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TEXTS

November 2, 2025

Habakkuk 1:1-4;2:1-4
Psalm 119:137-144

Isaiah 1:10-18

Psalm 32:1-7

2 Thessalonians |:1-4, | 1-12
Luke 19:1-10

What links the texts this week?

Righteousness will often signal a need for change - a new way of moving.The law will no longer be
enough.The conditions of our people will worsen.The circumstances will demand that we find new
contexts for our survival. Whatever was supposed to bring justice is perverted by greed. God cannot
be stagnant and fixed in one place. God knows everything except permanence.To know God is to
know that we will need to try and fail our way into our successes. Faith is not thinking ourselves free.
Faith is grasping onto someone just as fallible as you are for interdependent survival. This is the incar-
nation - love enfleshed.

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship

Like the prophets of the past,

we join the chorus of our neighbors
crying out near and far

“How long, O God?”

How long will violence have its way?
How many will be disappeared?
How soon will we rise up?

How swiftly will freedom come?

Come and speak, Holy One! We are here and await your response.
Opening Prayer

Patient Listener, our hearts are spilling over with love that is fierce and alive.We are concerned for our
neighbors.We are eager to make fruitful contributions to collective life. Bless our transformation. Open
our eyes and hearts to your call on us at this time. Nurture our creative capacity to respond alongside our

neighbors to everything that threatens life and lives.We trust in your guidance and lean on your support.
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Amen.
Invitation to Offering

When any among us cry out for justice... When any of our neighbors cry out for mercy... When our own
hearts overflow with grief...we create the conditions for God to emerge. Let us bring all we have in spirit
and resources and see what miracles we might enflesh.

Prayer of Dedication

Faithful One, we know that you are love itself. Wherever love cries out for assistance, may we recognize
it as your voice.As your plea.As your invitation into our full humanity.VWhenever you reach out toward
us, may we always find a way to reach back. May all of our offerings be blessed to protect and cherish one
another and all our neighbors targeted by the state. Amen.

Benediction

May we go with voices raised in love and holy anger
Crying out for God

Crying out as God

Crying out in search of God

Let there be no peace until cries are heard

Until all bodies are fed

Until all communities can be at ease

Let us go and make it so

SERMON PREP

Questions:

* How comfortable would your faith community be with putting God on trial? Why? How does this
impact those who may struggle to experience God as good?

* How can your community begin to seek justice without cages and carceral logics? What are the barriers
to establishing restorative frameworks for acknowleging and correcting harm?

* In what ways are you and your faith community practicing new worlds? How do you and your
community hold one another accountable to a loving, liberated future?
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Application
This week’s sermon commentaries and the liturgical benediction are written by Nichola Torbett (she/her).

Cosmic - A little over a year ago, we hosted a retreat here at Kirkridge Retreat Center, where | work, called
“Do Black Lives Matter to God?” It was facilitated by Rev. Naomi Washington-Leapheart, who has, for several
years now, taught a course by that name to undergraduates at Villanova University. In that course, and in the
retreat that was a capstone for it,VWashington-Leapheart posed questions like these: If God has a plan for the
salvation of the world, where are Black people in that plan? What kind of God plans for, or at least allows as
part of the plan, the brutalization, over centuries, of an entire people and the vicious deaths of very particular
Black people like Trey Reed, Tasha Grant, and Tyre Nichols? At the retreat, we and Rev.Washington-Leapheart’s
students put God on trial for reckless endangerment of Black lives.

Throughout the semester, students had studied various theologies and discussed alternative ways of under-
standing God’s relationship to violence against Black people: Suffering is ordained or allowed by God because it
is an opportunity for growth; or suffering is due to the misuse of human freedom, which God will not deny us;
or there is a malignant force in the universe that authors suffering, and God is fighting that force; or suffering

is a punishment from God for human sinfulness.And in the end, the defense of God in our trial argued—you
guessed it—that despite all evidence to the contrary, God has a perfect plan.

It would be easy to read this excerpt from Habbakuk this way:Yes, violence rages everywhere, and yes, it is
getting worse all the time, but just wait, because God has a plan, and it’s all going to work out in the end.

It’s a comforting idea, maybe, unless you're one of the people targeted as part of that ostensible plan—collater-
al damage in the salvation of the world.

What kind of God is this?

Biblical scholar and Episcopal priest Wil Gafney urges us to look deeper into this text and to see in Habbakuk
a proto-womanist prophet bold enough to argue with God and, like Naomi Washington-Leapheart, to call God
out for God’s reckless negligence in a world of violence. In Gafney’s reading of the text, God is the one who
listens, the one who hears the cry of the prophet and all those like them who cry out “Violence!” And who is
moved by those cries.

This is not an omnipotent God, but an interdependent and limited one.

In this text, God is powerless even to write God’s own vision on the tablets, but must call upon Habbakuk to
do so. God needs help, and so do we—we who are created in the image of God.

| find myself wondering, is this God the one under the knee of the police struggling to breathe, handcuffed, tak-
en into custody by ICE, strapped onto an Avelo Airlines flight to a country God has never seen? Is God in Gaza,
huddled in a corner, enduring shelling all night long, and grieving the loss of God’s child to state-sponsored
starvation! And does God hear us shouting,“No justice, no peace, no racist police!” and “Chinga la migra!” and
“Let them go!” and “Free Palestine!” And does God see the protestors throwing stuffed animals at ICE vehicles
in Chicago, or overturning police cars — Do They take some comfort in that, and does that maybe give God
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the strength to take one more breath and cast one more vision—not on tablets but in our own hearts and
minds—for how we might live otherwise together?

And is it our responsibility to catch those visions as song catchers catch songs, to write them down, in
words if necessary, but even better with our own lives, spelling out an alternative vision in the way we care
for and show up for one another, in the way we insist upon grieving every life cut short, in the ways we ask
for help fully believing the ask will be answered, in the way we show up over and over again at the sites of
violence to say “Not in our name”?

Structural - CW/ mention of rape

A public defender | know is working on her third case in which a young woman who was raped is facing
prosecution for making a “false” report of sexual assault.Yes, you read that right. The victim of a sexual
assault is now being charged in court.

Therefore the law is paralyzed, and justice never prevails.
The wicked hem in the righteous,
so that justice is perverted. (Habbakuk |:4)

In the authoritarian takeover of the United States now underway, many of us are looking to the courts

to check the regime in its escalation of harm against vulnerable communities, but over and over again the
courts are not only failing to protect our people (Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization, Janus
v.AFSCME, US v. Skrmetti,Vasquez Perdomo v. Noem, etc), but in some cases, actively criminalizing our
people (i.e. minors who receive gender-affirming care). The highest court in the land has been stacked with,
if not exactly Trump loyalists, then justices with a deep commitment to a so-called “conservative” viewpoint
that hearkens back to a time when white supremacy, settler colonialism, and patriarchy were less publicly
up for question.

This points to how “perverted justice” goes deeper than “just” the stacking of the Supreme Court.The le-
gal precedents that shape how the law is interpreted in US courts include decisions that ruled, for example,
that possession of land followed “discovery” of it, not inhabitance (Johnson v. McIntosh), consigned Native
American tribes to the status of dependent nations (Cherokee Nation v. Georgia), and foreclosed full citi-
zenship for African-descended people (Dred Scott v. Sanford). Although, thankfully, subsequent legal battles
have weakened some of these precedents, and the |4th Amendment extends citizenship to anyone born or
naturalized within the United States, the slogan used to describe the precedents remains telling:“The con-
quered will never obtain justice in the courts of the conqueror” Laws are created by those in power, often
to preserve that power.

Even when lawmakers have less self-interested motives, their legislation is steeped in and emerges out of
their worldviews and suffers the limitations of those worldviews, i.e. laws tend to replicate, even if unwit-
tingly, the white supremacy, settler colonialism, Christian hegemony, and patriarchy deeply embedded in US
culture. For example, the “equal protection clause” of the 14th amendment, which was ostensibly intend-
ed to end legal racial discrimination, is now used to argue against affirmative action and other efforts to
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account for the impacts of history, including centuries of stolen labor and stolen land. Justice is perverted,
indeed.

So while it is human and understandable for those of us feeling the impact of this administration’s policies to
fantasize about the criminalization of Donald Trump et al, the very notion of “crime” is constrained by the
views of those in power and always has been. It’s a crime for a teenager to steal chapstick from the pharma-
cy, but not for a Wall Street banker to steal someone’s retirement account. Murder, certainly, is a crime...or
is it? Apparently, it is not when the murdered people are Venezuelan and accused of being part of the drug

trade.

The organization “Interrupting Criminalization,” cofounded by Andrea Ritchie and Mariame Kaba, has pro-
duced a lot of resources that reveal how the process of criminalization—the criminalization of more and
more people including migrants, pregnant people and the doctors who treat them, trans people, people who
receive public benefits, people who wear masks in public, people who fail to say the right things about Char-
lie Kirk’s murder, even librarians—is the mechanism by which these larger systems of settler colonialism,
white supremacy, and patriarchy maintain themselves. Andrea Ritchie says, in a recent episode of the Block &
Build podcast:

“And [criminalizing logic is] all built around this notion of an ideal citizen, which is a profoundly eugenic
notion, a profoundly ableist notion. Clearly, deeply racist, anti-black, anti-indigenous, anti-migrant and
certainly transphobic, homophobic, deeply patriarchal. But that’s...we're building this idealized citizen,
and then everyone who falls outside of that is criminalized.”

The idealized citizen, in the US, from its founding, has been a white man who owns property. Others are
grandfathered in if they are willing to keep their heads down and dedicate their labor toward supporting and
upholding that figure.

The institution of policing serves and protects this system. In “A Legal Perversion,” Wil Gafney lays it out
plainly: “Policing—the militarized arm of American society writ large, and the judicial system in particular—is
adversarial, hostile and, lethal to Black folk by design from its very founding in the form of slave-catching
patrols.”

Habakuk’s complaint rings painfully true.

The prophet’s response to their situation was to station themselves on the ramparts—in other words, to
obtain a high vantage point, a broad view of the big picture—from which to try to discern God’s answer.We
have to be willing to perceive this reality, even though it is painful. In “Are You There, God? It’s Me and Ha-
bakkuk,” Wil Gafney writes:

“God makes the prophet look and see. See and envision.That is part of the calling. Opening our eyes
and having God open them even further for you. Seeing the world as it really is in all of its ugliness and
brokenness.We can’t look away. Our very gaze is prophetic.”

You might ask your congregation when, if ever, they have gotten satisfaction from the legal system. If they
haven’t, what have they gotten instead?

Only if we are able to be honest about all that is not working, and to abandon those false solutions, can we
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begin to imagine other ways of keeping our people safe outside the system. In fact, “Safe Outside the Sys-
tem” is the name of an anti-violence program led by lesbian, gay, bisexual, two spirit, trans, and gender-non-
conforming people of color; this organization offers a number of resources for safety that do not rely on
policing and the criminal justice system.Another great resource is the Interrupting Criminalization Curric-
ulum, which offers a full twelve semesters of learning about divesting from policing, transformative justice,
and abolition.

Interpersonal - The very last verse of the lectionary passage contrasts the self-righteous “enemy,” whose
desires are not upright—in other words, whose desires work against the desire of God for us to live in
interdependent shalom— with the “righteous” who “will live by faithfulness.”

| read the passage a bunch of times without even noticing that verse. | think | read past it for a couple
reasons: |) the word “faithfulness” has, in many corners of American Christendom, been reduced to having
the right beliefs, which mostly | have been told | don’t have, so the word causes me to dissociate lightly; and
2) | was reading the verse as descriptive, ie, there are bad people and then there are good people who are
faithful blah blah blah. It felt like a flyover verse.

But as she so often does, Wil Gafney woke me up by reading the verse not as descriptive so much as pre-
scriptive. She wrote, in “Are You There God?”:

“Faithfulness is not ‘belief’ in the sense of intellectual assent or creedal affirmation; those aspects will
be added when Hebrew amunah is translated with Greek pistis in a context shaped by philosophical
discourse. Here in Habakkuk, faithfulness is more a matter of heart and hand than head and heart.”

In other words, faithfulness is something you do. It requires action, not passive belief. It’s something we live
into. It requires “moving in faith,” acting as if God (the presence of Love in and around and all throughout
creation) is real. Might faithfulness call me to, for example, say yes to that mutual aid request even though

it cuts my budget a little closer to the bone than | like? Even though it means | might need to ask for help
next month? Or might it mean that | take the risk of giving honest feedback even though I'm not sure I'll be
heard? Or that | risk whatever privilege | have to defend those in immediate danger from, say, ICE?

Penny Cost writes, “For the God of Creation speaks to Habakkuk and tells him [sic], and all of us here to-
day, to march on. Have faith in yourself and have faith in the collective community. Have faith that together,
you can support one another. Have faith, or in the original Hebrew, ‘emunah, meaning steadfast integrity.”

If “living by faithfulness” is living by “steadfast integrity,” then it asks us to live, so much as we can, and more
all the time, in ways that are accountable to God/our most loving vision of how things could be.To live by
faithfulness is to practice what we long for.That might mean heading out into the streets, or it might mean
relating differently with others in community, or even with one’s self. In Practicing New Worlds, Andrea Ritchie
writes about how being abolitionist—rejecting the logic of punishment—is requiring her to speak less pu-
nitively to herself. Likewise, Mia Mingus has many times said that “most of us are in an abusive relationship
with ourselves,” and that accountability for abuse starts with self-accountability.

Who are the models, for you, of people who live by faithfulness, in other words, by steadfast integrity? Who
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are the models for the other folks in your community? What does this faithfulness look like, and what is

one practice you could adopt that would move you one step closer to that image?

Words for inspiration:

“Why only spend money on our protection when it’s a cage?”
Miss Major Griffin-Gracey

Listen or check out the lyrics to “Africa” by D’Angelo

May these mighty ancestors be venerated always.
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Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Anti-Fascism Scholar Flees U.S. Fearing for His Family’s Safety Amid Trump’s “Antifa” Fearmongering
With Roles as Civic Hubs, Libraries Turn Over a New Page

These confederate statues caused nationwide protests. Melted down, they’re now art pieces

India sparkles as millions celebrate Diwali festival

More Than 170 U.S. Citizens Have Been Held by Immigration Agents

[enfleshed doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought partners]

Commentaries Author

Nichola Torbett is a spiritual seeker, recovering addict, gospel preacher,
podcaster, writer, resistance fomenter, dog-walker, nonviolent direct
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Editor
Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters”.
Copyright

A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use these ma-
terials for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the subscription and
hinders the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing capacities.

Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or verbally
when enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by _ ] should be included in
the attribution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using these resources.

Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.
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