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TEXTS

August 31, 2025

Jeremiah 2:4-13

Psalm 81:1, 10-16
Sirach 10:12-18
Proverbs 25:6-7

Psalm 112

Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
Luke 14:1,7-14

What links the texts this week?

The way of righteousness is not a business. Profit motives are not the way of flourishing. Liberation

is not a philanthropic endeavor, it’s mutual aid. Mutual aid is only mutual when class solidarity is the
priority. Mutual aid is only mutual when others can access the spaces that you can access. Mutual
affection doesn’t tally debts and collect interest. Mutual affection gives freely of care without an
expectation of repayment. Sharing with one another is more than offering a small token on occaision.
We should share not only materials but material conditions.To love and praise God is to know that
our flourishing must be shared.

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship

Siblings in Christ, let us gather in our full humanity

We remember and honor each other’s humanity
We remember and honor our own humanity

Yearning for love and connection

Vulnerable, resilient, creative, and carrying pain

Dreaming of rest and ease and belonging

Under systems of cruelty and unlivable paces
We reach for humanity, within and around us

Fully Human, Fully Divine - God incarnate, come and lead us.
Opening prayer

Spirit of Christ, you took on flesh like ours.You know the hunger pains felt across the globe.You
know the fear of being targeted by state violence.You know the comforts and the risks of building


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BOWF_myMzBEs0I5bp1SHYfXXeNrwfXoX6Op2scyzCaM/edit?usp=sharing
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community.When we struggle with how to manage our own humanity and that of our neighbors may we
turn to your knowing presence.And may all who incarnate love in its fullest humanity - complex and messy
as it is - guide our living, and guide our faith. Amen.

Invitation to offering

Everything we have can be shared in service to love or in service to domination. Everything we are can be
an extension of God or an extension of empire. Everything we dream can lead us deeper into community
or toward greater planetary destruction. Let us choose each other. Let us choose love and liberation. Let us
bring all we have together.

Prayer of dedication

Holy One - we acknowledge how vulnerable we are.We are shaped and influenced by so many forces,
some chosen, many not.At times, we lose ourselves.We choose ego or arrogance over connection and
humility.We live out of a fear of scarcity rather than a spirit of generosity.We get distracted by the voices
of empire.And still, we long to live in the direction of love. Imperfectly but earnestly, bless this offerings to
the flourishing of humanity. Amen.

Benediction

Be careful, beloveds, of anything that compromises on humanity:
Institutions or beliefs, strategies of change or powers that entice

God takes on flesh in our humanity, not despite it

In our full humanity, let us be changed by one another

In our full humanity, let us turn toward compassion and care

In our full humanity, let us protect our neighbors, targeted by the inhumane
God has made Sacred all flesh of the earth

Let us love and cherish it all

© 2025 enfleshed




AUgUSt 3 |, 2025 —

SERMON PREP

Questions:

*  What would it mean for your faith community to do what Christ describes in this parable? Which seats
would have to be emptied in order for those typically denied access to be invited?

* In what ways has visibility been helpful or harmful to your liberation work? How can you and your
community make your vision for a liberated future more accessible to the masses without virtue signaling?

* In what ways are you able to define reciprocity beyond capitalistic measures? How often do you open
yourself to receive sacred offerings from children, those denied wealth, those nearing their earthly
transition, those with cognitive differences, and others who are marginalized?

Application
This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Grey Oletsa (they/she).

Cosmic - God is not shy about reaching beyond those barriers we imagine prevent Them from relationship
with us.When we imagine that there are alternative ways to gain access, we might be engaging in modes of
relationship which inevitably guide us back to the truth that God is with us.VWhen Jesus talks about inviting
people who don’t typically enjoy access to our spaces of honor in a gesture of kinship, this is in recognition
that the barriers which separate us have been dictated by a supremacy culture which prioritizes hierarchies of
power over collaboration and relationship.When it comes to privilege, God is interested in subverting its uses
and shattering those ways we are forced to leverage it for access.

As people who lead congregations in a world where power is consolidated among the elite, it becomes
important to resist this urge as we support people and manage resources. In this chapter, Jesus calls into
question the ideology which prevents us from showing up in our humanity for the sake of others.An alluring
thought is that we will be able to raise the collective with us by gaining access.A challenge with this mindset
is that the culture of these spaces acts as a corrosive to the values that motivated our actions in the first
place. Many of us are not emotionally prepared or competent enough to perform the radical role required to
accomplish this aim without ultimately becoming complicit in the power imbalance.

Further solidifying the current power structure, we find ourselves in positions where we must perpetuate the
same power dynamic which has enabled our own oppression.We continue to hold a skewed view of identity
politics where liberation is reduced to pinkwashing and greenwashing. This dynamic is weaponized to make
people imagine that the power to enact change belongs to a select few and that even the ability to imagine new
futures is the responsibility of the same few.

For labor organizers like Black American, Chris Smalls, and Tunisian, Hatem Aouini, even being on the
world’s stage was not a deterrent to the violence of empire. In fact, it is brave of people from marginalized
communities to show up in such bold ways because these structures are always seeking us out in our
perceived spaces of safety. Many expected that, especially for Mr. Smalls, having been one of the most visible
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figures in organizing among workers at Amazon, there would be a far greater outcry from traditional media
outlets. Even as people recognize the importance of the role the two have played in the past, it is clear that
any allegiance we might feel with oppressive structures will be betrayed at the slightest sign of dissent.

God through Christ demonstrated that They are willing to collaborate and democratize power with the
people around them, especially the people who occupy the lowest tiers of the hierarchy of power that
continues working in the world today. If God is willing to do this, we can be encouraged that, in seeking
out the lowest seat at the banquet, we are in the perfect position to enact collective change in the spaces
where it is most felt and needed.

Structural - In the age of social media, attention or visibility, and what we could call comprehension,
are conflated.When Jesus invites us to take a lower seat, it reflects a recognition that we aren’t doing

the service we're engaged in for the sole purpose of being seen or virtue signalling.VWhen vying for
comprehension, the internet has opened up an unprecedented space where people can access community
beyond their physical and immediate social surroundings.While this has its benefits, one adverse effect it
has brought about is the opportunity for the state to grow its scope of surveillance, enlisting civilians as
agents in this undertaking.

The silence of the state, as well as some of the religious leaders of Jesus’ time, is not true silence.As

the time of his crucifixion draws near, conversations are happening everywhere around Jesus. It can

be deceptive to notice all the statements currently being made in condemnation of the actions of the
settler colony, Israel, and think that until now, true silence is what we and others have been experiencing.
Focusing on the “why is no one making noise about this?” of it all gets us to a point where we become
more concerned with policing others into not being silent as opposed to amplifying and supporting the
communities organizing around issues that affect us.

It is true that being vocal about injustice is a powerful way we begin to take action against it. It is also

true that sometimes we are vocal about injustices which require far more lengthy periods of organizing,
including periods where the conversations make fewer ripples. In Kenya, a majority of political mobilization
takes place on social media. This has exposed users to serious violence following state surveillance —those
who are deemed to be influential within the movement being abducted and tortured or illegally detained.
Week after week, a hashtag calling for the freedom of one person or another starts trending. Posters are
made, and finally, the court succumbs to public pressure, ordering the police to produce this person or
begin an investigation into their disappearance. Being vocal makes us visible and comprehended, for sure,
but at what cost? Arundhati Roy poignantly asked,

“If you’re an adivasi [tribal Indian] living in a forest village and 800 CRP [Central Reserve Police] come
and surround your village and start burning it, what are you supposed to do? Are you supposed to go
on hunger strike? Can the hungry go on a hunger strike? Non-violence is a piece of theatre.You need
an audience.What can you do when you have no audience? People have the right to resist annihilation.”
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Jesus accepted the invitation to the banquet where his every action was being examined and his words

met with silence. He uses these opportunities to further display his radical vision for the world. He has an
audience, and he knows the pressure of being surveilled. In this day and age, when we are met with similar
challenges, it is crucial to count the cost and to understand what kind of silence we’re experiencing or need
to employ.When we find ourselves with an audience or without, we have the right to strategize and find our
way to liberation.

Interpersonal - In a world where reciprocity was taken for granted, Jesus invited people to choose instead
relational structures where there could not be a debt to incur by inviting people who probably could not
reciprocate this invitation to participate in their life events. How does Jesus’ invitation translate for a society
like ours where people don’t readily practice reciprocity and entire systems are built on exploitation? How
do we love one another when our participation in one another’s lives is commodified when it is present
which it often is not?

Reciprocity is a value which can be interpreted in a number of ways. Many people think of reciprocity as a
one-to-one equivalency, but often this ideology is absent in many other areas. If we really considered how
much time and energy it costs us to show up at work, we'd probably be interested in better benefits as well
as compensation.VWe are more willing to scrutinize the reciprocity of the people who we could not imagine
living without than the ways our labor would be more fairly compensated by organizations which would
quickly hire another worker if that spot were vacant.

Perhaps interpersonal relationships provide more of a space for risk and conflict resolution than what feels
available in a conversation between employer and employee. Even in Jesus’ example, the ability of a disabled
person to reciprocate the invitation was based on a perceived level of access and ability. There could be other
forms of value and relationship that those most marginalized among us could participate in, but only for those
who were willing to deconstruct their idea of a valuable experience or even being repaid.

In Braiding Sweetgrass, Robin Wall Kimmerer says,“Action on behalf of life transforms. Because the relationship
between self and the world is reciprocal, it is not a question of first getting enlightened or saved and then
acting.As we work to heal the earth, the earth heals us.” Often, we wait on a different revelation to fully
affirm what we understand to be life-giving and transformational, yet the longer we wait, it is possible that we
are ignoring other forms of knowing which already affirm the deep understanding that our reciprocity need
not be measured in capitalistic terms.

| believe that interpersonal relationships can be a beautiful nursery for tender seedlings of exploration to
grow and bud before morphing into greater pastures where we practice setting roots down.Within these
relationships, we are invited to collaborate with curiosity about what actually matters to one another
and how our actions affect one another.What is meaningful to me may not be the same to someone else,
and generalizing these values is detrimental to developing a varied set of connections that affirm our own
diversity. Even the same conviction shared between two people can be expressed in a variety of forms.

It is important that we extend ourselves beyond the kinship that is to be shared in an afterlife and attend
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to the crucial connections and perspective shifts that are asking to happen today. There are moments
where we don’t seek “repayment” because we have made assumptions of another person’s value. Can we
be brave enough to invite the people around us into deeper community, being vulnerable enough to see

them participate in our lives in unanticipated ways, surprising us into even deeper experiences of love and
belonging?

Words for inspiration

Consider the workings and spirituality of the gift economy. How can you infuse more of this into your life?

Sources

https:/lwww.theguardian.com/books/20 [ | /jun/05/arundhati-roy-keep-destabilised-danger
Braiding Sweetgrass by Robin Wall Kimmerer

Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Why Climate Activists Are Slashing |P Morgan’s Electricity Cables

BBC witnesses Israeli settlers’ attack on Palestinian farm in West Bank

The Real Reason Millennials Are Screwed

€

‘Lobos del Desierto’: asi operan los mercenarios colombianos en Sudan

The UAFE’s Subimperialism in Sudan

[enfleshe]d doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought
partners
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https://www.masterclass.com/articles/gift-economy
https://novaramedia.com/2025/08/18/why-climate-activists-are-slashing-jp-morgans-electricity-cables/
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https://novaramedia.com/2025/08/03/the-real-reason-millennials-are-screwed/
https://www.lasillavacia.com/silla-nacional/lobos-del-desierto-asi-operan-los-mercenarios-colombianos-en-sudan/
https://spectrejournal.com/uaes-subimperialism-in-sudan/

Commentaries Author

Liturgy Author

Editor

“Hailing from Nairobi, Kenya, Gracia Oletsa is a living work of art, or
perhaps, at work in living art. Embracing the principles of creativity as
work-in-progress and innovation as failing forward, Grey (they/she) uses
writing as a primary form of connection and world-building. Writing is a
North Star guiding them into community organizing and artist peer
support. Through their work as a labor support specialist, they facilitate
spaces where birth can be a site of liberative collaboration between body,
mind, spirit, and environment. Grey is part mysterious cryptid, so feel free
to catch them outside if you dare; she loves laughter, food you can eat
with your fingers, and purchasing art supplies that will taunt her until
they’re put to good use.

Rev. Molly Bolton (she/they) is a spiritual director, hospital chaplain, and
poet who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina with her
partner and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool for liberative
spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community settings.

Molly holds a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of Divinity and
a Diploma in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San Francisco Theological
Seminary. She was trained as a chaplain at Cleveland Clinic and is
ordained in the United Church of Christ.

Hikes with stream crossings, feminist romance novels, and porch-sits with
beloveds are a few of their favorite things. Find them at revmollybolton.
com and on insta @mijbolton.

Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters”.

Copyright

A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use these materi-

als for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the subscription and hinders

the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing capacities.

Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or verbally when

enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by | should be included in the attri-

bution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using these resources.

Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.
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