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TEXTS

August 17, 2025

Isaiah 5:1-7
Psalm 80:1-2,8-19
Jeremiah 23:23-29

Psalm 82
Hebrews | 1:29-12:2
Luke 12:49-56

What links the texts this week?

How do we substantiate our dreams? How do we know which ones are divine Truth or impositions from
empire?! There will be times when we will need to dream the impossible.We will need to dream redemp-
tion for the condemned of the world.We will need to dream our way through the middle of seas.We will
need to dream against the spiritual bypassing and toxic positivity even when it terrifies us.VWe will need to
dream the crumbling of walls that once held us up.We won’t always have the luxury of dreaming of peace,
but to dream of liberation is the even larger hope.A hope so large it can hold catastrophe in its bosom
and smile through the tears anyway.A hope that knows trouble don’t last always.

ORDER OF WO RSH iIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)
Call to Worship

The Holy Troubler comes to stir us to attention

Our attention is a prayer

We pray for beloveds near and far, targeted and afraid
Lives and livelihoods at risk

God calls us to courage!

Brings freedom through truth

Nurtures hope that is deep and rich and lasting
Hope that is honest with grief

Grieving with God, we come to be transformed.
Opening prayer
Divine Love, you are our source of moral clarity. Bombarded with messages that turn us against the

suffering of our neighbors, we return to your love for clarity. Surrounded by influences that justify evil,
we return to your love for clarity. Overwhelmed with it all, we return to your love for clarity. Protect our
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minds from deceit. Protect our hearts from hardening. Keep us in your wisdom.Amen.
Invitation to offering

Beloveds, let us build a community that is known for its honesty and courage! A place where the weary and
broken hearted, the targeted and struggling, the freedom seeking and truth sharing can come and find true
companionship. Let us bring our offerings together, material and spiritual, and make it so.

Prayer of dedication

Holy Healer, we long for a world re-balanced by justice.Where those being starved sit at tables of feasting.
Where those weary with generations of exploitation can rise into rest and ease.VVhere those who
tower-over are brought swiftly into humble postures. Until that day, may all our resources be in service to
transformation. Bless them to freedom. Bless them to flourishing. Amen.

Benediction

Let us refuse the false prophets of shallow hope.

Let us turn from the temptation of privatized joy.

Let us divest from comforts that discourage our action.
In solidarity with our neighbors, may we be present!
Honestly. Tenderly. Fiercely.

God dwells here with us, in the wonder and terror.

SERMON PREP

Questions:

* How does the idea of God venting or screaming land within your tradition’s theology? What comforts
or upsets you about this image? How can your spiritual community hold space for this expression of
God?

*  What “killjoy” personalities or figures have been importnat parts of your faith or communal formation?
How can we be more celebratory and grateful for our community “killjoys”?

* How do you embody your hopes for a better world? How can this embodiment be shared amongst
your close community members?
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Application
This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Damon Garcia (he/him).

Cosmic - There are many passages in the Hebrew prophetic books that describe God deciding to harshly
judge Israel for their betrayal, and punishing them by giving them over to the kingdoms that sought to destroy
them. Many of these passages are in Jeremiah, who claims to be the only one preaching this message while the
other prophets are either leading people away from God or giving them a peaceful message, promising that
destruction from Babylon isn’t coming after all. Babylon’s destruction of Israel and their temple was imminent.
Smaller exiles had already taken place, and the much larger historic exile happened a few decades later.

Today, many irresponsible preachers, inspired by their own judgment of people, read their judgments into the
text and claim that God seeks to punish all of us today for betraying God too. Some progressive preachers
tend to ignore these passages since they contradict with the loving and forgiving God they hope to preach
every week.

These days, | read this text, and | encountered another way of understanding these judgments based on
conversations I've had with friends and family who have felt betrayed and misunderstood.The prophesies

of God punishing Israel by letting others destroy them really just feel like someone venting. Think of the
conversations you and your loved ones have after someone goes through a breakup and they say “I’'m never
dating anyone again! Everyone sucks!” and wishing the worst on their ex. Or think of when people are cut

off by their own community or family and they say “They’re all terrible people, and | hope they get what’s
coming to them!” Or think of the way people talked about each other after Trump won his second election in
2024 and people said “You all deserve what’s about to happen to you because you let Trump win!” This is all
emotional venting. The callous comes from a deeply hurt place within people’s souls.And it’s important to make
space for that venting, where we say harsh things that we don’t even really believe because we just need to air
out our pain in a safe space. Perhaps Jeremiah in his promises of divine punishment is venting on his own. Or
perhaps God is venting through Jeremiah from a deeply hurt place within Godself. God may be triggered and
grappling with the equal power of the people’s free will. God cannot fathom how a nation doing so much harm
has earned peace and prosperity.

| sense this kind of venting in today’s passage, where God questions Israel’s betrayal, perhaps not with a giant
stern wagging finger, but with divine tears. In response to prophets lying in God’s name, God responds, “Am

| a God near by, and not a God far off? Who can hide in secret places so that | cannot see them? Do | not fill
heaven and earth?” God is making a point that the false prophets cannot hide and tell lies in secret since God
is everywhere, but | also feel like this is God saying “Am | not enough for you? | fill heaven and earth! How
much more could | possibly be?”

God connects Israel’s betrayal to the betrayal of their ancestors who turned away to worship Baal centuries
before. Baal was a storm god who promised rain for crops and riches. It makes sense why people who were
hungry and poor would be inclined to turn to Baal. The scriptures that emphasize God’s omnipotence and
omnipresence in the entire earth were likely sending a message to people who turned to other gods because
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they felt like God wasn’t enough. In the midst of imminent destruction, the children of those ancestors
then turned to hopeful and positive dreams and denied the imminent danger. But | wonder if those positive
thinking prophets and those who listened to them actually believed the message or were just finding a way
to cope. Overall, everyone in this story—including God—is just in so much pain, struggling to find a way to
communicate their pain.

And yet, Jeremiah—known as the weeping prophet—struggling with his own pain, still holds to the truth that
he believes God has given him. Jeremiah refuses to try to escape reality and warns people of the danger
they’re in, even though it'll just make everyone hurt even more. But this passage shows that God hurts too,
along with us.When we turn to God for help, crying and venting through prayer, we may discover that God
is crying and venting too.

Structural - Jeremiah was a disruptor. He refused to be ignored while everyone tried to go on

with business as usual and deny the danger that Jeremiah tirelessly warned them about. Jesus’ temple
demonstration where he flipped tables and poured out coins was actually directly inspired by Jeremiah’s
temple demonstration, and Jesus directly quoted Jeremiah when he said they turned the temple into a den
of robbers.They tried to execute Jeremiah, too.The other prophets demanded his death, and the temple
officials refused out of fear of retaliation from God. It’s ironic that the prophets who preached peace and
that no harm would come to the Israelites were so ready to kill Jeremiah.

Jeremiah 6:13 says the prophets of peace treated the people’s wounds carelessly, “saying ‘Peace, peace,
when there is no peace.” In our passage Jeremiah said they prophesied the deceit of their own heart.
Jeremiah acted as a killjoy for all the hopeful prophets, inconveniencing everyone by telling them what they
needed to hear, instead of what they wanted to hear.

In her book, The Promise of Happiness, feminist scholar Sara Ahmed wrote about the figure of the “feminist
killjoy”, who inconveniences people’s blissful ignorance by exposing sexism, racism, and other forms of
oppression that people prefer to ignore in order to keep the so-called “peace”. Ahmed challenges the idea
of the killjoy, asking,“Does the feminist kill other people’s joy by pointing out moments of sexism? Or does
she expose the bad feelings that get hidden, displaced, or negated under public signs of joy?”' She challenges
feminists to embrace the “joy in killing joy” when people’s joy depends on ignoring oppression.“To kill joy,”
Ahmed writes, “is to open a life, to make room for life, to make room for possibility, for chance.”?

We can find other contemporary killjoys in the Pro-Palestine activists in the United States who have
courageously disrupted political campaign rallies, pro-Israel university graduation ceremonies, defense
contractor offices, music festivals, and sports events. These activists are typically shouted down, kicked out,
arrested, and told it’s not the right time and place to call out the Israeli government’s US funded genocide
of Palestinians. The truth gets suppressed and sacrificed for a phony veneer of peace.Those who preach a

I Sara Ahmed, The Promise of Happiness (Durham: Duke University Press, 2010), 65.
2 Ahmed, 20.
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peace that depends on ignoring oppression follow the false prophets example of prophesying the deceit of
their hearts.

As a killjoy prophet Jeremiah wasn’t just preaching cynicism, but a call to justice. In his temple demonstration,
Jeremiah called his people to act justly with each other and stop oppressing foreigners, orphans and widows.
God’s people are called to live alternatively to the destructive ways of the empire.While the empire divides,
we must unite with the oppressed in solidarity with their struggle. Following the empire’s rules means
surrendering to empire’s way of violence.

In her book Gaia & God, feminist theologian, Rosemary Radford Ruether explains,“male-ruling class humans
have...set themselves apart from nature and over dominated women and men.Thereby they denied the web
of relationships that bind us all together, and within which these males themselves are an utterly dependent
part.””? God calls us to return to our natural connection with the earth, and everyone in it. This was Jeremiah’s
positive message at the heart of all his negativity. Ruether says,“The urgent task of ecological culture is to
convert human consciousness to the earth, so that we can use our minds to understand the web of life and
to live in that web of life as sustainers, rather than destroyers, of it.” The prophetic killjoys of today urge us to

reconnect with that web of life and pay attention to those within the web who are suffering.

Personal - People come to our communities looking for hope, and we live in a time when hope is needed
now more than ever. But there are different kinds of hope.There’s the kind of hope that denies suffering and
stuffs negative feelings down - bypassing. And there’s the hope that fully embraces the awareness of suffering
and negative feelings, and finds hope in presence and solidarity through all our struggles. This is the difference
between a prideful hope and a humble hope.A prideful hope is based on certainty, responding to every
tragedy,“l know everything will be okay, so don’t worry about anything”” A humble hope is based on the open
potential within uncertainty, confessing,“l don’t know what’s going to happen, but anything can happen, and

I'll be here for you no matter what.” This is the kind of hope that people are actually searching for, whether
they realize it or not.What we're really looking for is a community to depend on, even if everything gets even
worse.

In his book, Embracing Hopelessness, liberation theologian Miguel A. De La Torre explains how hope can be
used by those with economic privilege to distance themselves from the oppression that the disenfranchised
are forced to face.

“Hope, as a middle-class privilege, soothes the conscience of those complicit with oppressive structures,
lulling them to do nothing except look forward to a salvific future where every wrong will be righted
and every tear wiped away, while numbing themselves to the pain of those oppressed, lest that pain
motivate them to take radical action.™

3 Rosemary Radford Ruether, Gaia & God:An Ecofeminist Theology of Earth Healing (New York: HarperOne, 1994), 249-
250.
4 Miguel A. De La Torre, Embracing Hopelessness (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2017), 5.

© 2025 enfleshed



] AUgUSt |7, 2025 Y

This is the kind of hope Jeremiah condemned. From the deceit of their heart, the prophets of peace denied
reality to give people a hollow and temporary feeling of peace. But our hope doesn’t have to be based on
peace, or even promises of future peace. Our hope can be based on radical presence and solidarity even
when there is no peace.The hope we preach must be a hope that welcomes each other’s tears, instead of
one that forces a fake smile through the tears.

So what kind of hope will you give each other in your community? You don’t have to have all the answers

and solutions.You don’t even have to have any words at all. Hope is embodied when we show up for each
other, care for each other, and take action, whether anything gets better or not.

Words for inspiration:

“l screamed at God for the starving child until | realized the starving child was God screaming at me.”
= Unknown

Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Attention Stuffed

These ancient ruins prove our world today doesn’t have to be this way

North Dakota mineral owners say oil companies unfairly keep millions from checks without oversight

[enfleshe]d doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought
partners
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Commentaries Author

Damon Garcia (he/him) is a writer, video essayist, and public theologian
for a liberative Christianity. His work is inspired by liberation theology,
decolonial theory, and anti-capitalist politics as he helps people unsettle
and untangle the influence of Christian teachings developed to justify
colonization. He is the author of The God Who Riots:Taking Back the
Radical Jesus (Broadleaf Books, 2022). He lives in Santa Maria, California.
Follow Damon’s work on Twitter @whoisdamon and at damongarcia.
com.

Liturgy Author

M Kaiser (they/them) is co-director of enfleshed.They are passionate
about the ways spirituality and theology can both support and hinder the
labors of individual and collective freedom. Over the last decade, they
have had the pleasure of collaborating and working in spaces and
movements of shared longing and action such as Texas Freedom Network,
Faith in Harm Reduction, SUR], UmForward, Reconciling Ministries
Network, ONE Northside, and other collectives of organizers, religious
communities, and creators. In their spare time, they seek out creaturely
encounters and enjoy working with stained glass.

Editor

Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters.”

Copyright

A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use
these materials for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the
subscription and hinders the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing
capacities.

Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or ver-
bally when enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by __ ] should be
included in the attribution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using these resources.
Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.
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