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Jeremiah 8:18-9:1
Psalm 79:1-9
Amos 8:4-7
Psalm 113
1 Timothy 2:1-7
Luke 16:1-13

What links the texts this week? 

The scriptures our preoccupied with the condition of the poor and exploited. God is on the side of the 
oppressed. Every transaction is spiritual. No ransom should be paid in blood. We are only as close to God 
as the economy we are faithful to will allow us to be. We are only as close to God as the economy we are 
faithful to will allow us to be. We let money separate us from our Mothers and Sisters. We let money sep-
arate us from life and love. Money is paper power. Righteousness is people power. Mismanage the owner’s 
dishonest wealth. Cancel debts that are legally owed. We are only as close to God as the economy we are 
faithful to will allow us to be.

© 2025 enfleshed 

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to Worship 

Come and be in awe at the altar of life
Come and find your place in the whole of things
Come and join your kin at the table of god

We seek paths of flourishing, for us and for all
For the planet and for the people
For the children of the future
For the saints of the past
God turns us from what deadens and destroys

The Spirit of Life is here! Let us open our hearts.

Opening prayer

Transformative One, come and help us. Our planet is held captive by the greed of the powerful. Plans of 
production and consumption rule over your people. But we know it doesn’t have to be this way. Plant in us 
the seeds of change, that we may together, blossom in altogether different directions. Amen.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BOWF_myMzBEs0I5bp1SHYfXXeNrwfXoX6Op2scyzCaM/edit?usp=sharing
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Invitation to offering

Beloveds, day after day the empire sells us its lies about what satisfies. But we know - in our heart of hearts 
- what brings joy, what brings life, what brings connection with others. In defiance of greed, let us share 
what we have with each other. 

Prayer of dedication

God of Redemption, may your Spirit bring a revolution of relationship, a revolution of priorities, a 
revolution of heart. Turn our world upside down with generative transformation! Free us all from the 
snares of evil that justify a world of wealth and poverty. Through your grace, help us make it so. Amen.

Benediction

Sometimes the gospel is startlingly clear:
We cannot love what exploits our neighbors
and love God at the same time.
We cannot love what is killing life on the planet
and love God at the same time. 
We go in grace,
seeking the treasures of heaven,
and the truth that sets us free. 

SERMON PREP

Questions:

•	 How does your denomination support your community’s pursuit of “true riches”? Between “dishonest 
wealth” and “true riches” which occupies more of your collective attention?

•	 How do you respond to the capitalist in your mind? How do you compassionately engage real-life cap-
italists in conversations when their commitments to a violent system surface? What spiritual formation 
could help unravel commitments to capitalism?

•	 What of yours could you more readily share with others in need? What about your faith community’s 
resources? 

September 21,  2025

© 2025 enfleshed 



September 21,  2025

© 2025 enfleshed 

Application

This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Damon Garcia (he/him). 

Cosmic - When Jesus talked about “dishonest wealth”, he didn’t compare it with “honest wealth,” but with 
“true riches”, which isn’t monetary. From Jesus’ perspective, all wealth is dishonest because all wealth is stolen. 
The phrase Jesus used was a common phrase in Jewish literature, also found in Enoch 63:10 (“Now they shall 
say unto themselves: ‘Our souls are full of unrighteous gain, but it does not prevent us from descending from 
the midst thereof into the burden of Sheol.’”) and Sirach 5:8 (“Do not rely on dishonest wealth, for it will not 
benefit you on the day of calamity.”)

The early church fathers shared this radical vision of wealth. In St. Jerome’s commentary on this parable he said, 
“It is not for no reason that the Gospel refers to the earthly riches of wealth as unjust, because they have no 
source other than the injustice of men, and one cannot gain unless someone else loses. So I consider the axiom 
to be true, that those with much property are either swindlers, or the heirs of swindlers.”1 In the same spirit St. 
Ambrose wrote,

“Not from your own do you bestow upon the poor man, but you make return from what is his. For what 
has been given as common for the use of all, you appropriate to yourself alone. The earth belongs to all, 
not to the rich; but fewer are they who do not use what belongs to all than those who do. Therefore you 
are paying a debt, you are not bestowing what is not due.”2

Under the domination of the private property system, the poor are indebted to the wealthy, but from God’s 
perspective it’s the wealthy who are indebted to the poor. Jesus invites people to prepare for the new world 
where justice is restored to those who have had it stolen from them.

In the next Luke parable Jesus tells, God condemns the rich man for living in abundance while his poor 
neighbor Lazarus starved to death. What connects these two parables is an insight into the economy of God, 
a cosmic truth which is the opposite of the economy of Rome, and the capitalist empires we face today. The 
economy of God is the economy of the earth–how it was meant to be. The earth is a gift from God to all who 
inhabit it, given to us to share with each other. So when we give to the poor we give them justice because 
we’re returning to them what was stolen by those who hoard the earth’s resources through private ownership.

Jesus says, “If, then, you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true 
riches?” The existence of money itself is the result of private ownership of resources, so all of our monetary 
transactions are actions of being faithful, or unfaithful with “dishonest wealth.” For Jesus, what we do with our 
money signifies the god we serve. Do we serve God or mammon? The answer to that question has nothing to 
do with our theology, worship, or church attendance. It’s all about whether we use our money to make friends 
with each other, or to rule over each other. On a systemic level, Mammon is the triumphant god of our current 

1	 Jerome, Letter 120, trans. James Snapp Jr., 2009, https://www.tertullian.org/fathers/jerome_hedibia_2_trans.htm.
2	 Martin R. P. McGuire, S. Ambrosii De Nabuthe Jezraelita: A Commentary with an Introduction and Translation (Washington, 
D.C.: Catholic University of America Press, 1927), 83.
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capitalist society. Faithfulness to God requires our resistance to Mammon in every area of our lives.

Structural - The 1976 book, The Gospel in Solentiname documents conversations between a group of 
peasants in a Bible study, led by liberation theologian Ernesto Cardenal in Solentiname, Nicaragua during 
the Somoza dictatorship. The day that they discussed this parable in Luke 16 a group of capitalists visited 
with a group of friends, which led to a lively debate.3

The regular members of the Bible study discussed the meaning of the parable, appreciating the parable’s 
relatable insight that “rich people’s money is stolen money and that stolen money they ought to give to the 
poor.” A man named Oscar commended the manager character’s cleverness: “Notice that guy did a good 
thing there: he turned thief on his master but he earned the friendship of other people.” But the people 
from the capitalist group were unconvinced of the manager’s cleverness. One of them said he would have 
been even more clever if he hadn’t mismanaged the money in the first place. Another said if he was stealing 
money then he would have been even more clever if he had saved up that stolen money so he wouldn’t 
worry when he was fired.

Another visitor in attendance that day was a young Costa Rican communist named Dionisio, who was a 
friend of the group. Dionisio gave his insight to the parable, arguing that both the manager and the rich man 
in the story were only managers of the money, since their money was stolen from the people who worked 
for it. Dionisio explained,

“But the owner of the wealth is God, or the people, which is the same thing, but not the rich. And the 
meaning of the parable, it seems to me, is that the rich mustn’t be fools, that the day is coming, and 
soon, when they’ll be stripped, and they’d better be a willing part of the action. It’s an invitation to the 
rich to be revolutionaries.”

One of the ladies with the capitalist group, uncomfortable with the revolutionary conversation, responded, 
“So according to this there’s nothing that belongs to others; everything belongs to everyone, and you have 
to distribute it all, whether you like it or not?”

Cardenal’s cousin responded, “That would take away liberty, which is an essential value for Christianity. God 
has created us free; we can be sinners if we wish, and he will not oblige us by force to be good. And if the 
rich are obliged by force to distribute their riches, their action would have no merit.”

This debate gets at the heart of the parable in a more authentic way than many Biblical scholars are capable 
of because there was probably a similar debate among Jesus’ followers when he told the parable. Both 
Jesus’ followers and the Solentiname Bible study were able to hear the parable from the context of living in 
poverty under an oppressive government. Both groups understood that God’s vision for the world required 
a radical transformation of the economic system and all its social inequities. 

3	 Ernesto Cardenal, The Gospel in Solentiname. Translated by Donald D. Walsh. (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1976.)
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Something that caught my attention while reading the Solentiname group’s conversation was a small casual 
phrase they kept using in their revolutionary interpretation of the gospel: “which is the same thing”, or “que 
es lo mismo” in the original Spanish. Dionisio had confidently said, “the owner of the wealth is God, or the 
people, which is the same thing.” When Cardenal explained what Jesus meant by “wicked wealth” he said, 
“That’s why Jesus, the two times he mentions wealth here, calls it ‘wicked’ (in other translations it’s called 
‘unjust,’ ‘cursed,’ ‘sinful,’ which is the same thing).” Later, Dionisio explained, “God created the world (or else 
the revolution did it, which is the same thing) for everybody. With plants, animals, birds, fish, and all natural 
resources, for all people.” As Cardenal wrapped up the Bible study he preached, “The love that they devote to 
money, we must devote to God (or other people, which is the same thing), because as it says in the following 
verse: You cannot serve two masters, God and money.”

Same thing. Lo mismo.

The stark difference between the Bible reading peasants and the Bible reading capitalists in that meeting that 
day is that the peasants were able to understand that serving God and serving people are the same thing. To 
love God is to love people. Today’s Bible reading capitalists, who use their faith to justify exploitation, make 
the same mistake. They treat the teachings of Jesus as a fairy tale that shouldn’t be taken seriously–while 
ironically criticizing atheists who claim Jesus and the Bible are just fairy tales that shouldn’t be taken seriously. 
To take Jesus seriously today is to take seriously the struggle for a radical redistribution of wealth and 
resources. In our context that looks like a struggle against capitalism and private property. Preparing for the 
kin-dom of God and preparing for a post-capitalist society is the same thing.

Personal - So what are these true riches that Jesus preached about? The true riches are a future promise 
in the same way that the kin-dom of God that Jesus preached about was a future promise. And yet, the kin-
dom of God and its true riches are something that Jesus called people to embody in the present moment. 
The “kin-dom” of God is a Latina feminist reframing of the “kingdom” of God, described by Cuban American 
theologian Ada Maria Isasi-Díaz as “a coming together of peoples, with no one being excluded and at the 
expense of no one.”4 And this parable reflects the community-centered vision of the kin-dom of God, where 
everyone shares resources together in a radically egalitarian economy.

Our spiritual communities have the potential of reflecting what future communities can look like in the 
liberated world that Jesus envisioned. We catch small glimpses of the true riches of the kin-dom of God 
whenever we give and receive what we need without monetary transactions.

We tap into the divine flow of true riches in all the ways we embody God in the world and bring heaven 
to earth. There are big ways we tap into divine riches, like through divestment actions. In 2024 The United 
Methodist Church became the first Christian denomination to divest from Israeli bonds, so that they may no 

4	 Ada María Isasi-Díaz, Mujerista Theology (New York: Orbis Books, 1996), 65-66.
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longer be complicit in Israel’s genocide of Palestinians.5 They also divested from Turkey and Morocco, and 
plan to continue expanding divestment from other countries maintaining prolonged military occupations. 
This is part of what it looks like to attempt to be “faithful with dishonest wealth,” as Jesus commanded.

There are also small ways we tap into true riches, like making meals for each other, donating to mutual aid 
requests, and finding ways to do things for each other. I’m reminded of my lifelong friend David, who passed 
away last week, who was a local legend in my city of Santa Maria, California, simply because of how helpful 
he was to everyone. He was a fourth grade teacher, a youth group volunteer, a photographer, a magician, 
and a mentor for so many people. Several times throughout my life I was able to ask him for help and it was 
always an easy ask. In our increasingly individualistic society it can be hard to ask for help because we don’t 
want to feel like a burden, but then there are some people that make it a lot easier because of their clear 
compassion. My friends and I who are grieving David’s passing now seek to follow his example of clear and 
evident compassion. That clear, wide-open compassion is where true riches are found.

We need alternative communities that stand out from competitive mammon-worshipping communities, 
where we help each other without requiring anything in return. People are wondering who they can turn to 
in an increasingly alienating world, and we have the opportunity to be the community they need.

Words for inspiration:

Check out this video about shared value businesses while considering potential advantages and limitations 
of blending profit and “true riches”

5	 https://religionnews.com/2025/08/18/united-methodist-church-leads-global-church-in-divestment-from-bonds-of-isra-
el-other-occupier-governments/
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Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Republicans in Congress are eager for Trump to expand his use of the military on US soil

Expert: Aging lawmakers threaten stable majorities in Congress

Blackout in parts of Benin enters two weeks

More than meets the smile: Iran–Pakistan’s strategic chessboard

Israeli Security Cabinet approves plan to take control of Gaza City: Prime Minister’s Office

[enfleshed doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought 
partners]

Commentaries Author

Damon Garcia (he/him) is a writer, video essayist, and public theologian 
for a liberative Christianity. His work is inspired by liberation theology, 
decolonial theory, and anti-capitalist politics as he helps people unsettle 
and untangle the influence of Christian teachings developed to justify 
colonization. He is the author of The God Who Riots: Taking Back the 
Radical Jesus (Broadleaf Books, 2022). He lives in Santa Maria, California. 
Follow Damon’s work on Twitter @whoisdamon and at damongarcia.
com.

Liturgy Author
M Kaiser (they/them) is co-director of enfleshed. They are passionate 
about the ways spirituality and theology can both support and hinder the 
labors of individual and collective freedom. Over the last decade, they 
have had the pleasure of collaborating and working in spaces and 
movements of shared longing and action such as Texas Freedom Network, 
Faith in Harm Reduction, SURJ, UmForward, Reconciling Ministries 
Network, ONE Northside, and other collectives of organizers, religious 
communities, and creators. In their spare time, they seek out creaturely 
encounters and enjoy working with stained glass.
 

https://apnews.com/article/trump-military-national-guard-congress-9010e7f1111b1ece534e3525b6f76638
https://app.publicnewsservice.org/story/expert-aging-lawmakers-threaten-stable-majorities-in-congress/8e2bb1f7-39d3-46bc-bea1-7cb3c09dc8cc?
https://thenationonlineng.net/blackout-in-parts-of-benin-enters-two-weeks/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20250808-more-than-meets-the-smile-iran-pakistans-strategic-chessboard/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20250808-israeli-security-cabinet-approves-plan-to-take-control-of-gaza-city-prime-ministers-office/
https://www.publicnewsservice.org/2025-04-07/hunger-food-nutrition/food-insecure-ar-families-could-suffer-because-of-federal-cuts/a96150-1
https://www.broadleafbooks.com/store/product/9781506480374/The-God-Who-Riots
https://www.broadleafbooks.com/store/product/9781506480374/The-God-Who-Riots
http://www.damongarcia.com/
http://www.damongarcia.com/
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Editor 
 
Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters.”

Copyright 
 
A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use 
these materials for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the 
subscription and hinders the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing 
capacities.  
Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or 
verbally when enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by ____] 
should be included in the attribution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using 
these resources. 
Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.


