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TEXTS

September 7,  2025

Jeremiah 18:1-11
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Psalm 1
Philemon 1:1-21
Luke 14:25-33

What links the texts this week? 

The way of love is the way of life. Destruction is not because of who God loves less or has aban-
doned. Destruction comes by way of having forfeited the way of life and flourishing. What if God is 
not an individual in the way They are written? What if God is a system that responds poorly to hate 
and disregard for life? What if it isn’t punishment but outcome? It can be very easy to confuse the two 
when evading accountability. We serve the God of accountability. Accountability that turns from wicked 
ways. Accountability that welcomes formerly enslaved as kin. Accountability that leaves possessions and 
familial securities to act in full solidarity. 

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship 

As people of faith, we are called to be mindful
To be intentional with our lives
To be aware of all we have and need
To be awake to the world

As people of faith, we are equipped to take actions
To align behavior and values
To root deeply in integrity
To bear brave risks together

Let us worship and grow in faith and love

Opening prayer

Spirit of Disruption, come and make us bold with love like yours! When evil comes to recruit us, we pray 
for the strength and wisdom to refuse. Though we may tremble at times, make us a community of non-
compliance with state-sanctioned violence. A community committed to unwavering love and protection. A 
community in pursuit of your kindom. We know you are close. Amen.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BOWF_myMzBEs0I5bp1SHYfXXeNrwfXoX6Op2scyzCaM/edit?usp=sharing
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Invitation to Offering

Through baptism, we allow the waters to redefine who is family. We recognize each other as kin. We 
disavow loyalties that turn us on our neighbor. Assured that we belong to God and each other, let us bring 
together what we have.

Prayer of dedication

Holy One, we are all entangled in the grips of capitalism, the cruelty of exploitation, the exhaustion of 
production. We dedicate these offerings to the work of deliverance for all people, out from under suffering. 
Out from under oppression. Out from under scarcity and struggle. May we play our part in making it so, 
that all your people may be at ease. Amen.

Benediction

Beloveds, let us go from here in confidence!
Confident in all the power God has given us
To practice our agency, even under threat
To be creative and adaptive in response to struggle
To care deeply and actively for our neighbors, near and far
Confident in God’s companioning presence,
go in peace and courage. 

SERMON PREP

Questions:

• In what ways has your spiritual community embraced noncompliance? How can you foster a culture of
dissent and noncompliance with imperial enterprise?

• What instituations - whether family, professional, academic, etc. - may you need to distnace yourself
from? How can your spiritual community be a space that removed barriers for folks who have to leave
certain institutions and relationships behind?

• Who needs to take up more space in your community? Who has taken up too much space?
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Application

This week’s sermon commentaries and the liturgical benediction are written by Nichola Torbett (she/her). 

Cosmic - “Everyone has their cross to bear.”

It’s one of American Christendom’s favorite euphemistic, pseudo-reassuring maxims, usually uttered with a 
performative sigh of regret by someone who is not actually bearing said cross. The message to this person’s 
conversation partner is that their suffering, while regrettable, is unavoidable—just part of that person’s walk 
with Jesus.

Feminist and womanist theologians like Rebecca Ann Parker, Rita Nakashima Brock, Dolores Williams, and 
JoAnne Marie Terrell have exposed the ways that a theology of redemptive suffering—often relying heavily on 
notions of discipleship drawn from this passage—have encouraged women, and women of color especially, to 
identify with Christ through their suffering under exploitation backed by oppressive systems, as if Jesus here is 
advising his followers to passively endure mistreatment in order to achieve some kind of reward in heaven.

In fact, I think Jesus is doing pretty much the exact opposite.

This week’s gospel passage is treated as prescriptive, as if Jesus is counseling his followers into what they must 
do to make the cut as his disciples: hate your family, renounce your life, pick up your cross, follow, and don’t 
forget to count the cost. However, the verbs in those first few verses—the part where Jesus is presumed to 
be issuing commands—are not imperative but descriptive. In other words, Jesus isn’t telling his disciples to do 
something so much as warning them of how it is and will be for them if they engage in the ministry he is set-
ting in motion.

Jesus is describing what will happen to his followers if they go around doing what he is doing—claiming whole-
ness for every outcast person, protecting the vulnerable, calling for the release of captives, critiquing wealth, 
teaching a liberating history and a liberated future, and questioning every law that contributes to human suf-
fering. His message is not to accommodate to oppressive conditions—not for a moment!— but to remember 
one’s own agency, to tell the truth, welcome the stranger, help people get needed healthcare, prevent incarcer-
ation and detention, and call for reparations and redistribution of wealth even as those things are criminalized 
under an oppressive regime. Even as they put followers at risk for state-sponsored punishment.

Jesus is building a movement of noncooperation with Rome and those who accommodate it. 

What are the examples of noncooperation that you find most inspiring in this moment? You might mention the 
federal workers who refused to send the weekly “five things you accomplished this week” emails demanded 
by DOGE (which, by the way, eventually led even Trump appointee Kash Patel, director of the FBI, to declare 
that his agency would not comply, creating a significant crack in the pillars supporting the Trump regime). You 
could also mention USDA Inspector General Phyllis Fong’s refusal of her firing by the Trump administration, or 
the Resistance Rangers, a group of more than 1000 national park rangers who are preserving all the language 
that the Trump administration is removing from national monuments and park websites. There are also many, 
many people who are watching for and interrupting ICE raids (find examples here and here). Others are quietly 
amassing quantities of hormones that will be redistributed to those unable to get gender-affirming care. Still 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QoEbZwcL4xI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sc5Bp4O5x6s
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others are helping people travel across state lines to get criminalized reproductive care. 

Whether or not participants in these actions identify as Christian disciples, they are following in the non-
compliant way of the historical Jesus.

Of course, it’s crucial, when preaching noncooperation, to recognize that not all of your congregants are at 
the same risk, should they assume such stances. Discipleship of this kind is not an individual, heroic endeav-
or. Jesus is speaking to a collective operating via communities of solidarity so that the most vulnerable will 
be protected. In fact, that is one way to interpret the two tiny parables about counting the cost. Who is 
best positioned for which roles in a campaign of noncompliance? Because this is not about passive suffering 
but about active claiming of our agency under repression.

For more on noncompliance and noncooperation:

Freedom Trainers Noncooperation Library: https://freedomtrainers.net/noncooperation-library/

One Million Rising training recording: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4496VWDjwS0 

Structural - This passage must certainly set the “family-values” folks’ teeth on edge, what with its talk of
hating “father and mother, brothers and sisters, wife and children.” It also deeply challenges JD Vance’s Jan-
uary 29 anti-immigrant assertion that one should love family first, then community, then country, and only 
after that, people born elsewhere.

The Catholic doctrine Vance called upon in his statement is called the “ordo amoris,” or “ordo caritatis.” 
First articulated by Augustine and later elaborated by Thomas Aquinas, this concept is not biblical in origin 
but was created later by church officials. It is meant to account for the more immediate obligations one has 
to those closest by—often members of one’s family. Father Pius Pietrzyk, a canon lawyer within the Cath-
olic Church, cautions that the doctrine—even if one accepts it—must be a) rooted in a love of God who 
loves all people, and b) tempered by consideration of whose need is greater in any given moment.

As Jesuit Father James Martin, quoted in an article by Jonah McKeown, points out, Vance’s application of the 
doctrine blatantly ignores key parts of the gospels, including the parable of the Good Samaritan, the whole 
point of which is that everyone is our neighbor. It also ignores passages like this week’s, where Jesus is criti-
cal of those who prioritize family over the more acute needs of others.

But how are we to understand Jesus’ shocking words about family in this passage? This passage is perhaps 
best understood by unpacking the role of the family within a larger, and potentially oppressive, social order. 
The family is often where one first learns how to play one’s part in a given culture. From advice to make 
eye contact with and nod along to one’s teacher (an early authority figure), or to avoid talk of “politics and 
religion” at the dinner table, to the terrible burden of explaining to Black children how to interact with 
police, parents often end up teaching children how to stay safe and maximize success within the society as 
it is. This teaching often repeats advice the parents themselves received from their own parents.

This was true in Jesus’ time as well. In first-century Palestine, one’s bloodline dictated everything about 
one’s place in the society--your status, your wealth, your work, your identity, your community of equals, 

https://freedomtrainers.net/noncooperation-library/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4496VWDjwS0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DrqufuL6eD8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DrqufuL6eD8
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your degree of honor or shame. It designated where you fit into the oppressive systems of the Roman em-
pire.

Jesus is pointing out that disciples may need to break with that bloodline and all the expectations it places 
on them in order to love and serve the people.

Many of us—for example, those of us who are queer or trans—know that sometimes we need to get some 
distance from our families of origin in order to break with the social expectations those families place on us 
to conform to restrictive gender and relationship norms.

This is complicated, though. Not everyone can afford to break away from their families. Some of us have 
parents who might not survive if we do not send support back home, or provide it with our caretaking 
presence. Lisa “Tiny” Gray Garcia, who identifies as a “poverty skola,” frequently critiques the tendency of 
white, middle-class, settler-descended young adults to move away from their families in order to “self-actu-
alize.” She points out how many movies celebrate young, often first-generation, teenagers for breaking away 
from their “codependent” migrant families in order to go to college, a move Tiny likens to assimilation into 
whiteness. Somewhat tongue-in-cheek, she attributes this encouragement to the profit motive of corpora-
tions that sell silverware: “Now you have to buy a whole new set of forks for your new, independent house-
hold.” Tiny’s teaching emerges out of her own experience scrambling alongside her single mother as the two 
navigated houselessness; she often speaks about her obligation to stay in solidarity with the mother who 
worked so hard to keep them both safe despite so many obstacles.

The Greek verb Jesus uses for hate, miséō, means less to “have antipathy toward” and more so to “esteem 
less.”  Jesus is not calling for people to move away from family, necessarily, but to be willing to “esteem less” 
the prestige, power, social standing, and socially accommodating teaching one receives from family. The goal is 
to become available to love in ways that risk losses and persecution. Hard teaching, still.

Interpersonal - In Binding the Strong Man, Ched Myers reminds readers that crucifixion was reserved as
punishment for very particular crimes. Those who were crucified were typically either people escaped from 
enslavement or enemies of the state.In other words, the crucified were those who refuse to accept the 
status quo and the position assigned to them within it.

This Sunday might be a good time to ask your community how this text calls them to reject their role in 
unjust systems and social hierarchies.

For many of us, that will mean refusing to accept the projections put on us by a white supremacist, heter-
onormative, ableist, fat phobic, ageist culture. It means giving ourselves full permission to take up space, to 
have needs and desires, and to ask for what we need and want without shame. Sonya Renee Taylor and adri-
enne maree brown call this “radical permission.” It will mean knowing our own value, our “place in the family 
of things,” to borrow Mary Oliver’s famous words. And it will mean reflecting back to each other just how 
precious, vital, and irreplaceable we each are.

You might ask folks, “What have you been told about people who look like you? Whose bodies or minds 
function the way yours does? (How have you been masking?) What have you been told is or isn’t possible for 
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people your age, and do you believe it? How are you resisting these lies?”

For some of us, following Jesus will mean breaking rank with supremacy systems that grant us benefits, or 
as some of us call them, “consolation prizes” for the loss of mutual relationship with our kin. It might mean 
becoming white race traitors and accomplices in the destruction of white supremacy by naming racism 
when you see it, insisting on changed policies, transformed culture, and greater organizational or institu-
tional humility. It might mean refusing to book venues that are not accessible to people with disabilities.. 
It might mean marching and rallying and locking one’s self to doorways to protest unjust policies. It might 
mean redistributing a substantial portion of our assets, even if our families object. 

How have you learned to comply? Have you been taught that you can stay safe by going along, being nice 
and agreeable? How are you actively unlearning that teaching in your own body? 

Is your faith community helpful in that regard, or are we unwittingly replicating the kind of people-pleasing 
and agreeableness that Jesus cautions against? Are there ways that you feel you have to mask when you are 
here?

Words for inspiration:

“People get used to anything. The less you think about your oppression, the more your tol-
erance for it grows. After a while, people just think oppression is the normal state of things. 
But to become free, you have to be acutely aware of being a slave.” - Assata Shakur

Sources 
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Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Spain’s Far-Right Problem

European postal services suspend shipment of packages to U.S. over import tariffs

Judge Rules Ohio’s Voucher System Unconstitutional

Florida judge orders closure of ‘Alligator Alcatraz’ detention centre

How ‘Defending African Values’ Masks a New Colonization

[enfleshed doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought partners]

Commentaries Author 

Nichola Torbett is a spiritual seeker, recovering addict, gospel preacher, 
podcaster, writer, resistance fomenter, dog-walker, nonviolent direct action 
trainer, and abolitionist. Driven by her passion for both spiritual formation 
and social change, she co-founded Seminary of the Street, a training 
academy for love warriors, in 2009 and Second Acts, a liturgical direct 
action affinity group, in 2014. She is co-editor of RESPISCENCE: A 
LENTEN DEVOTIONAL FOR DISMANTLING WHITE SUPREMACY and 
a contributor to THE WORD IS RESISTANCE, a podcast from SURJ-Faith, 
as well as to a number of radical discipleship publications. She currently 
serves as associate director of Kirkridge Retreat and Study Center, a 
wilderness school for unlearning the ways of empire and a test plot for 
growing the just and decolonized world we dream of.

Liturgy Author 

M Kaiser (they/them) is co-director of enfleshed. They are passionate 
about the ways spirituality and theology can both support and hinder the 
labors of individual and collective freedom. Over the last decade, they 
have had the pleasure of collaborating and working in spaces and 
movements of shared longing and action such as Texas Freedom Network, 
Faith in Harm Reduction, SURJ, UmForward, Reconciling Ministries 
Network, ONE Northside, and other collectives of organizers, religious 
communities, and creators. In their spare time, they seek out creaturely 
encounters and enjoy working with stained glass.

https://tribunemag.co.uk/2025/08/spains-far-right-problem
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/national-international/european-postal-services-suspend-shipment-packages-to-us-import-tariffs/6374532/?_osource=SocialFlowTwt_NYBrand
https://prospect.org/education/2025-08-22-judge-rules-ohios-voucher-system-unconstitutional/
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/florida-judge-orders-closure-notorious-alligator-alcatraz-facility
https://rpublc.com/august-september-2025/african-values-new-colonization/?mc_cid=61eddac962&mc_eid=9879a84dce
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Editor

Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters”. 

Copyright 

A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use these 

materials for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the subscription and 

hinders the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing capacities.  

Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or verbally 

when enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by ____] should be included in 

the attribution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using these resources. 

Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.


