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Isaiah 65:17-25
Isaiah 12
Malachi 4:1-2a
Psalm 98
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
Luke 21:5-19

What links the texts this week? 

It won’t always go easily for us. The process from here to liberation can be arduous and uncertain. We can 
have faith of victory even as the battle rages on. Systems and structures wage war against us. Much work 
remains for us to do. We can share in the struggle toward collective flourishing. It would not be loving to 
leave all of the labor and responsibility just for an exhausted few. We can celebrate journeying together on 
the road to freedom. We can praise through our productivity - not to prove our worth, but to show one 
another that we care about more than our individual experience. There will be hardship to endure, but the 
best way to push forward is together. 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to Worship 

 Followers of Christ, let us remember the path we have chosen:
The way of truth and life.
The way of love for our neighbors and ourselves.
The way of community and connection.

Followers of Christ, let us not grow weary in care for each other.
We will not turn against one another.
Evil tells stories that harm and isolate,
but this we proclaim:
We belong to each other.
May this be our joy and our hope.

Opening Prayer

Gracious One, keep us soft in heart toward each other. As struggle multiplies, may we resolve not to 
isolate ourselves or others. But to move into closer relationship, and into deeper connection. Deeper 
understanding. Deeper solidarity. We return to the witness of Jesus whose life was shaped by the hope of 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BOWF_myMzBEs0I5bp1SHYfXXeNrwfXoX6Op2scyzCaM/edit?usp=sharing
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community, and the courage of compassion. Amen. 

Invitation to Offering

We belong to each other. Everything is shaped by community: Our wellness. Our livelihoods. Our spirits. 
Our cities. Our planet. We make or break each other - together. In this spirit, let us bring our offerings to 
God as an act of celebration of all we can do with and for each other, still and yet.

Prayer of Dedication

Provider and Protector, when we grow too arrogant, too individualistic, or too full of shame, we return to 
your teachings. We remember the utter grace of a planet that feeds us. We remember that the earth is not 
property but kin, alive and aching. We remember that everyone is indebted to others - that every good 
thing we experience is connected to others. We do this to remember our places - humble and entangled - 
in the whole of things. To the flourishing of the common good, we offer our gifts. Amen.

Benediction

Friends, this is the good news of God:
Thrones of power will never be the seat of our salvation
Only love, practiced and cultivated in community,
can grow the hope we need.
Only love, shared and multiplied through struggle and solidarity,
can sustain and assure us.
Only love, enfleshed in everyday lives near and far,
takes the shape of God.
Thanks be to our Divine companion. Go in peace and courage. 

SERMON PREP

Questions:

•	 How does your spiritual communiy address people who are unwilling to contribute? What accommoda-
tions are in place to allow people with disabilities to contribute if they wish?

•	 How do wage labor and contribution to your community feel different to you and those in your com-
munity? How can community labor be valued equally or above wage labor?

•	 What are indications that a faith institution is being exploitative in the labor it expects from members? 
Are there groups within your community who do not contribute as frequently as others?
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Application

This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Damon Garcia (he/him). 

Cosmic - In the communes of the early church, Christians practiced a shared life that was radically different 
from the economy of the Roman Empire. Rome’s hierarchical economy was run by the labor of the subjugated 
masses for the elite few who didn’t have to work, but in God’s economy everything is shared: both the work 
and the fruits of the work. In this new type of community the rich man and Lazarus from Jesus’ parable would 
be equal, working and eating together. However, I imagine it was difficult to get some of the more privileged 
members of this egalitarian community to get used to sharing with others if they never had to before. Perhaps 
this was who the writer (Paul, or a disciple writing in the name of Paul) was concerned about when they 
instructed the church of Thessalonica to shun those unwilling to work, and commanded, “anyone unwilling to 
work should not eat.” The word “unwilling” is key here. The writer isn’t judging people’s inability to work, but 
their unwillingness. That makes sense if the writer was referring to those who refused to work because they 
thought they were too good for work.

And yet, perhaps the writer’s perception of “unwillingness” is naive. It’s not clear who wasn’t working and why. 
Either way, the solution to shun them and say they can’t eat if they’re unwilling to work is ultimately a very 
short-term solution to a specific need. We have to remember when we’re reading the New Testament epistles 
that we’re reading someone else’s mail. This section of the letter to the church in Thessalonica was in response 
to a problem written about in a letter from the church that we don’t have access to. Therefore, when we read 
this personal advice about Thessalonian community members who don’t work, we don’t have to read it as 
God’s ultimate solution to settling humanity’s problems of the division of labor and the distribution of goods. 
This letter to the Thessalonians isn’t a manifesto or a constitution. A manifesto detailing God’s direct plan for 
the world’s economy would probably look more like the abolition of private property altogether, but perhaps 
the writer of 2 Thessalonians couldn’t comprehend that quite yet. So instead, what we have is short-sighted 
advice for a specific problem in a specific community. But we don’t need to be limited by that advice. We can 
dream bigger.

We can cultivate a radical imagination to transform the whole system and build new structures more akin 
to the liberative kin-dom of God where there is no exploitative division of labor and food gets distributed 
according to need, not profit. And in the meantime we can build networks for mutual aid, designed to feed 
people whether they work for it or not.

In the Queer Bible Commentary, Theodore Jennings notes that the members of the community who are 
shunned in this passage are “not to be treated as an enemy but rather warned as a brother.”1 The writer is 
still instructing the church within “the ethos of the family”, not an ethos of “every man for himself.” Jennings 
clarifies, “In both of these letters Paul is invoking the ethos of the new family, constituted not by biological 
ties but by shared commitment. The family here as generally in the Second Testament is ‘families we choose’ 
(Gaventa 1998b: 29) rather than a valorization of traditional ‘marriage and family values’.”

1	 Theodore Jennings: “1 and 2 Thessalonians” in The Queer Bible Commentary, ed. by Deryn Guest, Robert E. Goss, Mona 
West, and Thomas Bohache, (London: SCM Press, 2006).
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Our spiritual communities can be the chosen families that people need today. We can provide the belonging 
and care that is becoming increasingly harder to find.

Structural - This year in 2025 there are more unemployed people than job openings in the United States. 
There’s constant news of mass layoffs because of companies replacing humans with AI and fears of tariffs. 
To make matters worse, in October, it was announced that there will be no federal food aid benefits issued 
in November as a result of the government shutdown. That’s more than 41 million people who have to 
struggle even more than they already have been to get food, whether they’re working or not. The message, 
“anyone unwilling to work should not eat” feels naive and uncaring from the pulpit to the church today. 

2 Thessalonians’ warning against community members who don’t share the work has been hijacked by 
capitalist Christians who weaponize it against those they believe aren’t working hard enough. “Nobody 
wants to work anymore”, the older generations complain about the younger generations today. What the 
older generations forget however is that their elders said the same thing about their generation decades 
ago. You can find newspaper articles going all the way back to 1894 to find people complaining that 
nobody wants to work.2 In an article from 1940 they said of my grandparents’ generation, “The trouble 
is everybody is on relief or a pension — nobody wants to work anymore.” And now some people of my 
grandparents’ age say that today’s young people don’t want to work anymore because they’re all on SNAP 
and unemployment benefits. Perhaps the problem isn’t with the workers but with modern work itself.

A community like that of the Thessalonians, who share everything, including the work, taps into the ancient 
purpose of work before the division of labor that was used to exploit people. Work was meant to be the 
purposeful activity we participate in for the life of the community. When people complain about work today, 
they’re really complaining about a very particular type of work: wage labor in a capitalist system. But work 
is so much bigger than that. The reality is that we all work all the time whenever we do any purposeful 
activity. When we care for ourselves and care for each other we’re working. That includes cooking, cleaning, 
showering, getting dressed, paying bills, and even responding to messages. It may not seem like work, but 
if you’ve ever tried to do your everyday tasks while you’re depressed then you know exactly how it feels 
when these tasks really do feel like work. Capitalism makes us devalue work outside of wage labor and 
devalue the people who do unpaid work. Since the responsibility of unpaid care work has historically been 
passed to women, this devaluing has also been one of the ways we’ve devalued women.

The devaluing of work outside of wage labor has also contributed to the shame we have around our lack 
of productivity. This makes the weaponization of the verse “anyone unwilling to work should not eat” extra 
harmful because people who weaponize it often reduce the concept of work in this old Bible verse to wage 
labor too. And those who do a lot of unpaid work are shamed when the writer to the Thessalonians may 
have actually praised them for their work.

2	 David Mikkelson, “’Nobody Wants to Work Anymore’ Meme Cites Real Newspaper Articles.” Snopes, July 25, 2022, 
accessed July 14, 2025. https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/nobody-wants-to-work-anymore/.
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Again, we can dream bigger. A community that shares the work can include all people’s efforts in all their 
forms, big and small. We can give people creative ways to contribute in any way they can. Instead of shaming 
people for not contributing we can look at it as an opportunity to come up with a way they can contribute 
that hasn’t been tried before. And still, we can build communities where everybody eats, simply because 
they’re part of the community.

Interpersonal - In their book, Laziness Does Not Exist, social psychologist Devon Price exposes the 
Laziness Lie, “a belief system that says hard work is morally superior to relaxation, that people who aren’t 
productive have less innate value than productive people.”3 The Laziness Lie can make us judge ourselves and 
others based on how much we contribute. The lie is so ingrained in us by our culture that it’s important for 
our spiritual communities to be intentional about breaking us free from it. We must also rid our theologies 
and politics from these lies. Price explains:

“The Laziness Lie is rooted in capitalism and a particularly harsh breed of Christianity, and it preaches 
that salvation comes from hard work. That belief system carries over into how we talk about 
productivity, effort, and achievement. It teaches us to view idle time as a waste and to try to constantly 
keep ourselves occupied. It leads us to assume that there is more virtue in doing something than there is 
in doing nothing, no matter what that ‘something’ is.”4

As we dream of ways we can work together in a community for the common good of everyone we must 
learn to work together without shame. We must exorcize the spirit of capitalist productivity out of our calls 
for action. We must clarify to our community members that our contributions to the work of our community 
aren’t what make us valuable. We already are valuable, whether we contribute or not. And it’s from the 
position of being already valuable that we can creatively contribute in whatever way we can.

Price advises we stop “associating productivity with goodness”, and gives us some indications of that belief 
that we ought to watch out for: 

•	 When you get less done during the day than you anticipated, you feel guilty.
•	 You have trouble enjoying your free time.
•	 You believe you have to “earn” the right to a vacation or break.
•	 You take care of your health only in order to remain productive.
•	 Having nothing to do makes you feel “useless.”
•	 You find the idea of growing old or becoming disabled to be incredibly depressing.
•	 When you say no to someone, you feel compelled to say yes to something else to “make up” for it.

Recall the subtle ways we preserve these lies in our lives at home, work, and church. More than ever, we need 

3	 Devon Price, Laziness Does Not Exist (New York: Atria Books, 2021), 15.
4	 Price, 210.
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radical compassion and grace for each other. It’s the only way we can sustain a community that cares for 
one another in this deeply uncaring world.

Words for inspiration:

Consider how ableism impacts our views on work and productivity through Itxi Guerra’s “The Fight Against 
Ableism.” How can we arrive to greater solidarity with our disabled kin?

Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Trump Administration Says It Will Pay Reduced SNAP Benefits For November

NYC Voters want real change. They hope the next mayor can deliver it.

He told the world what was happening in El Fasher. Then they sought him out. 

Tinubu orders immediate end to doctors’ strike

Money Drives Anti-China Crackdown Across State Legislatures

[enfleshed doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought partners]

Commentaries Author

Damon Garcia (he/him) is a writer, video essayist, and public theologian 
for a liberative Christianity. His work is inspired by liberation theology, 
decolonial theory, and anti-capitalist politics as he helps people unsettle 
and untangle the influence of Christian teachings developed to justify 
colonization. He is the author of The God Who Riots: Taking Back the 
Radical Jesus (Broadleaf Books, 2022). He lives in Santa Maria, California. 
Follow Damon’s work on Twitter @whoisdamon and at damongarcia.
com.
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Liturgy Author
M Kaiser (they/them) is co-director of enfleshed. They are passionate 
about the ways spirituality and theology can both support and hinder the 
labors of individual and collective freedom. Over the last decade, they 
have had the pleasure of collaborating and working in spaces and 
movements of shared longing and action such as Texas Freedom Network, 
Faith in Harm Reduction, SURJ, UmForward, Reconciling Ministries 
Network, ONE Northside, and other collectives of organizers, religious 
communities, and creators. In their spare time, they seek out creaturely 
encounters and enjoy working with stained glass.
 

Editor 
 
Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters.”

Copyright 
 
A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use 
these materials for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the 
subscription and hinders the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing 
capacities.  
Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or ver-
bally when enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by ____] should be 
included in the attribution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using these resources. 
Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.


