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TEXTS 
November 30,  2025

Isaiah 2:1-5
Psalm 122
Romans 13:11-14
Matthew 24:36-44

What links the texts this week?

Advent comes with judgment. Do your actions show that you have studied peace? Have you incarnated 
the way of love and collective flourishing. We have been too studied in war and violence. We are experts 
in harm and domination. The harmdoers and dominators are judged by incarnation. Their harm is incarnate 
in our bodies - our enfleshed experience. Those in power will find themselves dispossessed like they did 
to everyone else. They will not know when the “theif” comes to expropriate all that they stole from us. 
This judgement is righteous. This is the dissolution of the violent body heirarchy. Supremacy will no longer 
have a place here.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship 

Echoing the prophets of old, 
we tell stories of the days yet to come.
Refusing to dampen our dreams,
we cast our visions of a world alive with life.
Let us be bold in our convictions!
The Holy will be born anew.
The vulnerable will be cherished and protected.
The weary and the worried will find rest.

Let us worship the One who enlivens us toward freedom and flourishing.

Opening Prayer

Incarnate One, we enter this season of Advent searching for fresh sources of hope. Protect our dreams and 
longing from cynicism and despair. Where our spirits have been wilted by cruelty and exhaustion, restore 
life in us. Nurture our creative life together so that we may keep experimenting with possibility. Guide us, 
companion us, bewilder us, as you have all who set off in search of Christ. Amen.

Invitation of Offering

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BOWF_myMzBEs0I5bp1SHYfXXeNrwfXoX6Op2scyzCaM/edit?usp=sharing
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In this new season, we make way for the fresh inbreaking of God - scandalous and surprising. Ordinary and 
touchable. Born anew among us. Let us prepare the way by bringing what we have together. 

Prayer of Dedication

Emmanuel! God with us! Even as we long to encounter you anew, we remember you are already with 
us. Taking on flesh in the lives around us, in the resources we share, in the struggles we face. May these 
resources be blessed to welcoming Christ in this place, in this time, among this community. May we seize 
every opportunity to embody your love alongside all our neighbors, strangers, and kin. Amen. 

Benediction

May we not be coerced into abandoning the life in and around us.
May we go on nurturing the dreams of generations.
May we be fierce in our protection of the parts in each other
that keep us tethered to hope, to desire, to curiosity, still.
God has not abandoned us. 
God is being reborn for this time and place. 
Let us look to every child.
To every elder.
To every ordinary person
enacting a miracle of love,
embodying a promise of God with us.

SERMON PREP

Questions:
•	 How do we honor this passage’s place in our Advent texts without ahistorically making Isaiah’s words about 

Jesus? Does your tradition respect the Jewish roots of our faith, allowing our ancient Jewish lineage to stand 

alone without conflating it with pre-Christianity?

•	 In what ways can your spiritual community study the ways of peace and flourishing? What could support you all 

in including study of solidarity formations like those of the Black Panther Party and gift economy as part of your 

faith practice?

•	 What percent of your time do you spend “hanging out” or going for a stroll? How much does your faith 

community contribute to this time and why?
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 Application

This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Min. Candace Simpson (she/her). 

Cosmic -In the days to come…

In Disney’s adaptation of Hercules, the Fates represent Past, Present, and Future. These three beings take their 
time to give Hades (Lord of the Underworld) a prophetic word. It is worth noting that Disney’s translation 
of the myth is a creative riff that caters to its audience and “family-friendly” brand. The Fates speak in rhyming 
verse:

In 18 years precisely, the planets will align ever so nicely

The time to act will be at hand, unleash the Titans, your monstrous band.

Then the once-proud Zeus will finally fall, and you Hades will rule all.

A word of caution to this tale, should Hercules fight, you will fail.

In this movie, all that the Fates predict comes to pass. They were right on each account. At the point of 
Hercules’ 18th birthday, the planets did align. Hades did unleash the Titans. Despite the challenges and obstacles 
that Hades threw his way, Hercules won. It affirms what the Fates warned. 

Should Hercules fight, you will fail! 

All Hercules had to do, in this interpretation of Greek mythology, was show up. No matter what Hades put 
before him, it was destined that Hercules would win. What we, as the viewers, do not know is just how the 
Fates could see this vision. How were they able to predict this plot line? And why did we, as viewers, stay 
around to watch if we knew how the movie would end?

In the Christian community specifically, the word “prophet” is used in different ways. Some prophets go viral 
for uttering compelling speeches and warnings. Some prophets are known because of their impact on art, 
history, even politics. Some prophets are called this because this is their formal title, depending on their local 
church tradition. But really, what is a prophet? 

The Book of Isaiah is a prophetic text. Hugh R. Page Jr. writes,

“There was a variety of individuals in the ancient Near East who were thought to communicate with the divine 
(for example, priests, diviners, astrologers). The prophet was one such individual.”

This context can help us understand the conflation between various methodologies of divine communication. 
In other words, the Ancient Near East was home to several kinds of people who spoke with the divine. Try this: 
Imagine a prophet. What does this person look like? How do they dress? What is their speech pattern like? 
Here, we surface our assumptions about what prophets look like and how they behave. 

Page Jr. continues, 

“While many people today use the term prophecy to indicate prediction of the future, based in part on 
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the criteria for true prophecy in Deuteronomy 18:22, Israelite prophets were intermediaries between 
human and divine realms primarily concerning current issues… Within the biblical canon, God 
communicated with the prophets through dreams, waking visions, the casting of lots, omens, possession 
by spirit, and hearing the divine voice. In turn, prophets acted out oracles, intoned laments to evoke 
empathy for the community’s suffering, and cursed enemies and granted blessings.”

In this definition of “prophet,” perhaps we might extend the title of prophet beyond our usual stereotypical 
image. The passage imagines that “in days to come” God will “judge between the nations and shall arbitrate 
for many peoples.” And those people, after this divine intervention, will “beat their swords into plowshares 
and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation; neither shall they learn 
war anymore.” Advent is our corporate acknowledgement that something is coming, and the coming age 
will be the kind of time when war is no longer on the curriculum.

In 2015, Jennicet Gutiérrez interrupted President Obama at a White House Pride Event. Her prophetic 
utterance was simple: “President Obama, stop the torture and abuse of trans women in detention centers.”

The president responded.  “Hey, listen. You’re in my house… you know what? It’s not respectful… You’re 
not going to get a good response from me by interrupting me like this. I’m sorry, I’m sorry…shame on you, 
you shouldn’t be doing this.”

In later interviews, Gutiérrez lamented that “There is no pride in how LGBTQ and transgender immigrants 
are treated in this country. If the president wants to celebrate with us, he should release the LGBTQ 
immigrants locked up in detention centres immediately.”

Ten years later, a new president has ramped up immigration raids and abductions across the nation. (How 
similar this is to circumstances surrounding Jesus’ birth.) All of us should feel that eerie feeling in our 
stomachs that says, “she called this.” Page Jr. argues that “the prophet’s reliability did not depend on whether 
everything he or she said came true. Instead, it relied on the prophet’s function as a reliable witness to the 
divine perspective on events in the [past.] Sometimes prophetic messages about the past were viewed as 
having continued applicability to later situations.”

Jennicet Gutiérrez. Octavia Butler. Oppressed people across the globe. There are always prophets among 
us. Part of the work is to demystify what we call “prophetic.” Isaiah needed not have known of a future 
Jesus to be born - this can be a mistake we make in imposing Christianity on ancient prophets before Jesus’ 
time. Prophets do communicate with the divine, but they don’t stop there. They communicate with their 
neighbors and community to share that life-saving word that blends past, present, and future. It’s up to 
those who receive the word to heed it, to incarnate it, or not. 

Structural - I’m gonna lay down my sword and shield, down by the riverside and study war no more.

In this folk song turned protest song, we have a vision of what it takes to live in a world without war. It’s 
quite simple. First, we lay down the weapons of war. Then, we stop studying war. The song reminds us 
that war is learned. We practice, rehearse, and condition human beings into the logics and culture of war. 
Children receive toy guns at Christmas or learn to play “cops and robbers” on the playground. Before 
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major sporting events, people sing the U.S. National Anthem, “The Star Spangled Banner,” as red, white, and 
blue imagery surrounds the stadium or arena. 

And the rocket’s red glare, the bomb bursting in air,

Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there.

Though sporting events in the States only sing one verse, the longer version of the song is quite violent 
and difficult to read. It reminds us of the cruel, unjust, bloody origins of this nation. It is no wonder, then, 
that entire protests started to question the integrity of this song being sung. The anthem is an opportunity, 
however, to reflect on the kind of country and world we want to see. 

Nation shall not lift up sword against nation; neither shall they learn war any more. 

In prophetic words, Isaiah imagines a world in which “many peoples” will witness the powerful place of the 
Lord. Instead of learning the ways of war, Isaiah imagines the Advent of a classroom in which God “may teach 
us [God’s] ways and that we may walk in [God’s] paths.” This passage gives us a clue. War is something we 
study, but so is peace. Violence is learned, but so are God’s most gentle ways. If it is true that we are taught to 
dance along to the drum beat of war, then it can be true that we can learn to dance to another song. 

According to the Center for Disease Control, 

“About one in five high school students reported being bullied on school property in the last year.

8% of high school students had been in a physical fight on school property one or more times during the 
12 months before the survey.

More than 7% of high school students had been threatened or injured with a weapon (e.g., a gun, knife, 
or club) on school property one or more times during the 12 months before the survey.

Almost 9% of high school students had not gone to school at least one day during the 30 days before the 
survey because they felt they would be unsafe at school or on their way to or from school.”

These statistics are from 2019. After the global health crisis we witnessed with COVID-19, the destabilization 
of schools and community organizations, the defunding of educational and emotional supports for 
children, and the snatching of SNAP benefits and federal assistance programs, we can infer that violence 
in school settings will increase. We must be careful when we make these arguments, however. There is 
nothing inherently violent about children who are in need. Instead, manufactured conditions and careless 
interventions from community, state, and federal bodies do have an impact on the lives of our children. 

What happens when guidance counselors and support staff are deleted from budgets? What happens when 
children anticipate abductions during the school day? How does this deficit of love impact their academic 
learning? And even more, how does that teach them their worth and value in this world? Over and over, we 
make decisions that illuminate our collective values. 

The prophet warns us that a judgment is coming between the nations. Perhaps that might be comforting, 
“good news” for some, this Advent. We, as humans, don’t have to have it all figured out. We can rest in the 
peace that God will arbitrate with us and for us. The Message Interpretation of this passage reads, “God will 
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settle things between nations. God will make things right between many peoples.” God is the Score-Settler. 
This passage helps us to imagine that someone advocates for us and that we do not need to up-the-stakes 
with bigger armies, bigger nuclear arms reserves, or bigger fleets of ships. 

But there is also another side to this interpretation. We may have no evidence of this fact, for none of us 
has left this plane and returned to tell about it. But it enlivens our movements when we say that there is an 
Arbitrator who will account for this. It strengthens and bounces a crowd to hear that  “Your God will deal 
with you for this.” “You will have to answer for this.” “You know there is a price to pay for this.”

There ought to be justice on this side of Heaven. If justice is real at all, then it exists here and now. Still, it 
may help us to breathe a little bit better to know that cosmically, this will not be the last act. The People 
will win. 

Interpersonal  - O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!

Since the beginning of the COVID pandemic, walking or traveling without a vehicle has found its place 
among activities that people can do that bring connection and reduce viral transmissions. In addition to its 
proven health benefits, it also provides an opportunity for reconnection with self, nature, and other people. 
Going for a stroll is an experience that reminds us that we are not the only people on the planet. Even if 
you take a trip solo, you will see other living beings. 

You may notice, also, that the streets are not as navigable in your city. You may notice that the sidewalks 
are not wheelchair accessible, and that dips in the curb make crossing the street a hazard. You may notice 
that new high-rise luxury buildings are going up around the corner, and you may infer that your rent will 
increase. You might even notice that certain stores will only accept digital payment, or that some stores ask 
you to check your bags at the door. And sometimes, you may notice nothing. You may step outside and see 
nothing for miles.

The prophet describes that “in days to come” that there will be a house for the Lord established as “the 
highest of the mountains” and that house will be “raised above the hills.” Immediately after, the prophet 
says, “all nations shall stream to it.” 

Knowing that our faith spaces and society in general is not designed for all people to meaningfully access 
with dignity, we may wonder, “Why is God all the way up there?” Let’s keep wondering. Why are our pulpits 
so tall that only people over 5’5” can be seen over the lectern? Why are there steps leading to the pulpit 
with no ramps? 

Again, why is God all the way up there? The prophetic tradition that enabled Advent and the incarnation 
disrupts this imbalance. As we consider our various communities of practice, we may find some help in the 
last line of this passage. 

	 Come, let US walk in the light of the LORD!

We like edit that word “walk” for whichever feels more authentic and appropriate for our bodies. But the 
key word in the verse is not “walk,” but “us.” Each one of us belongs to an “Us.” As lonely as we may feel 
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sometimes, we are all connected in some way. We all share the experience of incarnation - we are enfleshed. 
Still, even belonging to a unit (like a family, church, or school) may not be sufficient if we feel disconnected. 
Elizabeth Ross writes for the Harvard Graduate School of Education,

“loneliness is described as a state of mind: ‘a subjective distressing experience that results from 
perceived isolation or inadequate meaningful connections, where inadequate refers to the discrepancy 
or unmet need between an individual’s preferred and actual experience’…For example, one person 
in the survey who experienced loneliness described having plenty of family members around but not 
feeling appreciated by them. Another person said they were ‘surrounded’ by other people ‘who only are 
present in my life because [I] am useful’ to them.”

Significant named causes for such loneliness were “technology, insufficient time with family, being 
overworked or too busy or tired, mental health challenges that harm relationships with others, living in an 
individualistic society” among other reasons. In order to live a life that is comfortable, people have to work 
much more than they ever did. The demands on our time are separating us from each other. We are so 
tired and drained from our day that we cannot as easily participate in extracurricular activities that would 
strengthen us and our bonds with  others.

Even more, Ross reports that the research suggests that “existential loneliness” can be a “fundamental sense 
of disconnection from others or the world.” For those reporting feelings of loneliness, “57% said they were 
unable to share their true selves with others.” 

	 Come, let us [move] into the light of the Lord!

It’s nice to be remembered and included. Isaiah’s prophetic word was for a future world in which war was 
no longer a major part of the curriculum. It was even more prophetic because it imagined that people might 
be able to see that future together. Psalm 133 teaches us a new lesson this way. 

	 How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity. 

It is indeed worthwhile and beautiful to build bonds with our people. We do not need to build the same 
kind of bond with everyone, but it certainly makes a difference when we can count on at least one or two 
people to go for a long stroll with us. 

Jill Scott sings a modern psalm for this scripture.

“Let’s take a long walk around the park after dark

Find a spot for us to spark

Conversation, verbal elation, stimulation

Share our situation, temptation, education

Relaxation, elevation

Maybe we could talk about Surah 31:18”

Let’s just hang out. 
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Sources

https://amhistory.si.edu/starspangledbanner/pdf/ssb_lyrics.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/youth-violence/about/about-school-violence.html
https://genius.com/Jill-scott-a-long-walk-lyrics
https://www.gse.harvard.edu/ideas/usable-knowledge/24/10/what-causing-our-epidemic-loneliness-
and-how-can-we-fix-it
https://www.health.harvard.edu/staying-healthy/5-surprising-benefits-of-walking
https://hymnary.org/text/gonna_lay_down_my_sword_and_shield
Hercules, 1997. 
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2015/jun/25/barack-obama-heckled-transgender-woman-
gay-pride-white-house
https://www.npr.org/2018/09/06/644991357/how-sports-met-the-star-spangled-banner
The SBL Study Bible

Words for inspiration:

“When something can’t be fixed then the question is what can we build instead?”

 - Alice Wong, Year of the Tiger: An Activist’s Life
May she rest in love

Reflect on Solidarity not Charity by Dean Spade. 

https://amhistory.si.edu/starspangledbanner/pdf/ssb_lyrics.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/youth-violence/about/about-school-violence.html
https://genius.com/Jill-scott-a-long-walk-lyrics
https://www.gse.harvard.edu/ideas/usable-knowledge/24/10/what-causing-our-epidemic-loneliness-and-how-can-we-fix-it
https://www.gse.harvard.edu/ideas/usable-knowledge/24/10/what-causing-our-epidemic-loneliness-and-how-can-we-fix-it
https://www.health.harvard.edu/staying-healthy/5-surprising-benefits-of-walking
https://hymnary.org/text/gonna_lay_down_my_sword_and_shield
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2015/jun/25/barack-obama-heckled-transgender-woman-gay-pride-white-house
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2015/jun/25/barack-obama-heckled-transgender-woman-gay-pride-white-house
https://www.npr.org/2018/09/06/644991357/how-sports-met-the-star-spangled-banner
https://theanarchistlibrary.org/library/dean-spade-solidarity-not-charity
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Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

A Gaza ceasefire without justice or Palestinians at the table is a betrayal

In Utilities, a Culture of Graft Costs Consumers Billions

Inside Church’s Training Academy for Christians Running for Office

During the government shutdown and SNAP pause, a lot more people turned to strangers to ask for loans

Immigrant Student Enrollment Is Dwindling At Schools Across The U.S.

[enfleshed doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought partners]

Commentaries Author

Minister Candace Simpson (she/her/hers) is a sister, preacher, and 
educator. She is a graduate of Trinity College and Union Theological 
Seminary. She is an associate minister at Concord Baptist Church of 
Christ in Brooklyn, New York. Minister Simpson is especially drawn to 
Christian education as a political education tool for Black liberation. It 
is Candace’s philosophy that Heaven is a Revolution that can happen 
right here on Earth. She is the lead writer and curriculum designer at 
Fish Sandwich Heaven, an online resource for dreaming a freer world.”

 
Liturgy Author
 

M Kaiser (they/them) is co-director of enfleshed. They are 
passionate about the ways spirituality and theology can both 
support and hinder the labors of individual and collective 
freedom. Over the last decade, they have had the pleasure of 
collaborating and working in spaces and movements of shared 
longing and action such as Texas Freedom Network, Faith in 
Harm Reduction, SURJ, UmForward, Reconciling Ministries 
Network, ONE Northside, and other collectives of organizers, 
religious communities, and creators. In their spare time, they 
seek out creaturely encounters and enjoy working with stained 
glass.

https://www.middleeasteye.net/opinion/gaza-ceasefire-without-justice-palestinians-at-table-betrayal?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=Social_Traffic&utm_content=ap_oyz36dg2ql
https://jacobin.com/2025/11/in-utilities-a-culture-of-graft-costs-consumers-billions/
https://www.propublica.org/article/fort-worth-mercy-culture-church-campaign-university?utm_campaign=propublica-sprout&utm_content=1763352012&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter
https://www.fastcompany.com/91440313/government-shutdown-snap-pause-wave-of-loan-requests?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/us-education-immigrant-students_n_691aacc5e4b085766d7dd32c?d_id=10888522&ncid_tag=tweetlnkushpmg00000067&utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Twitter&utm_campaign=us_main
https://www.fishsandwichheaven.com/
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Editor 

Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of  “Liturgy that Matters.” 

Copyright 
A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use these 
materials for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the subscrip-
tion and hinders the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing capacities.  
Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or verbally 
when enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by ____] should be includ-
ed in the attribution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using these resources.
Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.


