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TEXTS

November 9, 2025

Haggai 2:1-2:9

Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21

Psalm 98

Job 19:23-27a

Psalm 17:1-9

2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17
Luke 20:27-38

What links the texts this week?

Our faith is one that gives us soemthing to look forward to. Our entire world falls apart.The
institutions we know, and what we know to be safe is completely transformed before the glory of the
divine. God shakes everything up, and this is an occaision of rejoice for those of us on the bottom.VVe
can only go up from here.The holy shaking will disrupt what keeps us in bondage.The holy shaking will
unsettle the identities we found in oppressor imaginations. The holy shaking will be a joyful noise to
those of us that have been mired and stagnated by systems of harm. No matter how deeply ingrained
or established the status quo, My God, She can shake it.

ORDER OF WO RSH iIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)
Call to Worship

In life and in death, we belong to God

God is the world that births us

God is the love we practice

God is the community we make
God is the creative force that transitions us
through life to death to life again.

Come, Spirit of New Life!
Draw us ever nearer to the Kindom -
that Holy Place where love is made eternal

Opening Prayer

God of All Seasons, you are close in both joy and grief, delight and sorrow.Your attention is never far from

the needs of your people. Neither birth nor death bring us farther from you - for you are always as near

as our own breath. May we be among those who perceive - who feel and touch and notice and seek - your

divine presence among us, between us, around us, within us and especially, wherever love is needed most.
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Amen.
Invitation to Offering

Let us be faithful with what we have: Material resources. Spiritual resources. Capacities and skills.VVe have
so much to share in so many ways.There are a million ways to pray with our lives that God’s Kindom may
draw ever nearer. Let us bring our offerings together.

Prayer of Dedication

Cosmic Creator - you so shaped the ecosystems of life that we would all have capacities, all have roles, all
have ways of offering and receiving the gifts and graces of this planet.With the time and materials entrusted
to us, we pray that you would make us bold and brave in our purpose together.That we may deepen our
care for each other and trust in the web of interdependence.That no one may be left to struggle alone.
Receive our offerings and make it so.Amen.

Benediction

May we be fierce in our love for each other.

Fierce in protection of the targeted.

Fierce in proclamations of resistance to domination.
Fierce in pursuit of a more holy way -

where no one falls through the cracks

or gets left behind

or abandoned to fend for themselves.

We proclaim the good news with our lives:

Love is with and for us - now and forever.

SERMON PREP

Questions:

* How does your understanding of the eschatological resurrection challenge you to live in a way that
frees yourself and others? How is this similar or different to those in your faith community?

*  What institutions would you consider distancing yourself from as an act of liberation? Consider how
your spiritual community can help fill gaps from letting go of businesses, marriages, academic pursuits,
etc.

*  Whose respect are you tired of vying for? Are there people in your community whose respect aligns
very closely with your communal values? How can you all support one another through relational rup-
i ?
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Application
This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Casey Overton (she/they).

Cosmic - Western protestants take “The Resurrection” to mean the rapture.This association makes sense
when verses like these are stitched to apocalyptic texts that speak about the dead rising, conflating all of them
as a single event.

We are fortunate that this is one of many peculiar stories that we might clarify with just a close read of the
text. In this case, the text itself loosely explains “the resurrection” in the last two verses of this narrative

“..And the fact that the dead are raised Moses himself showed, in the story about the bush, where he speaks of the
Lord as the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. Now he is God not of the dead but of the living,
for to him all of them are alive.”

To God, all of them are alive. God is not experiencing the stinging absence of death the way we are, and this
can accord with the conventional Christian understanding of death as a transition into God’s presence -
“Going to be with the Lord.” At the same time, we're supposed to be speaking of an age to come in which the
dead are raised. Jesus’ response seems to suggest that at least some dead are already “raised” and alive.The
patriarchs listed were among the vast majority who did die natural deaths according to the scriptures narrating
their lives.

Those who belong to this age marry and are given in marriage, but those who are considered worthy of a place in that
age and in the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage.

This is becoming one of my favorite sayings of Jesus, and perhaps a favorite verse overall. There is a gentle
waterfall of theological refreshment happening in these couple of lines that reminds me what this is all about.

It almost sounds like those from this age and the next can coexist, but we don’t have to assume they can. Jesus
more clearly establishes a belief that the next age is not for everyone.While Jesus’ theology of hellfire is not
well-substantiated in the Gospels by any means, there is a sense of hierarchy regarding who is accepted or
rejected in the eschaton. Some belong to the current age, some belong to an age to come.This upsets some
universalists, but if you've ever been a sheep, you understand the importance of prohibiting the entry of wolves.

Not only does Jesus affirm an admission strategy, but Jesus also affirms what a Christian might understand

as eternal life. The thing is, there are folks enjoying their eternal life prior to Jesus’ birth and death.These
patriarchs are among an unknown number whose deaths are not marked by finality. Through these words, Jesus
establishes a direct connection between how we manage this life to our standing in the next. Still, the mention
of the line of establishing patriarchs of his people suggests a universality of the (after)life offered by God as if to
say all who follow in the kinship line will also be regarded as living even after their bodies rest.

This presents a new conundrum for a religious tradition in which kinship connections are central. Jesus invites
us to look forward to futures wherein seemingly foundational aspects of our religious culture can be upended
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and this is a gift from the divine. Life everlasting can then take on transformed meaning when we are freed
from the confines of socio-religious demands including but not limited to marriage. Without any social or
religious pressure, how would you pursue a liberated future of life everlasting for you? What could you
joyfully release in the age to come? What might it mean for that to begin even now!?

Structural - If everyone lives in the resurrection, who will claim ownership of one of our society’s most
important means of production and resource? From whom will wealth be transferred down the family line?
The Jewish Annotated New Testament explains how “Levirate marriage [is] designed to protect widows and
preserve the dead husband’s name and estate (Deut 25:5-10 and Genesis 38:8)”

As absurd as this hypothetical scenario seems, it does present an important legal question for any rabbi
or Saducee’s consideration. This law, at its best, is designed to protect widows and the resources of the
deceased. Love is not a matter of legality which is to say that no one’s full liberation can ever be legislated
which is to say that the law has limits. Not Levitical law, just law.Any law can play much better defense
than offense.The law can protect you from some harm, but it’s hard pressed to un-marginalize you after
it already did so. Given the circumstances, this law makes sense.Widows won’t be abandoned, and the
household resources won’t be snatched up by bad actors (in theory).

but those who are considered worthy of a place in that age and in the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor
are given in marriage.

Here, Jesus bluntly situates the conversation within a critical fact - marriage is an institution. It was designed.
As such, it can theoretically be dismantled. For what and for whom was this institution designed? Perhaps
she who finds a husband has not found as good a thing as he did.“Nor are given in marriage” is a gendered
reference that calls attention to the experience of bodies assigned women in this context.

Jesus is acknowledging the experience of women and calling the entire institution into question by positing
its obsolescence in the messianic era of peace, harmony, and justice. As we mentioned earlier, the family is
so fundamental to the workings of Jewish life that abolishing it would be a wildly radical suggestion.Arvind
Theodore, however, writes about this exact suggestion in the ways it recurs in Jesus’ ministry.

“Given how the institution of family is used as a means to produce and reproduce control, perpetuate
social capital, separate communities from each other, and create hierarchies between those who

have and do not have a family, | understand Jesus’s call to discipleship as resistance, for it disrupts the
traditional family system.”

Theodore also acknowledges the centrality of the family system in ancient Near Eastern culture, and argues
that this is exactly why it must be challenged. The family still remains a stronghold for power and privilege
now, but many other institutions join it as bedrock for oppressive regimes all over the world.While this
text may suggest that we begin with the family, we can take the example of Christ to better understand
just how radically different we can expect a free and flourishing future to be.The institutions in which we
nest our identities and beliefs may fall away. May we find our identity in God, that is, Truth far beyond the
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imagination of those who wish us no good.

Interpersonal - A group of men is standing around arguing about what to do with a hypothetical woman.
In the coming age, she belonged to no one but herself and God. Even with this disruptive response, the final
verses of this text let us know that the leaders commended Jesus and decided not to ask him any more
questions.While it seemed that Jesus was able to earn respect from his response, Jesus follows this with a
scathing public denouncement at the chapter’s end. Denouncing the scribes would not have been the couth
or respectable thing to do.The teachings of Jesus that follow in Luke lead up to a plot to murder him.

While the Lukan narrative is not reliable in terms of historicity, this sequence beginning in this passage has a
scathing commentary on the fickleness of power. Revolutionary Jesus had the option to rest in the comfort
of respect from his leaders. He likely could have used his political favor to his advantage at some point or
another. Instead, he stays true to his values at the cost of his life. The power players whose respect he earned,
they turned against him in light of his commitment to the same values they esteemed.

Our faith communities or other institutions can often expect ideological inconsistency from us that threatens
our own integrity. Institutions of higher education that once celebrated their diversity initiatives are now
mandating that they be sanitized of all visible heterogeneity for fear of litigation from a hostile Trump
administration. Medical professionals fully convinced of the importance of gender-affirming care risk losing
their ability to practice as the elimination of trans youth becomes incentivized across levels of government.
These government offices in themselves have proven to be unworthy of our respect - a political seat can go
to anyone, righteous or wicked.

If we misconstrue our goals by seeking the respect of influential officials for some political advantage,

what could that fidelity cost us? Do we fully understand what could be expected of us as a friend to that
role? Would we always enjoy the freedom to speak and act according to our values? Along Jesus’ journey,

it seemed inevitable that he would earn the respect of people across the socioeconomic spectrum. His
liberating spirit is tied to the fact that he made no compromises to keep anyone’s respect. By narratives like
these, we can be assured that Jesus neither pandered nor capitulated.

| invite us to consider that there may be some folks in our lives whose respect we gained by accident, and it
may be time to release it. For some pastors, this could be a public official. For laypeople, this could be a faith
leader. Jesus is our guide that we can live free from moral injury and die honest if we seek respect from those
who genuinely share our values.
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Words for inspiration:

“We, as gay people, get to choose our family and the people we’re around. | am your family.
We are a family here” = RuPaul

Sources

The Jewish Annotated New Testament

“Discipleship as Resistance: Disrupting the Traditional Family System” by Arvind Theodore

Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

The Absurd Prosecution of a Man Who Posted a Charlie Kirk Meme

As Israel Bombed Gaza, Amazon Did Business With Its Bomb-Makers

Internal Report Shows the Military Always Wanted to Join the Drug War
The Struggle for the Future of the New York Democratic Party
Sudan’s RSF says takes full control of Darfur’s el-Fasher

[enfleshe]d doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought
partners

Commentaries Author

Casey Overton (she/they) is a radical nonprofit strategist, writer, and
spiritual activist who is insistent on cultivating space for collective healing.
They are the editor of “Liturgy that Matters”, an enfleshed publication,
and the coordinator for Black faith programs in an affirming spiritual com-
munity. Her communications and faith-based nonprofit background has
allowed the cultural metaphysics of liberation to become an ongoing
priority in her work.They use a multi-spiritual lens to explore how
housing, land use, and queered domestic structures create restorative
environments for targeted populations. She is a graduate of Hampton
University and Duke Divinity School. She resides in the Powhatan lands
now called Richmond,VA., USA.
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Liturgy Author

M Kaiser (they/them) is co-director of enfleshed.They are passionate
about the ways spirituality and theology can both support and hinder the
labors of individual and collective freedom. Over the last decade, they
have had the pleasure of collaborating and working in spaces and
movements of shared longing and action such as Texas Freedom Network,
Faith in Harm Reduction, SURJ, UmForward, Reconciling Ministries
Network, ONE Northside, and other collectives of organizers, religious
communities, and creators. In their spare time, they seek out creaturely
encounters and enjoy working with stained glass.

Editor

Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters.”
Copyright

A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use these materials for
worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the subscription and hinders the well-being of
enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing capacities.

Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or verbally when enfleshed
liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by _ ] should be included in the attribution. No further per-
missions are needed to livestream worship using these resources.

Email inffo@enfleshed.com with any further questions.
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