routes and transit 
methods to school may be different. Cultural nuances that distinguish Clinton and Chicago would become 
evident. Sodom, as described by Bishop Robinson, was a wealthy city. And some men in the city were cautious 
about visitors to the point that they did a grievous act against their fellow human and their God. Bishop 
Robinson continues,

“With Sodom and Gomorrah, we have internal commentary on the story elsewhere in scripture. Ezekiel 
has virtually the same story, and the prophets talk about the sin of Sodom as being that of greed and 
lack of care for the poor. Cancellation of the law of hospitality was a sin against the poorest and most 
vulnerable. That is the same conclusion that Jesus himself draws in citing Sodom when he talks about 
the disciples going into a town and not being received. He says, ‘Shake the dust off your feet and go on 
into the next town. It will be worse for those folks who did not receive you, welcome you, offer you 
hospitality than for the people of Sodom.’”

Though the passage in our text does not deal with this part of the story, we have to address it thanks to 
bigoted one-note Christians who weaponize it. The word “sodomize” is a carceral word, often used in police 
reports to describe particular kinds of sexual violence. Because U.S. American English makes a shorthand of 
the term “Sodom,” it is important as Christian religious professionals to rewind and set the terms properly. 
This way, we can understand what Abraham is arguing about, and why the culture of the cities mean so much 
in the Biblical arc. Bishop Robinson goes on to make the claim that “if the sin of Sodom is greed and not 
taking care of the poor, then it would seem like the sodomites in our culture are those who do things to 
keep the rich getting richer and the poor getting poorer.” This shift may be uncomfortable to read, but it is 
important to wrestle with. 

How does it feel to read an interpretation like this? If you are a cishet person, what does this perspective do 
for you? If you are queer or trans, how does this perspective land? If you are a person of relative wealth, what 
does it do in your mind to be considered wicked, in the Biblical sense? If you are a person who is not wealthy, 
how does this perspective meet your experience? Have you ever been considered wicked? What does that 
mean in real life?

© 2025 enfleshed 
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Interpersonal - In 1973, Stevie Wonder released his Innervisions album. Full of political critique and 
religious imagery, the album made a powerful attempt to describe the everyday experience of living under 
non-democracy for Black people. 

“His father works some days for fourteen hours

And you can bet he barely makes a dollar

His mother goes to scrub the floors for many

And you’d best believe, she hardly gets a penny

Living just enough, just enough for the city.”

Stevie Wonder describes four people in the family. A mother, father, sister and brother are all plagued by 
different issues. All of them experience different kinds of humiliations as “colored people” in the story. In 
the extended version of the song, Stevie Wonder includes a skit. A young person newly arrives in the city, 
impressed by the magic of the skyscrapers. Someone asks him to carry a package across the street for five 
dollars and he naively does so. Unfortunately, the cops catch this interaction and the newcomer is arrested. 
We assume that he is unknowingly transporting drugs or money across the street. 

Stevie Wonder prophetically growls in the second act of the song.

“His hair is long, his feet are hard and gritty

He spends his life walking the streets of New York City

He’s almost dead from breathing in air pollution

He tried to vote but to him there’s no solution

Living just enough, just enough for the city!

I hope you hear inside my voice of sorrow

And that it motivates you to make a better tomorrow

This place is cruel, nowhere could be much colder

If we don’t change, the world will soon be over

Living just enough, stop giving just enough for the city!”

Stevie Wonder’s pen is powerful because he helps to give flesh to weighty concepts. As our modern 
psalmist, he finds a way to describe the pain points of each coordinate on the matrix of oppression. With 
this soundtrack, we may wonder how Abraham felt. 

What was on Abraham’s heart when he began to intercede on behalf of the city? Who did he imagine when 
he asked God for mercy? 

Perhaps the truth is more complicated than “wicked” and “righteous” binaries. Abraham petitions God 
to ask, “Will you indeed sweep the righteous with the wicked?” Such a question, given the argument that 
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Sodom was a wealthy city, now feels different. We know that wherever there are wealthy people, there is a 
permanent underclass made to make such expressions of wealth possible. In his work “The Viral Underclass: 
The Human Toll When Inequality and Disease Collide,”  Steven Thrasher reminds us of an eerie fact:

“One thing many people forget, if they ever knew it in the first place, is that when George Floyd’s 
autopsy was performed, he had the novel coronavirus.So had the police not killed Floyd, would the 
virus – the biggest killer of Black men at the time – have done so? And had city and county financial 
resources been made available to people who lost their jobs in the pandemic, like Floyd, would he have 
used that questionable $20 bill at that convenience store?” 

Thrasher is asking us to think about the multiple layers of vulnerability and precarity people endure in the 
same country that has the world’s largest military. During the early pandemic, public health experts noted 
that there was a “paradox” of our “emerging stay-at-home economy: an economy in which women and 
people of color make up the majority of both essential workers and the unemployed.” Poor people were 
keeping rich people safer, as grocery deliverers, janitors in hospitals, and at warehouses. 

Will you indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked?

It has been said, both inside the Bible and in our communities of worship, that “it rains on the just and the 
unjust.” Some have extended this saying to say, “but the unjust seem to have umbrellas.” Extended further 
some argue, “but the unjust have taken everyone else’s umbrellas.” We have learned time and time again that 
while events may impact everyone to some degree, they do not impact everyone to the same degree. 

The good news of this text is that Abraham interceded for people he did not know, and he did not die. 
Abraham asked that people be spared from God’s wrath and destruction, and doing so did not endanger 
him. Abraham asks God boldly, “Shall not the judge of all earth act justly?” 

Dr. Valerie Bridgeman, Dean of the Methodist Theological School of Ohio writes, “We have become inured 
to divine violence in the text, until and unless someone, in the name of God, decides to bomb, shoot, knife, 
or otherwise maim whole groups of people ‘in God’s name.’ That’s the challenge with this text. It is easy to 
say, ‘but it’s God.’”

In what ways have we been taught to allow nonsense because “it’s God?” What kind of God floods the 
whole Earth? Sacrifices Her grown child? Smites entire cities? What kind of God allows a small minority of 
powerful people to control the fates of the many? What questions can we ask of God, and ourselves, that 
shape our courageous actions? Can these questions make us treat each other better? Let us hope so. 
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Sources

SBL Study Bible
Blue Letter Bible
https://www.american.edu/sis/news/20250226-the-political-roots-of-dr-seuss.cfm
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/10-egregious-things-you-may-not-know-about-the-one-
big-beautiful-bill-act/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/what-are-religious-texts-really-saying-about-gay-and-
transgender-rights/
https://genius.com/Stevie-wonder-living-for-the-city-lyrics
https://www.npr.org/2008/03/14/88189147/in-horton-movie-abortion-foes-hear-an-ally
https://www.thinkglobalhealth.org/article/color-and-gender-covid-essential-workers-not-disposable-
people
https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/ordinary-17-3/
commentary-on-genesis-1820-32-4
https://ysph.yale.edu/news-article/journalist-and-social-justice-advocate-steven-thrasher-addresses-
viral-underclass-in-poynter-lecture/

Words for inspiration:

Check out the class-conscious folk musical mind of Jesse Welles on social media 
@wellesmusic on Instagram

in.

 
Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

ICE Campaign of Violence Will Lead to More Deaths

US cuts visa validity for applicants from four African countries

Europe court says Semenya’s trial wasn’t fair in gender testing case

Nurses, midwives tackle quacks, illegal training institutions

UN highlights potential of blue economy

[enfleshed doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought partners]
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https://gazettengr.com/nurses-midwives-tackle-quacks-illegal-training-institutions/
https://gazettengr.com/un-highlights-potential-of-blue-economy/
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Commentaries Author

Minister Candace Simpson (she/her/hers) is a sister, preacher, and 
educator. She is a graduate of Trinity College and Union Theological 
Seminary. She is an associate minister at Concord Baptist Church of 
Christ in Brooklyn, New York. Minister Simpson is especially drawn to 
Christian education as a political education tool for Black liberation. It 
is Candace’s philosophy that Heaven is a Revolution that can happen 
right here on Earth. She is the lead writer and curriculum designer at 
Fish Sandwich Heaven, an online resource for dreaming a freer world.”

 
Liturgy Author
 

Rev. Molly Bolton (she/they) is a spiritual director, hospital chaplain, 
and poet who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina 
with her partner, baby, and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool 
for liberative spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community 
settings. Molly holds a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of 
Divinity and a Diploma in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San 
Francisco Theological Seminary. She was trained as a chaplain at 
Cleveland Clinic and is ordained in the United Church of Christ.
Hikes with stream crossings, feminist romance novels, and porch-
sits with beloveds are a few of their favorite things. Find them at 
revmollybolton.com and on insta @mjbolton.

Editor 

Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of  “Liturgy that Matters.” 

Copyright 
A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use 
these materials for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of 
the subscription and hinders the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing 
capacities.  
Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or 
verbally when enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by ____] 
should be included in the attribution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using 
these resources.
Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.

https://www.fishsandwichheaven.com/

