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Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15
Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16
Amos 6:1a, 4-7
Psalm 146
1 Timothy 6:6-19
Luke 16:19-31

What links the texts this week?

Our faith calls us to think long and hard about what really satisfies us. It can feel easy to chase after the 
power, wealth, and securities that feel so attainable in the imperial core. We know our iphones are made 
with the blood of Congolese children. We know that our garments are assembled by modern-day slaves. 
God forgive us for losing the way of righteousness. The text reminds us that God does not meet us in 
financial security or property deeds. God was closest to us before we had a dime to our name. When we 
were naked, screaming, and covered with an amniotic film, She quiteted our distress. This life is priceless.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship 

In the presence of God, let us consider
What makes a life abundant?
What stands in the way of satisfaction?
What truly pleases the heart?

We question the stories we are sold by empire
We consider the values we hold dear
Seeking the guidance of God’s love for all life
We open to the possibility of change

Trusting God and each other, let us grow in faith

Opening prayer

Holy One, remind us again what you wish for us. We are bombarded with empire’s messages about who we 
should be, what we should care about, or what we could become if only we made enough money or gained 
enough power. Come and tell us other stories that leave us less tired. More connected. Perceiving the 
world altogether differently. Whisper your dreams over our lives, that we may find our way individually and 
together. Amen. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BOWF_myMzBEs0I5bp1SHYfXXeNrwfXoX6Op2scyzCaM/edit?usp=sharing
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Invitation to offering

We dream of a time where no basic need goes unmet. From housing to food to clean water to community 
- we long to be a part of rearranging the priorities of the world. Bringing our offerings together, let us turn 
toward God for help. 

Prayer of dedication

Gracious Redeemer, generation after generation is deceived into believing that riches will fill the unsatisfied 
places within. Help us break these cycles, O God! We see greed going to war. Greed building more 
detention centers. Greed tearing the earth’s flesh. Greed polluting the air and water in Black and poor 
communities. In service to the deliverance of us all, we offer you our gifts. Amen. 

Benediction

Beloveds, there is life to live 
Life to live abundantly:
Abundant in connection
Abundant in awe
Abundant in meaning
Abundant in humanity, 
precious to protect.
Resisting all that deadens and destroys,
let us go and live!

SERMON PREP

Questions:
•	 What does thinking of the Pauline letters as group chats mean for how you see the scripture’s authority? Is your 

faith tradition comfortable with secularizing the text in this way while still affirming its use for sacred practice?

•	 What is your community’s moral and spiritual response to governments displaying a clear love of money? How 

can we counter the evils that result through our spiritual practice?

•	 How can gratitude transform your experience of seeking righteousness in the sense that this scripture offers? 

How can you strengthen your communal spiritual practice around gratitude and contentment?
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Application

This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Min. Candace Simpson (she/her). 

Cosmic -The letters, on the whole, were written before the gospels. While there are friendly scholarly 
debates about the authorship of 1 and 2 Timothy, we still have some consensus that these letters were written 
before the gospels. Ann Naffziger, a scripture instructor and spiritual director in the San Francisco Bay area 
writes, 

“The early Christians were slow in writing down the stories of Jesus’ life because they believed that Jesus 
would be returning soon, so they saw no need to write the Gospels. It was no accident then, that Paul’s 
letters — which addressed immediate, pressing problems or controversies — turned out to be the first 
Christian writings we have.”

Letters are snapshots in history. In a Bible study at Concord Baptist Church of Christ in Brooklyn, New York, 
Rev. Dr. Gary V. Simpson argued that the earliest written records in the New Testament are letters, which 
means people were rehearsing the narrative of Christ in an oral-tradition manner. The letters are evidence 
of some kind of relationship. The letters have clear audiences. Writers were directing their messages to the 
people at specific churches. Before the story is recorded in a written form, the story is rehearsed through 
relationships. Letters, conversations, dinners, jokes, songs, and rituals are all practiced between people. 

When we read any letter, especially this letter, we must remember that these are messages meant for a specific 
group of people at a specific time. These people likely had no inkling that their group chats would become the 
foundation of one of the most dominating religions of the planet. If we are generous, we may wonder if these 
people would have phrased things more precisely if they knew billions of people would interact with those 
words. 

When you write a text or get ready to write a post on social media, are you prepared for it to be read by 
someone else? Words and images that we think are temporary find themselves living eternally. They can 
become sacred and even holy.

But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness. 

These words are encouraging. We can imagine the intended audience of these words may have been inspired to 
endure challenges and temptations, at least for a brief moment. We consider these words inspired by God, and 
they can feel like they are until…

 Let a woman learn in silence with full submission. I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a 
man; she is to keep silent. For Adam was formed first, then Eve, and Adam was not deceived, but the woman was 
deceived and became a transgressor. Yet she will be saved through childbearing, provided they continue in faith and 
love and holiness, with self-control.

These words are found in the same letter.  Are these also God-inspired? As much as we might try to unpack 
or review these words for contextualized meaning, they are difficult to read. This letter is an excellent exercise 
in discernment. It can be true that sometimes the very people plotting against your life have a useful word, 
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occasionally. Sometimes, you do find yourself agreeing with the same folks who have made it their mission 
to end you. This is a disorienting place to be in. Do you hold to the liberating element of an otherwise cruel 
speaker? How do we determine what of the message, if any, could be the word of the divine?

We have modern discursive infrastructure to think this through. Given the ubiquity of social media, we 
have watched people lose jobs, relationships, political office, and suffer boycotts based on old tweets or 
Facebook posts. The emergent darling of Love Island, Amaya Espinal, was found to have posted colorist and 
anti-Black sentiments on Facebook in her teenage years. Fans found themselves in a tizzy. How do we make 
sense of this person we are inspired by after learning these bigoted ideas had left her mouth at some point? 
Is there evidence of changed behavior or remorse about having said these things? 

Considering the staying power and even deification of the letters in the Christian narrative, how are 
you compelled to think about your correspondence today in relation to the lasting authority of these 
texts? When was the last time you sent a letter to someone via snail mail? Receiving letters can be a day-
brightening experience. It’s always nice to receive a note that is not a bill or junk mail. In a time when so 
many feel isolated, letters can be a balm. Should every word of human-made letters be regarded as holy, 
or just the parts that liberate? Using this letter as a model, what words of encouragement do you have 
for your loved ones? What truths are eternal or holy enough for you to write them down and send them? 
What words are worth the risk of interception, and which words are not? 

Structural - The writer of 1 Timothy feels like the stereotypical “progressive dudebro” who has 
understood all the things about the economy and imperialism but cannot offer anything worthwhile on his 
relationships with women. He has not come to see the connection between a world that would make Jesus 
give  “the good confession” before Pontius Pilate and the domination of gender marginalized peoples. The 
writer talks a good talk about a Jesus who “alone has immortality and dwells in unapproachable light” and is 
“the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and the Lord of lords.” How can this writer understand 
that Jesus is Lord of lords, but also open up this chapter with “Let all who are under the yoke of slavery 
regard their masters as worthy of all honor.”

If Jesus is the Lord of lords, how does a master receive all honor? Certainly, the kinds of servanthood 
described in the Bible are not the same system as the Transatlantic Slave Trade, but such a system still sets 
up a precedent which is hard to get out of. 

The love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. 

Some people misquote this scripture to suggest that “money is the root of all evil.” But the writer makes 
a distinction that it is not money alone, but the love of money that serves as the seed of evil doing. As 
inflation rises, jobs disappear, and affordable housing becomes more difficult to find, we will find that 
everyone has “a price.” This price is exploited by the ruling class and the State. A press release on the 
Department of Homeland Security website in August boasted that 

“We are ENDING the age cap for ICE law enforcement… ICE is [also] offering a robust package 
of federal law enforcement incentives, including A maximum $50,000 signing bonus, Student loan 
repayment and forgiveness options, 25% Law Enforcement Availability Pay (LEAP) for HSI Special 
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Agents, Administratively Uncontrollable Overtime (AUI) for Enforcement Removal Operations (ERO) 
Deportation Officers and Enhanced retirement benefits.”

Given the devastation ICE has had on individuals, families and entire communities, one may wonder, “How 
could you be an agent?” Reasonably, viral videos of raids have comment sections that say, “this could be your 
family member” or “how could you do this to other human beings?” Why this job? Why this and why now?

The recently passed and horrifyingly named “Big Beautiful Bill” is both a mirror and a crystal ball. Included 
in the bill are an extension of Trump’s tax cuts from 2017, cuts to Medicaid, cuts to food benefits, increase 
to military spending, reductions in clean energy incentives for businesses, and more. In short, the bill “huge 
cuts to food assistance and health insurance for low-income Americans with even larger tax cuts for affluent 
ones.” It is what economists and political analysts note as an “upward transfer of wealth.” It is a reverse 
Robinhood operation. It steals from the needy and gives to the poor. In search of more money, in devotion to 
more money, and for the love of more money, U.S. lawmakers have exploited the people. And, in attempting 
to turn two wrongs into a right, people are confronted with an ethical crisis. 

For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from 
the faith and pierced themselves with many pains.

If these choices were as simple as “a love of money,” though, it would be much simpler. The writer gives us a 
clue about the conditions under which regular people can fall in love with money. 

Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession…

In John 18, we see Jesus before Pilate. Pontius Pilate holds an interrogation, hoping to hear and trap him in 
false charges. Every question that Pontius Pilate asks is immediately met with a quick-witted retort. It does 
not fully matter what Jesus says. We do not know who is recording this story, or how they come to see the 
dialogue happen in real time. But what we do know is that at some point, Jesus has to stand and account for 
his ministry before an earthly government. It’s a “good” confession because he disorients Pilate. 

My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now 
my kingdom is from another place.

Jesus resists “this world.” That includes this world’s logics, accolades, and economic systems. In order for 
us to resist “this world,” we have to build alternatives that keep us all safe. As Jeremy A. Rud writes for the 
University of California Humanities Research Institute, 

“​​The mutual aid group showed me that there are ways we can provide for each other when institutions 
aren’t the refuges we thought they’d be...Sharing food also served as de facto political organizing. My 
colleague told me she was amazed by the broader community’s generosity in feeding striking workers. 
As people came to the picket line to eat, commune, and serve each other, we observed how our 
colleagues—who at first expressed confusion about how fresh, healthy food could be given away for 
free, were skeptical of hidden strings, and felt ashamed to line up for handouts—came to feel like more 
than just a line on a university or union spreadsheet. When faced with choosing between working extra 
jobs to pay our bills now or advancing our research to earn a degree and a higher salary later, graduate 
student workers often have no choice but to do both at the expense of the things that nourish us: food, 
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sunlight, face-to-face human conversation, and community.”

The unfortunate news is that people are easily swayed by money and power. The good news, the gospel, 
even, is that we can build communities where the foundation is something else. We have already done it. 

Interpersonal - For we brought nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it…

We come into this world with nothing. This is a metaphysical fact. When we are born, no matter where 
we are born, we enter naked. We do not come with degrees, work experience or page hits on Google. 
In theory, we come into this world with $0 in our bank accounts (that we earned ourselves). And when 
we leave, we cannot take our things with us. There has been no evidence in the history of humanity of 
someone taking their mansions with them when they die. The closest we may get to “taking things with 
you” is keeping secrets, recipes, codes, and keys that other people may never experience without us. We are 
born with nothing, and we leave with nothing. 

But is that really true? How then do we account for the simultaneous truth that our zip code is the 
greatest predictor of our life outcomes? How else can we account for the children of long-gone Hollywood 
icons inheriting fame and fortune, regardless of talent? 

Depending on your philosophy of children and souls, we do come into this Earth with some kind of imprint. 
We are certainly formed by the prayers of our ancestors and our loved ones. No matter the story of our 
birth, someone imagined us. They may have been related to us biologically, or they may be fictive (and still 
very real) kinfolk to us. And, in a practical and material sense, there are provisions made for us before we 
are born. Some children enter the world with the promises of trust funds and bonds that mature by their 
18th birthdays. Other children enter the world already in debt. 

…but if we have food and clothing, we will be content with these.

What is contentment? As this word is used in the New Testament, it often describes the sentiment 
of “sufficiency.” In certain Black church contexts, you may hear someone pray that they are “thankful 
for a reasonable portion of health and strength.” Contentment is related to our sense of gratitude 
and thankfulness. A study conducted by Virginia Commonwealth University found that the practice of 
thankfulness is a clear predictor of “a significantly lower risk of major depression, generalized anxiety 
disorder, phobia, nicotine dependence, alcohol dependence, and drug abuse.”

Such studies also find that “giving thanks and counting blessings can help people sleep better, lower stress, 
and improve interpersonal relationships. Earlier this year, a separate study found that keeping a gratitude 
journal decreased materialism and bolstered generosity among adolescents.” Gratitude and contentment 
can keep us from desiring the latest trending knicknack on the TikTok shop. As the Grinch comes to learn 
at the end of his own redemptive story The Grinch Who Stole Christmas, “Maybe Christmas doesn’t come 
from a store. Maybe Christmas, perhaps, means a little bit more.” 

But be wary. Gratitude journaling is a useful practice to build self-reflection and clarity, but it does not 
cancel out the structural ills we may face in our lives. These narratives about “gratitude” can also be 
weaponized. When workers try to unionize, they are met with critiques that they should “be grateful.” 
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Political urgency is slowed when people sentimentalize poverty and disenfranchisement. Pastors and 
politicians alike seem to enjoy punching down on cash-poor people who don’t have money for food but 
“have money for sneakers.” 

For some reason, though, the writer encourages the audience to “pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 
endurance, gentleness.” Moreover, the writer directs this instruction to the “man of God.” This title seems to 
distinguish the intended reader from others, as the overall theme of the letter is about resisting the easy and 
tempting fast track to wealth. Men of God, and people of God, are to resist riches because they are called 
to a different way of life. A fight is coming, but it is a “good fight of the faith.” That fight is promised, but so is 
the future. 

They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share,  thus storing up for themselves the 
treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of the life that really is life.

What “really” is life? The wisdom of Ecclesiastes tells us, “there is nothing better for people under the sun 
than to eat and drink and enjoy themselves, for this will go with them in their toil through the days of life 
that God gives them under the sun.” It can be difficult to find time (or appetite, or resources) to eat, drink, 
and be merry. But we can find “contentment” in the magic of an avocado that is perfect upon cutting into 
it, or the sound of children’s laughter in the park, or in water that runs over our hands and into our hair. 
Practicing gratitude and appreciation for small things we take for granted can make us more mindful of all 
the work it takes for things to go right. In other words, noticing that the avocado is perfect also helps us 
to think about the infrastructure that brought it to us this way. Farmworkers, roads, weather, and so many 
other elements make this miracle possible. If we notice these things,  we can also do our part to make that 
visible to others.
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Words for inspiration:

What does this video about Global GDP rankings over several centuries tell you? What 
could this mean for the spiritual center of countries absent from this GDP leaderboard?

in.

 
Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

The biggest labor story in the US right now is happening at Microsoft

The US never stopped treating Mexico like an imperial colony

Nepal PM seeks calm, promises to meet protesters’ push to ‘end corruption’

Starmer says UK will ‘never surrender’ flag to far-right protesters

Karl Marx Looked Forward to Revolt Against Europe’s Empires

[enfleshed doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought partners]
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