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November 3,  2019

TEXTS
November 3, 2019 
 
Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 and Psalm 119:137-144   
Isaiah 1:10-18 and Psalm 32:1-7   
2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12   
Luke 19:1-10 

What links the texts this week? 

“Give me understanding that I may live,” says the Psalmist. The commandments of God are to be kept 
because in doing so, we experience abundant life and we contribute to the flourishing of collective life. 
In Isaiah, God pleads for the people to turn from that which is evil, to seek justice, and to live in solidarity 
with the oppressed. Even those who have lived with greed and power as the center of their lives are given 
a chance to be made new. God defends the suffering and also seeks out those who are lost. Each life 
transformed leads to more flourishing for everyone. 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

Call to worship 
 
From all walks of life, Christ desires to bring us into the fold of Love. 
Seeking after us, God meets us where we are. 
 
Through the love of God, we are awakened to truths that free us. 
God liberates us from evil to live with joy and meaning.  
 
Revealing possibilities for healing and restoration, God ushers us towards the Kindom.  
We rejoice! Through Christ, all things are being made new. 
 
Opening Prayer

Gracious One, your love challenges us to examine our lives and our hearts. As we search within, illuminate 
what binds us. Point us in the direction of freedom. And companion us in creating paths of justice. Amen.  
 
Invitation to offering
 
Christ seeks after us with love that transforms. Even when we have strayed from justice. Even when we have 
been selfish. Even when we have turned against our neighbors. Still, God seeks us out. With gratitude for the 
forgiveness of God and the chance to live anew, let us bring our offerings.  
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Prayer of dedication

Saving One, though we sometimes forget what matters most, you find ways to draw our attention back to you, 
to each other, and to the creatures and creations around us. Receive these offerings of gratitude and renew 
our hearts for justice. Make us abundant in generosity and joyful in practices of restoration. Amen.  
 
Benediction
 
Friends, let us go in the company of Hope. 
God’s love can do miraculous things -  
things we cannot yet dream of for ourselves, 
and things we cannot yet imagine for each other.  
With such faith in the liberating power of love,
go in peace.  
Amen.  
 
 

 
SERMON PREP 
Luke 19:1-10 
 
Questions: 
 

• What are some of the common barriers to repairing relationship in your congregation? 

• Who is it hardest to imagine Jesus dining with today? 

• In what ways do you invest in the transformation of others’ lives because people similarly invest in you? 

 
Application 

• Cosmic - “Today, salvation has come to this house.” 
 
What was it? What happened “today” that brought deliverance?  
 
While the people were grumbling (fair enough!), Jesus was chatting it up with the head of the dept of 
corruption and abuse of those living in poverty. By the end of the day, he was redistributing his wealth and 
seeking to repair some of the harm he has done.  
 
From whatever kind of thinking had allowed him to be in such a cruel relationship to his neighbors - he was 
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delivered.  
 
Encountering Jesus and being changed by the encounter should have material effects on our life. Corbin-
Reuschling reminds us that conversion is about a restoring of right-relationship. Zacchaeus has had a relationship 
to others that meant their suffering and his gain (and the empire’s too!). He has done wrong by people - maybe 
feeling justified the whole time. Perhaps he was simply a rule follower - this is how the system works. Perhaps he 
felt he was more deserving than those who stole from. Perhaps he had been through a lot in his young life and 
felt he earned the right to “take back” his life, no matter the cost. Whatever ways he justified his actions, he could 
not do so anymore after meeting with Jesus. Something within him shifted too much to continue in the same 
relational ways.   
 
To be “saved” is to be restored in some way. And we cannot be restored alone. Restoration - salvation - 
conversion - deliverance - they are all social practices. Because we never belong only to ourselves but instead are 
a part of this web of creation God has created, we cannot become whole while continuing to knowingly profit 
on the pain of our neighbors. It is simply impossible to be fully present to God, to the impact of our actions, and 
to loving our neighbors while also refusing to change behaviors that harm. While we may attempt it, it will always 
leave us distant from salvation.  
 
In order to be saved, Zacchaeus not only had to come to a new kind of awareness and understanding about 
himself, his work, the world, and his neighbors, he also had to change his behavior. He had to mend harm done. 
He had to shift practices for the future.  
 
How might you draw out this impact of conversion as an ever-unfolding process of deepening into the love of 
Christ? It may not all happen at once, but we do not meet Jesus only once. We meet him again and again and 
again in the same people in different ways and in different people throughout our lives. And each time we are 
converted - each time we come to see something about how we relate to others differently - ideally, it results in 
some kind of behavior change. One that repairs. One that restores. One that has a saving impact on us but also 
on other life - because what was destructive is ceased.  
 
If we come to recognize that LGBTQIA people are beloved people of God - after years of participating in 
systems that have claimed otherwise - that love leads us to different behavior in the systems we are a part of.  
 
If we come to recognize that we have been treating the earth and its resources as nothing more than a tool for 
human enjoyment - the internal transformation leads to a shift in behavior that restores right-relationship to the 
earth.  
 
As Corbin-Reuschling says, “Conversion is the beginning of a new life, the acceptance of a new life story, an 
invitation into a new community and a new way of seeing the world that is now informed by the love, mercy, and 
reconciling grace of God on behalf of the world. This involves processes of socialization by learning and practicing 
the demands of this new life in Christ.” 

• Structural - What does our workplace and choice of vocation have to do with our call to follow Jesus?  
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Corbin-Reuschling sees in this story a challenge to reflect on what we contribute to in the world through our 
places of work. While holding tenderly the reality that many people don’t have the privilege to be especially 
choosy about what kind of work they do because work at all is hard to come by, many others do.  
Those who are in “chief ” positions such as Zacchaeus are representative of the more privileged (though still 
not necessarily the ruling class). Zacchaeus had much room for choice in his life. He could stand to make 
some significant changes without putting his life on the line. He could be more ethical in his work - even if it 
may cost him some of the luxuries he was accustomed to.  
 
By the end of this time with Jesus, he was ready to make a change. To make some amends. To live differently.  
 
When we are living in positions of power over the marginalized, profiting off of the harm of our neighbors, 
perhaps some who are even in our pews next to us, Jesus calls us to account.  
 
Consider preaching on the connection between our sources of income and our neighbors in the pew or our 
communities.  
 
Corbin-Reuschling says, “Certain persons benefited from tax collecting at the expense of those who 
become more impoverished and more vulnerable as a result of the system. Many of these were members of 
Zacchaeus’ new community of Christian disciples.” 
 
When we worship together with only those who are largely of our class, we are not held accountable to the 
impact of our workplaces on those we call fellow Christians.  
 
Are there jobs that are simply unacceptable for followers of Jesus to hold? 
Are there jobs that are only as acceptable as our willingness to use them to challenge the systems they 
uphold? 
Are there kinds of work Jesus leads us away from?  
Can we be corporate CEO’s after sharing a meal with Jesus?  
 
Corbin-Reuschling sees Zacchaeus’ change of behavior as a positive effect of conversion but she still wonders 
- is it enough? If he remains at all a part of this system that exploits the poor, is he living faithfully?  
 
Her ultimate answer as a Christian ethicist is no - eventually, the more and more he lives into the heart of 
love and the more he learns, there will be less and less alignment between his own integrity and the system 
he serves, even if he’s not there yet. This conversion is but one step of a long journey that will ultimately lead 
him, as it should lead all of us, farther and farther from cooperating with evil and more and more towards 
building alternative practices and communities.   
 
There is, of course, a lot of gray areas and complicated dynamics when it comes to discussing work. Who 
among us is a part of any “pure” workplace system? Whether we work in religion, retail, education, medicine, 
food, etc - because we live in a country in which white supremacy and capitalism have birthed the majority of 
our industries, there are none free of malpractice and corruption.  
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How then do we live as followers of Jesus and still make a living? Do we build new systems in local 
communities? Do we work in corrupt systems but do so in such a way that our allegiance is with the 
marginalized who depend on them? Do we see attempt to make radical changes in our spheres of work and 
bear the inevitable consequences of those actions?  
 
What challenge can you offer about vocational life in America that inspires but doesn’t shame, that encourages 
imagination and empowerment? When we don’t give people any guiding frameworks to live in the complicated 
systems that shape our country, the alternative is often to ignore them, to deaden ourselves to their evil, and to 
simply get by. But together, we can create ways of living in the midst of ethical tensions with intention, collective 
care, and integrity that will serve all of us well in body and soul.  

• Personal/Interpersonal - An unknown source once said something like, “only talk to those who are walking 
in your direction.” Or, “don’t bother trying to talk to those who are walking away from you.” Such a helpful 
image for discernment on in whom and where to put one’s emotional resources.  
 
Not every tax collector was open to the transformation of Jesus’ message. There was something about 
Zacchaeus’ life that had him searching. Curious. Longing for something. Wanting to see and hear this person and 
his message. Zacchaeus, despite being a chief tax collector, living so contrary to the message of Jesus, was talking 
“towards” Jesus. Jesus senses this. Seeks him out in return. And connection and transformation become possible.  
 
We are finite human beings. We have to make decisions about where to put our limited resources - of time, 
energy, emotional investment, etc. We don’t see Jesus beating his head against the wall by constantly chasing 
after any individual with his message.  
 
He doesn’t spend his time in constant argument or debate with the unengaged powerful. 
He doesn’t prioritize the “movable middle” over the marginalized.  
We see no glimpses of a kind of relational determination where there’s not at least some kind of mutual 
investment or engagement.  
 
We can’t offer ourselves to everyone who is open and interested, but we can take a cue from Jesus in who we 
invest our energy in, outside of our own safe communities.  
 
If we desire to be a part of transformation in the world, it will mean engaging with people like Zacchaeus. 
Ones who have profited off of harmful systems. Maybe even profited off of our pain directly. When they are 
walking “towards us,” there’s potential for connection and understanding that can break open new possibilities - 
between us and within them.  
 
The where and the how of those connections need to be discerned individually. We don’t need to live under 
unjust policies for the sake of those connections - they can happen anywhere. We don’t have to stay in abusive 
family situations in hopes that one day our kin will come around on our gender or sexuality. We don’t have to 
put ourselves in harms way for everyone who might one day be open to growth. The over-simplified messages 
of unity at all costs often suggest there is no amount of sacrifice we should be willing to make on behalf of 
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our neighbor’s “one day.” But that’s not what Jesus asks of us. Or even how he lives. He does, however, pay 
attention to who is walking towards him. As he goes about his ministry, living out his truth and proclaiming the 
Good News to the marginalized, he notices people. He opens himself to those who open to him. He moves 
in closer, if they move in closer. It’s still with its risks, but the chances for Sacred connection make the risks 
worth it.  
 
Jesus sought out the lost. Sometimes that meant the marginalized, torn from communities of belonging with 
no where to find affirmation, connection, and relationship. Sometimes that meant the ones hurting from 
lack of access to physical resources. Sometimes that meant those who couldn’t remember their own power 
or their own sacredness. And other times that meant those who had been so deceived by evil that they 
wielded their power over others. The church is a place for us to find our way back to ourselves. And that’s 
part of what we offer to each other. We just have to remember, too, that we are limited and finite people - 
not everyone who is “lost” is ours to seek. We are not saviors. We are not asked to be. We just have to pay 
attention to who is walking toward us. And maybe be brave enough to eat a meal with them and see where 
things go.  
 
Check out this video for inspiration about how we can support those who have done harm - once they are 
ready to make change and be held accountable: It means looking at the systems that lead us to find harmful 
ways as our only means of survival. It means acknowliding trauma. It means support, not shunning. It means 
rexamaning practices of relationship. This work of transformation depends on relational connection and 
compassion. 
 
 
Words for inspiration: 
 
“Love doesn’t just sit there, like a stone, it has to be made, like bread; remade all the time, made new.” 
 
- Ursula K. Le Guin, The Lathe of Heaven 
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Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

How has my country voted at the UN?
What I’ve Learned About Mothering Black Boys in America
Cars Aren’t Going Anywhere, and More Transportation News This Week
Hours before passing, Cummings signed subpoenas directed to two US immigration agencies
Paris zoo unveils the “blob”, an organism with no brain but 720 sexes 
Facebook Says It’s Here to Help—But It Can’t Explain How 

[enfleshed doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought partners]

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AhANo6wzBAA&fbclid=IwAR123nxVyVbQ_KhT1lA-lgTMAwpKEd4bWX9HvbvBvDLLjdISHuqeUR3OJwM
https://interactive.aljazeera.com/aje/2019/how-has-my-country-voted-at-unga/index.html#y2010s
https://zora.medium.com/what-ive-learned-about-mothering-black-boys-in-america-775eedfe4c65
https://www.wired.com/story/volvo-xc40-recharge-car-news-roundup/#intcid=recommendations_wired-right-rail-popular_459142c3-11eb-4b03-9972-56d9f77b7890_cral-top2-2
https://www.cnn.com/2019/10/17/politics/cummings-subpoena/index.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-france-zoo-blob-idUSKBN1WV2AD?fbclid=IwAR3FPEZZCpj4DeCm3r7pESEnuPok5Fk1_Uae2D7hs_gDGEN8P0tvnY-uqZo
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2019/10/mark-zuckerberg-georgetown-facebook/
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